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1.  PURPOSE OF REPORT 

Councillor Saville has indicated her intention to move the following Notice of Motion. 
 

2.  OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

That Council consider the Notice of Motion from Councillor Saville. 
 

3.  MOTION 

That Willoughby City Council: 
 
1. Publicly acknowledges that we are in a state of climate emergency that 

requires urgent action by all levels of government; that human induced climate 
change represents one of the greatest threats to humanity, civilisation, and 
other species; and that it is still possible to prevent the most catastrophic 
outcomes if societies take emergency action, including local councils. 

 
2. Bring back a report to Council to examine how Council plans, policies and 

works programs can address the climate emergency, and ensure this is 
embedded into future Council strategic plans.  

 

4.  BACKGROUND 

In the absence of policies global warming is expected, to reach 4.1 °C – 4.8 °C above pre-
industrial by the end of the century. The emissions that drive this warming are often called 
Baseline scenarios and are taken from the IPCC AR5 Working Group III. Current policies 
presently in place around the world are projected to reduce baseline emissions and result in 
about 3.3°C 1 warming above pre-industrial levels.  
 
https://climateactiontracker.org 
 
There remains a substantial gap between what governments have promised to do and the 
total level of actions they have undertaken to date. Furthermore, both the current policy and 
pledge trajectories lie well above emissions pathways consistent with the Paris Agreement 
long-term temperature goal. 
  
In 2010, Beyond Zero Emissions calculated the cost of changing from fossil fuels to 100% 
renewable energy would be approximately $8 per household per week, and the cost of solar 
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and wind has fallen significantly since then. In contrast, the economic, human and 
environmental cost of ignoring climate change is incalculable. The cost of 1.1 metre of sea 
level rise will be $20 billion in destroyed property in NSW alone.  
 
In 2018, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres warned that the world must take action in 
the next two years to avert the disastrous consequences of runaway climate change. 
"Climate change is the defining issue of our time…if we do not change course by 2020, we 
risk missing the point where we can avoid runaway climate change, with disastrous 
consequences for people and all the natural systems that sustain us." 
 
https://climateactiontracker.org 
 
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/02/WGIIAR5-Chap8_FINAL.pdf 
 
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/updates/articles/a032.shtml 
 
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/current/statements/scs68.pdf 
 
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Climate-Cuts-Cover-Ups-
and-Censorship.pdf 
 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jeffmcmahon/2018/01/15/carbon-pollution-has-shoved-the-
climate-backward-at-least-12-million-years-harvard-scientist-says/#32d9be3963eb 
 

5.  OFFICER’S COMMENTS 

1) Publicly acknowledge that we are in a state of climate emergency 
 
Willoughby City Council  
 
Historically, Willoughby City Council has publically supported and endorsed climate change 
initiatives including the NSW Mayors Agreement on Climate Change signed in 2007.   
 
In 2008, Willoughby City Council endorsed its Sustainability Charter, which details Council’s 
response to climate change and the environment. 
 
In July 2008 a new Environmental Levy ‘e.restore’ was introduced with strong support from 
the community to fund important local environmental works and sustainability projects while 
introducing a new focus on responding to climate change. Initiatives were outlined in 
successive Sustainability Action Plans.  
 
The draft Our Green City Plan 2028 currently outlines Council’s sustainability strategy and 
responds to the community priorities stated in Our Future Willoughby 2028 Outcome 1: A 
City that is green.  Community priority 1.5 is to Reduce carbon and greenhouse gas 
emissions. 
 
Council is also a member of Cities Power Partnership, pledging to switch to non-polluting 
energy and reducing emissions in our community. 
 
Climate Emergency1 

                                                
1 Council Action in the Climate Emergency 2019, accessed 2 May 2019 
(http://www.caceonline.org/a-guide-for-councils.html)  
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The climate emergency has resulted from human activity increasing greenhouse gases in 
our atmosphere.  A catastrophic degree of warming will result for humanity and much of the 
world’s remaining ecosystems if these gases are not reduced.   
 
Globally, there are climate emergency declarations in 507 councils which cover 43 million 
citizens2.  Darebin Council was the first Australian council to formally recognise we face a 
climate emergency and 16 other local councils have now joined them in declaring a climate 
emergency.   
 
2) Bring back a report to council to examine how council plans, policies and works 
programs can address the climate emergency, and ensure this is embedded into 

future council strategic plans.  
 
The Our Green City Plan 2028 (the ‘Plan’) is a long term sustainability strategy which lays 
out Willoughby City Council’s and our community’s key needs and priorities to protect and 
enhance our environment and ensure future sustainable development.  It sits under the 
wider Our Future Willoughby 2028 community strategic plan.   
 
The Plan supports the Paris COP21 agreement and the United Nations Sustainable 
Development goals to ensure global temperatures are kept below a 2-degree rise. 
 
The draft Our Green City Plan 2028 was presented to Council on 10 December 2018, and 
publicly exhibited from 9 January to 24 February 2019.  Extensive consultation and 
community engagement was undertaken for the Plan.  Relevant feedback from the Our 
Future Willoughby 2028 consultation was also included. Overall, the Plan reflects the needs, 
priorities and feedback from over 1,000 residents.  
 
A consultant was engaged to develop:  

- A benchmarking study of the sustainability targets of 40 councils in Australia; and 
- A comprehensive evidence based technical document to support the Plan  
 

The community consultation, consultants expertise and Council’s influence, were combined 
to develop firm final targets and an action plan to achieve them.  These draft targets include:  
 
For Council: 

By 2020 we will emit at least 20 per cent less GHG emissions from our operations 
compared with 2008/09. 

By 2028 we will emit at least 50 per cent less GHG emissions from our operations 
compared with 2008/09. 

Our operations will achieve net zero emissions by 2050 or sooner if viable. 
 
For the community: 

By 2028 our community will emit at least 30 per cent less GHG emissions compared 
with 2010/11. 

 
In summary, Council has acknowledged climate change since 2007 and has an e-levy in 
perpetuity to support it. Furthermore, Council has the relevant strategic plan, policy and 
action plans already in place with the latest action plan to be produced by June 2019. 
 
The final Plan will be presented to Council in June 2019 for endorsement. 

                                                
2 Climate Emergency Declaration 2019, accessed 2 May 2019 
(https://climateemergencydeclaration.org/climate-emergency-declarations-cover-15-million-
citizens/)  


