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12 September 2019 
 
WEPA Public Talk – Urban Forests - Tuesday 17 Sept. 2019 

 

Trees have never been so topical – the importance of the tree cover over our suburbs has become a 
focus for much city-wide discussion as we deal with the health impacts of rising temperatures and 
the sharp decline in wildlife habitat and biodiversity. 
 
Despite directions from the NSW State Government to increase tree canopy coverage, many local 
councils have recently introduced policies allowing the permit-free removal of otherwise healthy and 
sound native trees near houses.  
 
Last year the Willoughby LGA lost hundreds of trees. One of the priorities of Willoughby City 
Council’s recent draft Local Strategic Plan Statement is ‘to increase Willoughby’s tree canopy 
coverage’. Council is currently reviewing its Tree Protection Policy with a draft expected for release 
in October this year. Early indications are that some on the Council wish to weaken our ‘best 
practice’ policy of tree protection. 
 
This makes it the ideal moment for WEPA members to get together to hear a presentation by 
Associate Professor Peter Davies from Macquarie University on how competing values and beliefs 

https://www.haveyoursaywilloughby.com.au/LSPS-Vision
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can be managed to maintain our own ‘urban forest’. Come and share your views about this complex 
issue!   
 
Dr Davies is the Head of Department of Environmental Sciences and an executive member of 
Macquarie University’s Smart Green Cities research centre. 
 
Where:  School Hall, Glenaeon Primary School, 121 Edinburgh Road, Castlecrag 

When:  7pm – 8:30pm Tuesday 17 September 

Cost: free but we appreciate a gold coin donation for WEPA campaigns. 
 
Everyone is welcome to continue the discussion over refreshments after the talk. 
 
Global Climate Strike Friday 20 September 

 
September 20 is shaping up to be one of the biggest global mobilisations for our climate that we 
have ever seen. 
 
This time, the school strikers have asked everyone to take part!   
 
The #ClimateStrike on September 20 is our biggest opportunity post-election to come together and 
make it unequivocally clear: with our reef dying and an unprecedented number of early bushfires 
still threatening bushland and homes, Australians know our climate is in crisis, and we will take to 
the streets until our government acts to transition fairly and swiftly away from coal, oil & gas to 
100% renewable energy for all. 
 
A Climate Strike Supporters March by people on the lower North Shore is currently gathering 
momentum. The marchers plan to gather at Milsons Point at 10am on the 20th September and walk 
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across the bridge to the Domain with a University of Sydney marching band (!) setting the pace.  You 
can register for the bridge march on: https://www.facebook.com/events/1056335878090804/ 
 
Otherwise, just head on down to the Domain at 12pm and join the throng.  For further information 
see: https://www.schoolstrike4climate.com/sept20 
 
When the next generation of voters hit the streets by the tens of thousands, backed by a broad, 
diverse and enthusiastic array of civil society, we can shift the realm of what is politically possible. 
Only one week to go – join us and spread the word. Our future depends on it. 

 
WCC and the Climate Emergency  

 
On 13 May this year, Councillor Lynne Saville put a motion to Willoughby Council’s General meeting 
asking it to join other local councils in declaring a Climate Emergency, prepare a report on actions it 
is taking to reduce carbon emissions and call on the State and Federal Governments to act urgently 
to address climate change and its impacts. WEPA was very disappointed to see that this motion was 
lost 6 to 4. 
 
In response, WEPA established a committee to assess WCC’s current climate actions and press 
further for the declaration of a climate emergency in our local area. 
 
In the meantime, both North Sydney and the Northern Beaches Council have declared an emergency 
alongside 45 other Australian councils and more than 950 jurisdictions globally. 
 
WEPA believes that the making of a climate emergency declaration will: 

• alert citizens to the pressing nature of the climate emergency 

• create a strong priority for action and budgets relating to the climate emergency  

• encourage the delivery of solutions as a package (rather than piecemeal, incremental 
change) 

• support the development of solutions decisive enough to end the emergency condition; 
and  

https://www.facebook.com/events/1056335878090804/
https://www.schoolstrike4climate.com/sept20
https://act.350.org/go/98479?t=6&utm_medium=email&utm_source=actionkit&akid=87777%2E2348069%2Ee_-cJM
https://act.350.org/go/98479?t=6&utm_medium=email&utm_source=actionkit&akid=87777%2E2348069%2Ee_-cJM
https://act.350.org/go/98479?t=6&utm_medium=email&utm_source=actionkit&akid=87777%2E2348069%2Ee_-cJM
https://climateemergencydeclaration.org/climate-emergency-declarations-cover-15-million-citizens/
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• urgently provide for temporary protection and adaptation measures while longer-term 
prevention and restorative measures are put in place and while they achieve their full 
effect. 
 

While WCC has incorporated some climate change initiatives in its programs, there is still much more 
that can be done and an important level of leadership which Council can demonstrate.  This includes 
collaborating with other local, state and federal governments, encouraging the involvement of 
professional and other networks and elevating this issue to the level of importance it deserves in the 
local community.   
 
WEPA understands that a motion for the declaration of a climate emergency will return to WCC at its 
17 October meeting.   
 
We need your help to show our Councillors that this issue is more than symbolic.  Can you please 
email or call your local Councillor before this meeting to demonstrate support for the declaration of 
a climate emergency.  Contact details for your Councillor are available here: 
http://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/about-council/mayor--councillors/ 
 
Add the WCC General Council meeting on 17 October to your diary as well.  We would encourage 
members to join us at this meeting and/or register to speak on the issue at the meeting. 
 
 

 
 
WEPA members are continuing their work with Stop the Tunnels campaigners to save Flat Rock Gully 
and to say no to an ineffective and environmentally damaging road tunnel.   
 
So near … 
We are now only 500 signatures away from reaching the 10,000 target needed to submit the 
petition to the NSW Parliament.  We are so close but need your help to reach our goal. 
 
On Saturday this week (14 September) WEPA will have volunteers outside the Castlecrag Campus of 
Glenaeon Rudolf Steiner School (121 Edinburgh Road, Castlecrag) where we hope to collect 
signatures from people attending the Centenary of Steiner Education. We need volunteers on hand 
from 9:45am to 2pm.  Can you help for an hour or two?  To volunteer, please email Emily at 
emily.kuo@gmail.com  
 
If you can’t make Saturday, volunteers will also be collecting signatures at the Cammeray School 
Spring Fair on Sunday 15 September from 10am to 3pm.  If you can spare some time to help you can 
register for a time slot here:  https://signup.zone/BaQ9qaLtdvWsqNts4 

http://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/about-council/mayor--councillors/
http://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/council-meetings/general-council-meetings/addressing-council/
mailto:emily.kuo@gmail.com
https://signup.zone/BaQ9qaLtdvWsqNts4
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STT Marching 
The Stop the Tunnels group will also be marching with the lower North Shore contingent (as 
mentioned above) across the Harbour Bridge to join the Climate Strike on 20 September.  If you 
would like to join in and display your Stop the Tunnels or Save Flat Rock Gully signs, please join them 
in the park under the Bridge at Milson’s Point near the children’s playground at 9:30am for the 10am 
walk to the Domain. 
 
 
Contact WEPA 
Email: wepa@wepa.org.au 
Website: www.wepa.org.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/wepa.org.au 
 
A member of the Nature Conservation Council of NSW. 
 
WEPA acknowledges the traditional owners of this land, the Gameraygal people, their spirits and ancestors and we pay 
our respects to Elders past and present.  

 
Disclaimer 
The views expressed in the articles above are not necessarily those of the publisher or editor.  
Contributions from WEPA members are welcome. 
The WEPA logo above was created by Adrienne Kabos. 
 
Copyright © 2019 Willoughby Environmental Protection Association, All rights reserved. 
You are receiving this email as a member of WEPA. 
 
Our mailing address is: 
Willoughby Environmental Protection Association 
PO Box 4263 
Castlecrag 
Sydney, NSW 2068  
Australia 
 
Add us to your address book 
 

mailto:wepa@wepa.org.au
https://wepa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=327350a635ef9b4a246f1074c&id=739b7ace0e&e=f4dfc0c9ca
https://wepa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=327350a635ef9b4a246f1074c&id=5ddb337981&e=f4dfc0c9ca
https://wepa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=327350a635ef9b4a246f1074c&id=b5f21f7add&e=f4dfc0c9ca
https://wepa.us13.list-manage.com/vcard?u=327350a635ef9b4a246f1074c&id=8fc62a065f

