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Emailed to the Mayor, Councillors and General Manager, Willoughby City Council 
 
21 July 2019 
 

Demolition of Artarmon Bowling Clubhouse 

Dear Mayor and Councillors, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Willoughby Environmental Protection Association (WEPA) Inc., to 
oppose the decision to demolish the Artarmon Bowling Clubhouse, passed at the Council meeting on 
24 June 2019, and to support the rescission motion proposed to be put to Council at the forthcoming 
meeting on 22 July 2019. 
 
WEPA, which was established in 1981, has a long-standing commitment to protect local bushland 
and biodiversity in the City of Willoughby. We are also committed to the principles of sustainability 
and recycling/reuse; transparency and accountability in Council processes; and to the role of Council 
in engaging its residents in local decision-making. 
 
In relation to the proposed demolition, WEPA is concerned that: 

• a unique indoor community facility in a bushland setting, used by people from across the 
City of Willoughby (particularly older members of the community) is to be demolished in 
favour of an open-sided pavilion structure;  

• the proposed pavilion will not provide for the same range of community activities currently 
undertaken at the site and fails to provide for the enhanced community uses proposed by 
the Citizens’ Panel. It also appears to duplicate, in its outdoor character, a gazebo and 
barbeques apparently planned for nearby parkland; 

• there would seem to a short fall already in facilities of this type locally.  The need for such 
facilities will only grow as the population of the area increases in line with NSW 
Government's target for an increase in population in the Willoughby LGA; 

• there have been reports that Council has allowed the condition of the Bowling Clubhouse to 
deteriorate while discussion was still ongoing about its future; 

• the Willoughby City Council (WCC) decision to demolish and replace rather than renovate 
and reuse has been taken in complete disregard of the decision made by the Council-
instituted Citizens’ Panel which engaged the energies and commitment of its volunteer 
members over a two-year period. WEPA understands that there was a feeling on some Panel 
members’ part that the panel process was predicated on a preordained outcome.  At the 
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end of the process, the Panel was not informed that Council was to ignore its decision and 
proceed with demolition;  

• this failure of process, unless rectified, will seriously undermine the community’s faith in the 
transparency and accountability of WCC and in the WCC Citizen Panel process which has 
been much promoted by Council as an alternative to the existing voluntary advisory 
committee system. 
 

It would appear that there have been serious flaws in the community decision-making process in 
relation to the fate of the Clubhouse.  WEPA supports the rescission of the motion passed at the 
meeting on 24 June 2019 to allow an opportunity for genuine discussion and transparent decision-
making to be undertaken. 
 
Thank you for considering WEPA’s comments.  We would be happy to provide further information if 
required. 
 
Regards 
 
Ms Gay Spies OAM 
President, WEPA 
wepa@wepa.org.au 
0467 099 731 
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