
1 
 

DO WE REALLY NEED TO ALIENATE OPEN SPACES FOR 
ORGANISED SPORT? 

 
Much has been written recently about the need for increased facilities for organised sport.  We 
would all agree that organised sport is a good thing for public health, enjoyment and community 
spirit.  But should sportsgrounds and their attendant floodlights, artificial turf, traffic and noise be 
imposed on the community at the cost of a loss of quiet enjoyment and open, natural spaces 
available for all? 
 
Sportsgrounds in Northern Sydney Region 
Last year Willoughby City Council (WCC) endorsed the Northern Sydney Regional Organisation of 
Councils (NSROC) – Regional Sportsground Strategy Review (Dec 2017)1.  This report argues that 
existing sportsgrounds are already over capacity and would not be able to cater for additional 
population growth and participation numbers in organised sport.   
 
Willoughby Pulls its Weight 
WCC has already identified a range of ways to increase the supply and capacity of sportsgrounds in 
our LGA.  In recent years the following have been completed or are underway: 

• synthetic ground conversion: Northbridge Oval, Thomson Oval, Chatswood High 
School (HS) Oval, and Gore Hill Oval  

• new floodlights: Alan Hyslop Oval, Castle Cove Oval, Mowbray Public School Oval, 
Bicentennial Oval 

• increased use of school facilities: Council has been partnering with Mowbray PS, Chatswood 
HS and Willoughby GHS for more than 20 years for shared use of their grounds. Increased 
use of school facilities has been achieved by the installation of floodlights at Mowbray PS 
Oval and the synthetic grass conversion at Chatswood HS Oval and 

• a future partnership is under development with the Department of Education for a new 
synthetic field with floodlights at Willoughby Girls High School (GHS). 

 
On the evidence above it would appear that WCC is already pulling its weight in contributing to 
local capacity for organised sport.  
 
There are alternatives 

It may be argued that even further capacity is required for organised sport and that WCC has 
limited options for increasing the land available for sportsgrounds due to the high cost of land in 
the LGA.   
 

 
1 WCC General Council Meeting 14 May 2018, Minutes, Item 17.2 
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The NSROC Sportsground Strategy has suggested a range of other strategies which might be 
considered including the following: 

• construction of synthetic sportsgrounds on a suspended slab over car parking (Christie Park, 
Macquarie Park) 

• facilitating planning and development of sports areas in high density zones.  Chatswood CBD 
is specifically identified in the NSROC report as an opportunity “to facilitate development of 
roof top sportsfields on large commercial buildings/carparks.  The central location would 
service resident and worker needs supported by existing infrastructure (ie transport, car 
parking etc)” and 

• developing partnerships with schools and clubs to manage demand and supply.  
 

In addition, we would encourage WCC to consider working with NSROC, the Local Government 
Association of NSW and other relevant Government authorities to develop partnerships with local 
private schools to allow some sharing of their sportsgrounds.  This possibility was recently raised 
by the NSW Minister for Education.2  There are a number of private schools in the Northern 
Sydney region with extensive but only intermittently used playing fields.  The partial, negotiated 
opening of these fields to organised sport would be an excellent show of goodwill on the part of 
private schools which are, after all, funded by the Government and exempt from the paying of 
local rates.3 
 
We would like to see WCC giving close attention to these and other alternatives rather than 
alienating further open space for organised sport.  One of WCC’s strategies is to maintain: 
 

‘accessible open space and recreational facilities for the community’ 
 
– this means balancing the needs of the wider community with those of organised sport. 
 

___________________ 

 
2 https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/projectsydney/education-minister-wants-to-tweak-law-to-open-up-rich-
schools-facilities-to-public-students/news-story/32aa3c7d91b59b872d57f07d62639949?login=1 
 
3 Local Government Act 1993 - S555, 1, (f) 
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