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From:  Dr Meredith Foley, on behalf of WEPA 

To: Mayor and Councillors, WCC 

Re: Willoughby City Council General Meeting 20 April 2020 - Agenda item 16.1 Planning Decisions  

Date: 19 April 2020 
 

I am writing on behalf of Willoughby Environmental Protection Association (WEPA) in support of the 
motion on notice on Planning Decisions by Councillor Saville which is Agenda Item 16.1 on the 
Council agenda for the meeting on 20 April 2020. 
 
Councillor Saville rightly raises concerns with the COVID-19 amendments made to the Environment 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979.  These amendments are in place for six months and can be 
extended up to twelve months. The legislation makes it clear that these amendments override any 
existing planning controls.  Concern has arisen about the applications of legislation applying to 
developments other than hospitals, ICUs, morgues etc because of the broad wording of clause 
10.17(5)(b) regarding “works necessary to protect the health, safety and welfare of members of the 
public”.  
 
Concerns about the usage of these clauses has been exacerbated in recent weeks by the Minister for 
Planning’s announcement (3 April) of a new Planning System Acceleration Program which will fast-
track assessment of State Significant Developments, rezonings and development applications and, in 
particular, “introduce a ‘one stop shop’ for industry to progress projects that may be ‘stuck in the 
system’”. The announcement suggests that more decisions will be made by the Minister if required.   
(see attachment A below). 
 
This has coincided with NSW Treasury’s recent approach to the Urban Taskforce requesting a list of 
‘shovel-ready’ projects which can be fast-tracked that are currently ‘stuck in the system’.  Urban 
Taskforce in response provided a list of some of the most contentious projects across the Greater 
Sydney region (see attachment B below). 
 
WEPA acknowledges that there is a need for construction and other projects to be started to address 
the economic problems and hardships bought on by the current lock-down.  However, we believe 
that the pandemic should not be used as a way to fast-track controversial projects which have not 
proceeded to date because they are the subject of legitimate planning and community concerns.  
 
We would urge Council to support Councillor Saville’s motion and, if necessary, to refer in its letter 
to the Minister to the intent evident in the attached documents.   
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