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A Word from WEPA’s President 

  
WEPA President, John Moratelli, socially distancing/bushwalking around Middle Harbour. Image: Carol Mathews. 

It has been less than six months since I was elected, at our first email AGM in May 2020, as
President of WEPA, taking over from our esteemed President of many years, Gay Spies (see the
new Executive Committee here). Although only serving on the Committee for a year or two
before that, I have been a WEPA member for many years and now, as I approach retirement
from legal practice, find myself with more time to devote to supporting the wonderful work WEPA
does to protect our natural environment. 
  
And what a challenging, and in many ways disappointing, year it has been on the environmental
front. From the catastrophic bushfires at the start of the year to the challenges and opportunities
presented by COVID 19. 
  
One may have hoped that the fires demonstrated the need for urgent action on climate change
and the need for stimulus to address the economic devastation caused by the pandemic would
have provided the opportunity for a green energy revolution. Instead, we have seen proposals
for a gas-led recovery and the slashing of “green tape” at a federal level, and requests for federal
funding to support the “shovel-ready” Western Harbour Tunnel tollway, at the state level. 
  
WEPA has responded by continuing to write submissions and campaign with like-minded groups
on issues of concern including the Beaches Link and Western Harbour Tunnels, the review of the
Environmental and Biodiversity Conservation Act, the NSW Bushfire Inquiry, the NSW Architect’s
draft Green Places Design Principles, the survey of Crown Land reforms and the Draft
Cumberland Plain Conservation Plan.  At the local level we continue to comment on
Development Applications and policies which threaten local bushland, waterways and the urban
tree canopy.
  
We have also adapted to social distancing requirements by going online to raise money for the
Wangan and Jagalingou people in their efforts to stop Adani, and bringing our members up to
date on the campaign by running a film night with Q&A via Zoom (see the following article). 
  

https://mailchi.mp/ac25257f143e/wepa-news-no-173-march-1838149?e=[UNIQID]
https://wepa.org.au/about-2/office-bearers/
https://wanganjagalingou.com.au/
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I hope you enjoy this edition of the WEPA News. 
  
John Moratelli 
WEPA President

WEPA Zooms to #StopAdani

When the pandemic hit our shores earlier in the year, one of our biggest concerns was how we
would keep in touch with our members and, at the same time, keep them safe from infection.
The WEPA Executive Committee soon began to meet again using the Zoom platform and we
gradually learnt what was necessary to host an event for the wider membership. 
  
On the evening of 29 September, with some trepidation, we launched our first Zoom public
meeting.  The evening gave us an opportunity to premiere People Power vs Adani – The Fight of
Our Times, a thoughtful documentary about the fight to stop Adani’s plans to dig the biggest coal
mine in Australia’s history. It featured interviews with grassroots leaders from across the
#StopAdani movement and actions held across Australia in opposition to this disastrous
proposal. 
  
We also screened a moving short film about the Indigenous Adivasi people in India who are
being displaced by Adani’s proposed coal plant in Godda, where Carmichael coal will be burned. 
  
We had 48 registrations for the event and raised $482 to support the Wangan and Jagalingou
people, on whose land the mine is planned, in their StandingOurGround campaign. You can
donate further to their campaign here. 
  
If you missed the event, you can still help 
Our guest speaker, long-term #StopAdani campaigner, Moira Williams, outlined further action we
could all undertake including: 

signing up here to host your own mini-screening of People Power Vs Adani for family and
friends; and
joining the campaign to stop Adani from getting insurance for the mine. #Stop Adani has
organised a ‘phone jam’ on Lloyd’s of London across October to convince insurers to rule
out insuring Adani. Find out more about how you can help here.  Let us know if you do!

Market Forces 
Another alternative is to send an email message to Lloyd’s insurers via Market Forces
here. Market Forces is an excellent organisation lobbying - with great success - banks, insurance
companies and superannuation funds worldwide to stop funding for fossil fuels.  We would
encourage members to follow its actions and provide support if possible. 
  
ACF 
We should also note that the Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF) is currently running a
Federal Court case to make the Government apply the ‘water trigger’ to stop the Adani water
pipeline.  You can donate to assist this case here. 
  
Thanks to everyone who joined us at the WEPA Zoom event – we were so impressed with your
Zoom skills that we are eagerly planning another Zoom public meeting very soon – so, look out
for the next meeting notice on our website or follow us on Facebook.

https://www.stopadani.com/
http://www.stopadani.com/peoplepowerfilm
http://www.stopadani.com/godda
https://wanganjagalingou.com.au/
https://standing-our-ground.org/
https://wanganjagalingou.com.au/donate/
https://www.stopadani.com/filmscreening
https://calendly.com/stopadanicalls/adani-insurer?month=2020-10
https://calendly.com/stopadanicalls/adani-insurer?month=2020-10
https://www.marketforces.org.au/only-9-lloyds-insurers-left-refusing-to-answer-adani-questions/
https://www.marketforces.org.au/info/reports/
https://www.acf.org.au/
https://support.acf.org.au/adani_court?src=2021ECSA1EMEMSAACFEMAILZSACOURTZZZZZZP
http://www.wepa.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/wepa.org.au/
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Stop the Tunnel/Save Flat Rock Gully

Angophoras in Flat Rock Gully. Image: Meredith Foley 

Action by WEPA to have the NSW Government reconsider its ill-conceived, toxic and
environmentally damaging Beaches Link and Western Harbour Tunnels – and save the much-
loved Flat Rock Gully bushland - has continued on a number of fronts since May. 
  
People’s Petition 
Many of you will have remembered collecting signatures in 2019/20 for a petition to the NSW
Government to reconsider the tunnels. Over 10,000 people in the community signed this
request.  We asked the Premier, as our local MP, to table the petition in Parliament (which
triggers a debate), but she declined to confirm that she would do this, so we eventually
presented the petition signatures to Jodi McKay (Leader of the Opposition) who ensured that it
was tabled towards the end of July.  
  
When the Parliamentary debate was confirmed we encouraged members to join the Stop the
Tunnel ‘socially distanced’ campaign by taking selfies of themselves with protest signs at Flat
Rock Gully and other sites impacted by the tunnel proposal to send to the media.  
  
WEPA President John Moratelli and others attended the Parliamentary debate and spoke
outside afterwards to point out the fundamental flaws in the tunnels proposal. John called for an
immediate suspension of the project and the publication of an alternative public transport
analysis for public comment.  No public transport comparison to a toll road solution has been
completed to date despite strong evidence around the uptake of public transport and changing
work habits across the route. 
  
Following the Parliamentary debate, the leader of the Government in the Upper House, Don
Harwin, was under threat of suspension for refusing to hand over the Western Harbour and
Beaches Link Tunnels Business Case. The case with costings has yet to be released but
apparently, parts of it were handed over for Legislative Council review under "commercial in
confidence" conditions.  We are yet to hear the outcome of this review. 
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WEPA member Meredith Foley (second from right) joins Larissa Penn and other Stop the Tunnels campaigners

to deliver the petition to the NSW Parliament in May 2020. 

As the economic problems caused by the pandemic have deepened, the NSW Government has
lobbied the Federal Government, unsuccessfully to date, to provide half the funding for the
tunnel crossings. Earlier this month, Stop the Tunnels released an online petition to the Federal
Government against this funding, which you can sign here. 

The Beaches Link Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) – which will cover the much-loved
bushland in Flat Rock Gully and beautiful Middle Harbour – is now to be released later in 2020. 
If you would like to become involved in the campaign to protect these sites or to continue your
opposition please contact us. 
  
What’s Next?

please continue to write letters, emails and make comment whenever you see the issue
raised 
encourage Willoughby City Council to continue investigating the impacts (the next article
provides yet another opportunity)
the Stop the Tunnels campaign is planning another letter-writing campaign to State
politicians in advance of the State Budget. Keep up to date on this and other initiatives by
following WEPA and Stop the Tunnels online.

Review of Bicentennial Reserve Draft 
Plan of Management 

https://www.change.org/p/gladys-berejiklian-invest-15bn-where-it-is-most-needed-not-in-more-toxic-city-toll-roads?utm_content=cl_sharecopy_22102676_en-AU%3Av5&recruiter=1087642252&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=share_petition&utm_term=share_petition
mailto:wepa@wepa.org.au
https://www.stopthetunnel.org/
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Lawson poetry reading at Bicentennial Reserve. Image: Meredith Foley. 

One upcoming opportunity for you to voice your concerns about the Beaches Link Tunnel and its
health and environmental impacts is by participating in the Willoughby City Council public
consultation on the Bicentennial Reserve Draft Plan of Management - which can be downloaded
here.  
  
The reserve and its playing fields will be impacted for years by tunnelling (through 30 metres of
toxic tip fill), heavy truck movements on Eastern Valley Way, and the potential release of dust
and contaminants from a site that is just across the road from the Reserve playing fields and the
countless thousands who use it.  Let Council know about your concern and ask what they will be
doing to combat this problem! 
  
If you want to know more about the potential impacts of the tunnel on Bicentennial Reserve see
the WEPA submission on the proposed tunnels and visit the resources provided on the Stop the
Tunnels webpage. 
  
There will be a Public Online Hearing on 4 November (register by Monday 2 November).  The
Bicentennial Reserve Draft Plan of Management will out for consultation until 12 November
2020. 
  
For more information visit WCC’s Have Your Say pages here.

Low Point for Environmental Democracy 

https://www.haveyoursaywilloughby.com.au/61542/widgets/310425/documents/182790
https://wepa.org.au/2018/12/18/wepa-submission-to-stop-the-tunnels-dec-2018/
https://www.stopthetunnel.org/
https://www.haveyoursaywilloughby.com.au/bicentennial-park-draft-pom
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Major Mitchell Cockatoo, Central NSW. Image: Meredith Foley 

WEPA like many others has watched the Federal Government’s actions on the environmental
front with growing dismay.  Along with over a thousand other individuals and organisations we
participated earlier in the year in the Independent Review of the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act) - also known as the Samuel’s Review. 
  
Yet before this review had even been completed the Morrison Government pushed ahead with
controversial changes to the whole framework of national environmental legislation. 

In response to an interim report from the independent EPBC Act review—which showed that the
EPBC Act is failing our wildlife, precious places and biodiversity—Federal Environment Minister
Sussan Ley agreed to set up “binding Commonwealth-led national standards” to protect habitat,
species and world and cultural heritage. Unfortunately, at the same time she ruled out an
independent watchdog to enforce the laws, despite that being a key recommendation of the
interim report. 
  
In addition, rather than wait for the final report or for the drafting of appropriate national
standards, the Government used its majority to ram through the lower house a controversial Bill
devolving environmental approval responsibilities to states and territories. 
  
Debate was gagged, voting on amendments was prevented, and no Government MP even
spoke in support of the Bill.  This was a very low point for environmental democracy in Australia
and has been roundly criticised. 
  
This bill is a resurrected Tony Abbott ‘one-stop-shop’ bill which would allow the Federal
Government to hand their environmental decision-making powers to the states, so damaging
projects wouldn’t have to go through Commonwealth scrutiny. This has been done despite the
fact that we are still without:

strong national environment standards to protect threatened species habitat, stop
deforestation or safeguard our iconic world and cultural heritage; and
measures to ensure states can or will implement national environment standards
effectively, consistently and transparently.  A recent audit by the Places you Love
Alliance has found that states and territories lack the powers and expertise to fulfil this
role.

The high-risk Bill is now before the Senate, where there will be continued efforts to send it to an
inquiry for the scrutiny so desperately needed. Meanwhile, the Independent Review of the EPBC
Act is still underway, with discussions of the necessary reform architecture at a critical point. 
  
Australia needs to have strong national environment standards, rules in place to make sure
they’re implemented by all Australian governments, and an independent watchdog to make sure
our laws are enforced. And we need to keep an eye on all governments and expose them when
they are not doing their job. 
  
The Law Council of Australia has warned that the Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Amendment (Streamlining Environmental Approvals) Bill 2020 must not be rushed
through the Senate and has called for its referral to a parliamentary inquiry. It has written to the
Federal Government to argue that the Commonwealth should be demonstrating leadership in
biodiversity conservation and environmental protection, given its unique role sitting at the apex of
government in Australia and its independence of particular State and Territory interests. It has
also pointed out that the Australian Government must lead in ensuring that Australia meets its

https://wepa.org.au/wepa-resources
https://epbcactreview.environment.gov.au/
http://www.placesyoulove.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/201004-EDO-PYL-Devolving-Extinction-Report-FINAL.pdf
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international obligations under the 30 or more environmental treaties and protocols it is bound
by, in particular, to protect World Heritage sites. 
  
In the Senate, Labor and cross-benchers Jacqui Lambie, Rex Patrick, and Stirling Griff backed a
Greens motion that said there should be no debate on the bill until Justice Samuel releases his
final report on the EPBC Act in October, or until interim national standards are developed.
Government and One Nation senators blocked that push. It is unclear when the amendments will
be brought on for debate and which way a vote would go - in the interim WEPA would encourage
you all to ring, email or write to Senators in opposition to these pre-emptive changes.

From the Ashes 

Bushfire aftermath in the Blue Mountains. Image: Meredith Foley 

“Australia’s Black Summer fires over 2019 and 2020 were unprecedented in scale and levels of
destruction. Fuelled by climate change, the hottest and driest year ever recorded resulted in fires
that burned through land two-and-a-half times the size of Tasmania (more than 17 million
hectares), killed more than a billion animals, and affected nearly 80 percent of Australians. This
included the tragic loss of over 450 lives from the fires and smoke, more than 3,000 homes were
destroyed, and thousands of other buildings.” Emergency Leaders for Climate Action 2020 
  
Like many others, WEPA found the devastation wrought by the 2019/20 bush fires hard to
fathom; with millions of hectares burnt, the impact on families, communities and natural areas
will be felt for decades to come. 
  
 Our immediate reaction was to provide help based on our mission and in January 2020 we
donated $1,000 to the NSW Wildlife Council which was providing emergency funds to those
caring for wildlife impacted by the fires.   
  
We also had Gary Dunnett (Exec Officer, National Parks Association of NSW) scheduled to
speak to members at our AGM on new strategies to manage our bushland for fire. 
Unfortunately, this needed to be postponed due to the pandemic.  Watch this space for a
forthcoming meeting on this topic. 
  
Since the shocking Black Summer fires, only overshadowed in their impact by the Covid-19
pandemic which followed, there have been numerous reports, inquiries and commissions into
their extent, cause and mitigation strategies. 
  
Reports and Inquiries 
Soon after the fires were extinguished, 446 climate, weather and fire scientists signed an open
letter on the scientific basis for the links between climate change and bushfires in Australia. 
They said that: 
“Scientific evidence unequivocally links human-caused climate change to the increasing risk of
frequent and severe bushfires in the Australian landscape. That same science tells us these
extreme events will only grow worse in the future without genuine concerted action to reduce
global emissions of greenhouse gases.” 
  
Emergency Leaders for Climate Action released their Australian Climate and Bushfire Plan at the

https://www.nwc.org.au/
https://npansw.org.au/
http://www.emergencyleadersforclimateaction.org.au/
https://emergencyleadersforclimateaction.org.au/australian-bushfire-climate-plan/
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end of July. They included many important and practical ways to address the escalating scale of
bushfires and called in particular for the Federal Government to:

set up a national disaster climate fund to meet climate-fuelled disaster costs and build
resilience – paid through a fossil fuel producers’ levy; and
develop a national climate change, health and well-being strategy.

The NSW Government released its NSW Bushfire Inquiry report in August with 76
recommendations. Perversely, while agreeing to institute the recommendations, the NSW
Government also announced that it would allow rural landholders to clear up to 25m of land from
their property’s fence line without an environmental approval. This was not one of the 76
recommendations and there are real concerns it will lead to broad-scale clearing of endangered
forest and habitat for grazing and property development unrelated to hazard reduction. 
  
As I write, we are awaiting the imminent release of the report of the Royal Commission into the
National Natural Disaster Arrangements.  The Commissioners, who released their interim
observations in August, were the fifth inquiry this year to acknowledge climate as the root cause
of unprecedented weather that resulted in Australia’s worst-ever bushfires in 2019-20.  However,
the yawning gap between knowing and acting remains.  
  
Amongst other environmental organisations, the Climate Council and the Emergency Leaders for
Climate Action have called on the Royal Commission’s final report to go further and call for
action on the knowledge that fossil fuels are fuelling climate change and driving much more
dangerous weather and bushfires. Every expert bushfire review has highlighted the climate
change threat, and every state and territory government has already adopted a net zero
emissions target to help address climate change.  
  
We want change 
The most recent survey of community attitudes, the Australia Institute’s Climate of the Nation
report, was launched by Matt Kean, NSW Energy and Environment Minister, on 28 October. It
revealed that, 
  
“… 83 percent of Australians support an orderly transition from coal-fired power stations to
renewables, while 82 per cent are concerned that climate change will result in more bushfires
….” 
  
Economist are currently warning that the fossil fuel market is likely to crash in the next few
years.  We now know that the Australian public is overwhelmingly in favour of stronger action to
protect the environment and prevent climate change. So, how much more of Australia needs to
be incinerated before the Federal Government unravels its ties to fossil fuel producers and acts
on this climate crisis?

Green Design Guide 

WEPA was pleased to see the NSW Government Architect and Department of Planning release
a Draft Greener Places Design Guide at the end of June for public consultation. WEPA’s
response commended the guide on its focus – it covered open space for recreation; the urban
tree canopy; and bushland and waterways – and the comprehensive strategies and actions
invoked.  
  
The Guide provides a commendable way forward on many of the issues facing urban areas but it
should be noted that, at present, the State Government’s existing policies and legislation
undermine the guidance provided and will need to be redressed. The impacts of code-based (eg
10/50) and exempt forms of development; the application of offset rules for native vegetation; the
approval of developments which level remaining conservation areas; the extent to which State
Environmental Policies (SEPPs) override Local Environment Policies (LEPs) and the steam-
roller approach of State Significant Developments (eg the Beaches Link tunnel) are amongst the
current actions accelerating the loss of urban tree canopy and destroying open space and
bushland across urban areas.

Chatswood Golf Club – WEPA teed off about tree loss 

WEPA recently commented on the Development Application (DA 2020/117) lodged by the
Chatswood Golf Club to re-develop the site to accommodate a new clubhouse and senior living
apartments.  
  
WEPA is not opposed in principle to the construction of seniors’ accommodation on the site and
supports any efforts undertaken to rebuild sensitively and thus retain this large, green open
space near important wildlife reserves, national park, and the Lane Cove River. 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/nsw-government-releases-bushfire-inquiry-report
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/oct/07/nsw-will-allow-land-to-be-cleared-up-to-25m-from-property-boundary-citing-bushfire-concerns?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://naturaldisaster.royalcommission.gov.au/publications/interim-observations-1#download-the-interim-observations-pdf
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/actions/bushfire-royal-commission-sign/
https://www.tai.org.au/content/climate-nation-2019
https://www.governmentarchitect.nsw.gov.au/guidance/greener-places-guide
https://wepa.org.au/wepa-resources/wepa-submissions/
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Unfortunately, the earlier proposal for the site has now moved from around 60 to 106 two to
three-bedroom units.  Even more disturbing is that the original indication that only 28 trees would
be removed for construction has risen catastrophically to 255 trees! 
  
WEPA has written to Willoughby Council to comment on the unacceptable loss of trees – around
50 of which are mature natives likely to provide hollows to local wildlife – and the impacts a
construction of this height, bulk and scale will have on what is an important north-south and east-
west wildlife corridor.  You can read the full submission here. 
  
Council is currently preparing a report on the DA which will be provided to the Sydney North
Planning Panel towards the end of the year.  We urge members to read WEPA’s submission and
to write to Council about the need for this proposal to be sensibly and sensitively reworked to
maintain its important contribution to green open space and biodiversity in our Local Government
Area. 

Tree loss discrepancy from 28 to 255 trees – Chatswood Golf Course 

  

SCC Arboricultural Impact                      DA Arboricultural Impact 

Assessment = 28 x Trees                       Assessment = 255 x Trees 

But Wait, There’s More! 
We have since been notified about yet another development, a bit further up the same road
(Beaconsfield) from the Golf Course, which intends to squeeze 7 x 4 bedroom units onto 2
blocks by removing a further 35 trees, of which a number are classified in the arborist’s report as
highly significant; and this just up the hill from Ferndale Reserve. 
  
This out of character development has been proposed under the contentious Seniors State
Environment Planning Policy (SEPP) although this is the first time we have seen senior’s
accommodation with 4 bedrooms!  It also appears to be non-compliant with the Seniors SEPP in
terms of floor space ratio and the two-storey limit. 
  
You can see the plans for this development on WCC EPlanning Portal.  Search by DA number or
address: DA-2020/240, 99 Beaconsfield Road, Chatswood, NSW, 2067; 22B Greville Street,
Chatswood, NSW, 2067. Advice is provided here on how to lodge your comments.

Putting People back in Planning 

Until a few years ago, planning authorities and councils were required to notify the public of
various planning matters through local newspapers.  With the slow decline of the local press,
notifications have moved to the NSW Planning Portal or the relevant council’s website.  Many of
us would like to know about tree removals, demolitions and developments planned for our local
streets but don’t have the time to constantly refer to online sites.  Sometimes the first warning
you receive is a notice tacked up next door or a letter (if you are considered to be impacted).  

https://wepa.org.au/wepa-resources/wepa-submissions/
https://wepa.org.au/wepa-resources/wepa-submissions/
https://eplanning.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Common/Common/terms.aspx
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Development/Get-Approval/Development-Application/Frequently-Asked-Questions/How-do-I-comment-on-someone-else%E2%80%99s-DA
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/


10/31/2020 WEPA NEWS - No. 179

https://mailchi.mp/ac25257f143e/wepa-news-no-173-march-1838149 10/19

  
This is where PlanningAlerts comes into play.  Run by a charity (the OpenAustralia Foundation)
this website allows you to sign up (for free but they also appreciate donations) to receive regular
email alerts of planning applications within a few kilometres of your address.  
  
Every email received allows you to click through to your local Council if you wish to comment. 
It’s a great way to empower people to find out about and record their point of view about how
developments and other planning activities are impacting and shaping their neighbourhood.

Fur and Fury 

Image from The Guardian 15 Sept 2020 Photograph: By Toonman/Getty Images. 
  
The fur has been flying in more ways than one in the last few months as the NSW State
Government has fought internally and side-stepped solutions over the issue of protecting our
koalas.  
  
In June, an Upper House parliamentary report found koala numbers were down to 15,000 -
20,000 in NSW and this iconic and unique animal was headed for extinction in NSW before
2050.  The fact that almost three-quarters of the land earmarked for koalas burnt during the
2019/20 bushfires has exacerbated their plight. 
  
The response from the NSW Government has been mixed with:

NSW Environment Minister, Matt Kean, calling for plans to double the population by 2050
confirmation of the Georges River Koala Reserve
the crazy National Party attack on the proposed Koala SEPP
a review under threatened species law to move Koalas to endangered status
ongoing logging, land clearing and development of Koala habitat across NSW under the
State Government’s watch
the release of a Draft Cumberland Plains Conservation Plan which threatens to further
fragment koala habitat in southwestern Sydney (see how to object below).  Our Hon.
Secretary, Sue-Ellen Smith, recently made a submission on WEPA’s behalf to this review
a proposal to increase the level of clearing without approval around properties in fire-
prone areas from 10m to 25m from their fence line (which was not one of the bushfire
inquiry recommendations) which will further fragment koala habitat; plus
gazetted amendments to the Koala SEPP and to the Koala Habitat Protection Guideline
which has weakened their intent.

In the first few weeks of October, the NSW Government bowed to the Nationals and signed off
on a koala policy that fails to improve protections. According to the Environment Defenders
Office (EDO) key concerns are that:

no areas of koala habitat are off-limits to clearing or offsetting
the requirement for councils to prepare Comprehensive Koala Plans of Management
remains voluntary
the new Koala SEPP still only applies to limited types of development
the 1-hectare trigger has not been removed 
climate change considerations have been overlooked; and
monitoring and compliance requirements have not improved.

The NSW Government has also introduced the Local Land Services Amendment
(Miscellaneous) Bill 2020 which proposes changes to the native vegetation regulatory framework

https://www.planningalerts.org.au/about
https://www.smh.com.au/link/follow-20170101-p557j2
https://www.smh.com.au/environment/conservation/almost-three-quarters-of-land-earmarked-for-koalas-burned-last-season-20200916-p55w18.html
https://www.smh.com.au/environment/conservation/matt-kean-aims-to-double-koala-population-by-2050-20200725-p55fdc.html
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/News/2020/New-plan-to-deliver-conservation-legacy-for-Western-Sydney
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/nsw/we-will-look-at-the-whether-the-coalition-continues-crunch-day-in-koala-war-20200909-p55u0r.html
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/sep/25/sliding-towards-extinction-koala-may-be-given-endangered-listing-as-numbers-plummet
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/sep/15/koalas-still-under-threat-in-nsw-despite-berejiklians-ultimatum-to-nationals
https://wepa.org.au/wepa-resources/wepa-submissions/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/oct/26/bush-and-koalas-found-to-be-threatened-by-gratuitous-nsw-land-clearing-plan
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-10-07/nsw-government-agrees-on-koala-protection-policy/12738432
https://www.edo.org.au/2020/10/19/analysis-the-truth-about-the-nsw-koala-sepp/
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and the private native forestry (PNF) framework. The EDO believes that the changes proposed
by the Bill will remove important protections for koala habitat and will further facilitate excessive
and inappropriate land clearing. Analysis by the EDO has found that the Bill will result in:

unregulated land clearing of koala habitat not already identified in rural areas
the prevention of expanded koala habitat protection on private farmland into the future,
and
the exemption of Private Native Forestry operations from important development consents
and their durations doubled from 15 to 30 years.

The Bill poses a serious danger to koalas in NSW, as the loss, modification, and fragmentation of
their habitat is considered a key threat to their survival.  It is due to be debated in the Upper
House in the second week of November. 
  
The need for enforceable and effective laws is now more urgent than ever! How can you help? 
Here are some suggestions:

You have until 2 November to send an objection to the Draft Cumberland Plain
Conservation plan which threatens to fragment koala habitat across western Sydney.  You
will find further information and a way of emailing your response here
Sign the petition against the latest amendments to the Land Services Bill here before it is
debated in the second week of November
If you are on Facebook, ‘like’ the Save Sydney’s Koalas campaign and sign their
statement on protecting koalas in south-western Sydney.  WEPA member, Diana Pryde,
has been active in getting this group and its petition up and running and it has been doing
an excellent job!

Can you guess which koala is a WEPA member? Image: Save Sydney’s Koalas 

Stop Press:

Despite compelling evidence from the local community and scientists, the Federal
Environment Minister, Sussan Ley, has approved the clearing of 52 hectares of koala
habitat for the controversial Brandy Hill quarry expansion. Ecologists say the expansion
will sever a vital habitat corridor for breeding koala colonies.
This follows a decision by the NSW Government to fast-track a 280-lot housing
development at Appin, adjacent to a critical koala habitat south-west of Sydney and one of
the state’s healthiest and only rebounding koala population.

Raise your Recycling Efforts 

Recently the new WEPA President, John Moratelli, and Vice-President, Gay Spies, met with
Willoughby Mayor, Gail Giles-Gidney at her invitation. Among the topics discussed was recycling
and they congratulated Council on its A-Z of Recycling which is very clear and comprehensive. 

Recycling clothes and textiles 
Following the meeting, Gay’s further researches found useful additional information particularly
on recycling clothes and textiles which cannot be sent to charities for reuse. 

https://actionnetwork.org/letters/objection-to-draft-cumberland-plain-conservation-plan?clear_id=true&fbclid=IwAR3JlY5ooV0yaYC2ffLYYYvVqGYucBDlFwPYQvOs3eoQpEMsTu5Rf_6NIzk
https://action.hsi.org.au/page/69519/action/1
https://www.facebook.com/savesydneyskoalas/
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Residents/Waste-and-recycling/Reduce-reuse-recycle/A-Z-of-recycling
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For clothes and textiles, H&M, Zara and Upparel (formerly Manrags) will all take used clothing
regardless of condition. Free store drop off at H&M, and Zara stores. Upparel will collect from
your front door, old, worn or damaged clothing, also old sheets, towels, fabric off-cuts, textiles
and pairs of shoes. They ask that all items be clean, shoes polished and packed in boxes up to
10kg. They charge $25, all but $2 of which is for courier service. You can get a store credit for
the $25.  Book online here. 

Uplift will recycle ordinary bras, mastectomy bras, and breast forms, swimwear, new underpants,
and fabric nappies. This is a charitable organisation that sends items to South Pacific nations.
Currently closed due to COVID,  items can be saved to send later. 

Quilt covers, sheets, and towels, regardless of brand, can be recycled at any Sheridan Boutique,
Studio or Outlet Store. There is a Sheridan store in Chatswood Chase. 

For all store collection points, it is recommended to check ahead during COVID for opening
hours and to see if the service is currently operating. For charity donations such as Vinnies,
currently closed due to COVID, it is recommended that it be contacted to see if it will accept the
items for reuse, as much of the material donated is going to landfill and people are being given
vouchers to buy new items. 

Other items 
Gay also found that two sites, https://letsgo.ecoactiv.com.au/Ecoactiv, which is based in Victoria
but works nationwide; and Planet Ark’s Recycling Near You provide a wealth of information, not
only on what is recyclable but also what happens to the items recycled. Suggestions are also
made for items that cannot go into a recycling stream. 
  
Further tips:

For soft post-consumer plastics such as orange nets, bubble wrap and other soft plastic
packaging go to REDcycle.
Battery World, 289 Victoria Avenue, Chatswood, will recycle button and hearing aid
batteries, which are not accepted by other recyclers.
Coffee cups, lids, and straws can be recycled by Simply Cups, at 7Eleven stores.
Plastic bottle tops, (eg from milk bottles) have been collected by Envision firstly to make
prosthetic limbs and, while the design for these is being finalised, has diverted the excess
collected into children’s play equipment and stools.

Willoughby City Council is running a webinar on 10 November (during National Recycling Week)
to promote the REDcycle service and let people know what happens to their soft plastics.  See
further details under Events at the end of WEPA News. 
  
Stop Press: New Waste and Plastic Pollution Act 
On 9th November the Commonwealth Senate will debate a Recycling and Waste Bill 2020
designed to stop exports of waste to other countries for 'recycling'. Those wastes include tyres,
glass, and mixed plastics. This is a positive policy that should prevent Australia from exporting its
waste and help to promote more recycling in this country. 
  
The bill can potentially also introduce, amongst other things, new measures to reduce single-use
packaging. The problem is that once again the Commonwealth is endorsing targets to reduce
plastics, and then leaving it to the packaging industry to achieve these voluntarily. 

The packaging industry promised to reduce its plastic packaging and waste in 1999. For 21
years they have been making promises. According to the industry, in 1999 the plastic packaging
recycling rate was 20%, in 2018 it was 16%. 
  
We think it's time that the agreed packaging targets were made mandatory. 
  
National labelling for reusable, compostable, or recyclable packaging should mean all packaging
is eco-designed, efficiently collected, and then recovered in practice everywhere in Australia. 

The Commonwealth must support all states and territories bringing in bans on single-use plastics
and by 2022. Three governments (South Australia, Queensland, and the ACT) are introducing

https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/business/17648
https://www.zara.com/au/en/sustainability-collection-program-mkt1452.html?v1=967749
https://upparel.com.au/
https://upparel.com.au/
https://www.upliftbras.org/drop_off_bras.html
https://www.sheridan.com.au/sheridan-life/the-sheridan-recycling-program.html
https://letsgo.ecoactiv.com.au/Ecoactiv
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/
https://www.redcycle.net.au/
https://www.batteryworld.com.au/recycling
https://www.batteryworld.com.au/recycling
https://www.simplycups.com.au/
https://envision.org.au/envision-hands/
https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/nationalrecyclingweek/
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bans on single-use plastics. Other states must follow. 
  
Send a message to key MPs to support the bill on the Boomerang Alliance page here.

WEPA Gives a Dam 

Image: Give a Dam website 

Many of you attended our fund-raiser last year, held in association with the National Parks
Association and Nature NSW, for the Give a Dam campaign.  The NSW Government proposal to
raise the Warragamba Dam is a developer-driven proposal to make it easier to build on flood-
prone land in Western Sydney – despite the fact that this will put more people in harm’s way. If
the dam wall is raised, it will destroy 65 kilometres of wilderness rivers and inundate 4,700
hectares of the world heritage listed Blue Mountains National Park and it could wipe out as many
as 50 recognised Aboriginal heritage sites. 
  
The battle to stop this poorly conceived proposal has raged into 2020.  Most recently, the federal
Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment has criticised the state government’s plan to
raise the dam wall, saying it failed to conduct surveys of the likely impacts on wildlife, including
after last summer’s bushfires. It singled out the greater glider as an example of one species that
will lose some 200 hectares of habitat, forcing the loss or displacement of some 238 individual
animals even before the fires. 
  
The federal department also raised concerns about the uncertainty of the fate of as many as 55
plant and animal species in the water’s path. At the same time, the NSW Government has
announced its intention to raise the wall even higher (by 17 metres) which would threaten 6,000
hectares of World Heritage area. 
  
Hopefully, the tide appears to be turning against Stuart Ayres (Minister for Western Sydney), who
is one of the few advocates for the dam raising proposal. Following meetings with the Colong
Foundation for Wilderness and others, the Insurance Australia Group (IAG) has stepped back
from the project announcing that “a decision to raise the height of the Warragamba Dam wall
could well result in the destruction of both large areas of natural environment and also important
cultural heritage sites".  IAG Chairwoman, Elizabeth Bryan, further committed to "exploring the
appropriateness of IAG becoming a signatory to the United Nations Principles for Sustainable
Insurance-WWF-World Heritage Sites initiative." 
  
How can you help? 
Call on your insurer to consider adopting the same position as the IAG. For more information
about the campaign and how to assist by joining, signing the petition, donating or writing, visit
the Give a Dam website.

Gas Project threatens Pillaga and our Climate

https://www.boomerangalliance.org.au/recycling_and_waste_bill_2020_campaign?utm_campaign=recycling_and_waste_bill_2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=boomerangalliance
https://npansw.org.au/
https://www.nature.org.au/
https://www.giveadam.org.au/
https://www.smh.com.au/environment/conservation/unacceptable-federal-department-blasts-warragamba-dam-wall-plan-20200816-p55m5v.html#:~:text=A%20federal%20department%20has%20joined,including%20after%20last%20summer's%20bushfires.
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/oct/23/iag-withdraws-support-for-raising-warragamba-dam-wall
https://www.giveadam.org.au/
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Eastern Pygmy Possum in Pillaga forest. Photo by Phil Stark

 
The NSW Independent Planning Commission announced late last month that it had given
conditional approval to the controversial Narrabri Gas Project despite having received over
10,000 submissions, the majority opposing the project. If developed in full, it would involve up to
850 coal seam gas wells being drilled on 1,000 hectares of Pilliga forest and nearby grazing
land. 
  
Objections included that it could damage groundwater relied on for agriculture, lead to a loss of
pressure in the Great Artesian Basin, affect biodiversity in the Pilliga forest and release
substantial greenhouse gas emissions at odds with Australia’s commitment to the Paris climate
agreement. The approval comes after it was revealed that the IPC would not consider last-
minute evidence from Environmental Defenders Office (EDO) clients that the project would likely
have a greater impact on groundwater than previously thought. 
  
Despite initial disappointment, the battle is far from over. 
  
The IPC commissioners' approval did have a sting in its tail: Santos will need to comply with 134
consent conditions which will pose some complex problems to resolve before it starts any drilling
or production.  They include dealing with vast tonnes of salt waste, producing new groundwater
models, and preparing management plans on water, cultural heritage, bushfire, and biodiversity
management. 
  
Compliance with these conditions will take time and money and community opposition from
farmers, locals, and the traditional owners remains strong. 
  
How can you support this campaign?

Find out more about the campaign from the Lock the Gate Alliance
Call the Premier and Ministers now and tell them how you feel
Post on social media
Donate to the Narrabri Fightback Fund to support communities as they take on Santos in
the courts and the boardrooms and along the pipeline route
Write a short letter to The Sydney Morning Herald and the local papers.

Protecting Kosciuszko with artful advocacy 

https://www.edo.org.au/2020/09/30/narrabri-gas-project-approved-by-nsw-ipc/
https://www.lockthegate.org.au/
https://www.lockthegate.org.au/
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Helen Grey, Guthega Skink (Liopholis guthega) 
  
According to the Invasive Species Council most of the feral horses in the Kosciuszko National
Park escaped the summer's bushfires and their numbers are probably rising again (to an
estimated 20,000!), increasing pressure on delicate alpine ecosystems. WEPA has been liaising
with the Reclaim Kosci Campaign as it awaits the urgently needed new draft Kosciuszko horse
management plan. 
  
In the meantime, campaign volunteers around NSW and the ACT have taken up their sewing
needles and paintbrushes.  Some have created stunning replicas of threatened alpine flowers
such as Max Muellers Burr Daisy (Calotis pubescens) and the Anemone buttercup (Ranunculus
anemoneus). Others, more skilled with a paintbrush, have produced beautiful paintings of
threatened alpine orchids and species such as the broad toothed-mouse and guthaga skink
(above). You can see their online exhibition here. 
  
The completed creations will be presented to NSW MPs ahead of their consideration of the draft
Kosciuszko Feral Horse Management Plan, due to be issued for comment before the end of
2020. 
  
In the meantime, you can take action by heading to the Reclaim Kosci site to ask the NSW
Environment Minister to get moving on this urgent issue.

Cutting the ties that bind

Satin Bowerbirds have been found with milk rings around their necks and beaks. Image: ABC News. 

The Australian Wildlife Society has asked us to take a small but important step to help our
wildlife: please snip through plastic rings, rubber bands, and hair ties before disposing of
them. 

http://www.smh.com.au/environment/conservation/feral-horses-barely-affected-by-summer-bushfires-numbers-likely-climbing-again-20201006-p562i0.html?btis
https://reclaimkosci.org.au/flower-project/
https://reclaimkosci.org.au/action-long-term-plan/
https://www.aws.org.au/
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Each year, thousands of birds and air-breathing aquatic wildlife such as birds, platypus, turtles,
and water dragons are strangled, obtain significant injuries, and often die horrific deaths from
discarded litter. Wildlife often becomes entangled in plastic rings, rubber bands, and hair ties that
wrap around their beak or muzzle, preventing them from eating.  Disposable face mask strings
can now be added to this list.  These items can also tangle up their feet, wings, or fins, limiting
their movement. 
  
Young animals can become entrapped in these items and as they grow, these items cut into their
flesh, sometimes amputating limbs or killing the animal. Other animals mistake these items for
food and ingest them. 

Read more here about how you can get this advice out and who to write to about encouraging
safer product design for our wildlife.

A nudge to our members 

We appreciate our members – you are WEPA. Whether you come to our meetings, join us on
Zoom, read and respond to our campaign calls, join committees, volunteer to be on stalls, collect
signatures on petitions or just talk to family, friends, and neighbours about the issues raised in
our bulletins and news – we can’t do without you. 
  
Which brings me to the topic of membership fees – Covid-19 has disrupted many of our face-to-
face collection points for membership renewals. If you are still to renew, please see our online
instructions here. 
  
If you are unsure whether you have renewed for 2020 please email us at wepa@wepa.org.au
and we can check for you. If you know someone you think might join please refer them to our
website.  
  
Oh, and donations are always welcome! There has never been a more important time for us to
fight together for our environmental future.

Upcoming Environmental Events 

https://www.aws.org.au/snip-rings-for-wildlife/
https://wepa.org.au/about-2/wepa-membership/
mailto:wepa@wepa.org.au
https://wepa.org.au/
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Coastal Spotlight Walk 
Friday, 06 November 2020, 8pm - 9:30pm 
You may be surprised what nocturnal wildlife you’ll discover exploring this bushland and small
beach. Bring a torch. This walk is only suitable for children 5 years and over. The entrance to
Clive Park is at the end of Sailors Bay Road, Northbridge. Register here with Willoughby City
Council.

Bee Conservation in Action - Online 
Sunday, 8 November 2020, 3pm – 4pm 
To launch the beginning of Australian Pollinator Week 2020 join in conversation with Costa
Georgiadis and Dan Smailes on an online 'walk & talk' through a regional botanic garden
focusing on some of the recent Sydney Native Bee Rescues relocated within. Hosted
by Australian Native Bee Association, Sydney Native Bee Rescue and Sydney Native Bees 
Online with Facebook Live – go here on Sunday 8 Nov. at the advertised time:
https://www.facebook.com/Australian.Native.Bee.Association/

Kimbriki Eco-House and Garden Tour 
Monday, 09 November 2020, 9:15am - 1:15pm 
Join staff from Willoughby City Council for this free tour of the Kimbriki Resource Recovery
Centre to celebrate National Recycling Week. This event starts with a site tour of Kimbriki, a tour
of the Eco-Garden to learn about ecology, composting, and recycling, and is followed by an
Ecological Living workshop at the Eco-House with Peter Rutherford - the resident ecologist and
passionate advocate for a healthier lifestyle. Kimbriki diverts almost 75% of the material it
receives away from landfill! Meet at 9:15am in front of the Dougherty Community Centre in
Chatswood to catch the bus, and we will return around 1:15pm. Due to limited numbers, this tour
is reserved to Willoughby City Council residents, and bookings are essentials.  Register here.

What happens to my soft plastics? 
Tuesday, 10 November 2020, 12:00pm - 1:00pm 
If you're curious about how REDcycle works and what their soft plastics recycling program
achieves, join a Willoughby City Council lunchtime presentation to have all your questions
answered. Rebecca Gleghorn, RED Group's Marketing and Communications Manager will talk
about all things REDcycle, from the very beginning until today, what products are made from the
returned soft plastics, where to from here, and how you can get behind a whole new initiative.
This workshop will be run digitally via the platform Zoom, you will receive a link to the meeting
the week before the workshop. Register here with Willoughby City Council.

Online trivia night for National Recycling Week 
Wednesday 11 November 2020, 7:00pm - 8:30pm 
Zoom Session 
Bookings essential to Willoughby Council: Book online 
Gather your friends or family, or go solo, and put your waste and recycling knowledge to the test,
have some laughs and win some great sustainable prizes at our ‘National Recycling Week’
inspired Trivia Night, all in the comfort of your own home. The trivia will be followed by a Q&A
with Council’s sustainability team who will answer all your questions on waste and recycling.
What to prepare: You will need 2 devices to participate: a smartphone for the free Kahoot! quiz

https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Events/Coastal-Spotlight-Walk
https://www.facebook.com/Australian.Native.Bee.Association/
https://www.facebook.com/nativebeerescue/
https://www.facebook.com/sydneynativebees/
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Events/Kimbriki-Eco-House-and-Garden-Tour
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Events/What-happens-to-my-soft-plastics
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Events/Online-Trivia-Night
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app, and another device (phone, tablet or computer) to join the Zoom meeting. More info will be
provided after booking.

Expression of Interest - Guided bushwalk to Blue Gum Park 
Friday, 13 November 2020, 09:30am - 12:00pm 
Blue Gum Park is a small area of bushland located in the northern part of Willoughby that forms
a contiguous link to larger areas of bushland, such as Lane Cove National Park. This linkage
provides a significant ecological corridor, particularly for highly mobile wildlife, such as birds and
bats.  Priority is given to newcomers. Confirmation email sent to successful participants. Not
suitable for children. Register here with Willoughby City Council.

Craig Reucassel presents Fight for Planet A 
Monday 16 November 2020, 6:30pm - 7:30pm 
Zoom Online Webinar 
Bookings essential to NSW Public Libraries: Book online 

Most Australians understand that climate change is real, but many don't know what to do about it
and feel powerless to make a difference. In Fight for Planet A, the book of the ABC series of the
same name, Craig Reucassel shows that it isn't as scary as we think, and we can make a
difference to help protect the world for future generations. The Chaser comedian and presenter
of War on Waste sets out solutions and practical day-to-day changes we can make to reduce our
carbon footprint, as well as changes our governments need to make without further delay.
Featuring a few shocking statistics to make you sit up and take notice, plus many more pro-
active tips and strategies for everyday Australians who want to make a difference, Fight for
Planet A is for anyone who has no Planet B - which is most of us.

Webinar: EPBC Act: Federal environment reform in an age of climate crisis 
Wednesday, 18 November 2020, 6pm 
Presented by ANU College of Law, Law Reform and Social Justice (LRSJ) and ANU Fenner
School of Environment & Society. As Australia nears the end of one of its most devastating years
environmentally, how can our laws protect our national landmarks, conserve vulnerable
ecosystems and safeguard our species amid an extinction emergency? Join our expert panel as
we discuss these issues and more. Register here.

Music for a Warming World - Live-stream Concert 
Thursday, 26 November 2020, 07:00pm to 08:30pm 
This visually stunning eco-meditation concert will change how you think about the climate crisis
and will empower you to face the future with honesty and courage.  With original music and
multi-media, it is an emotional, thoughtful and highly entertaining journey through our changing
environment. 
 'Incredible music ... moving live performance ... be entertained, educated and inspired
simultaneously - this is real "Tikkun Olam"! (an act of kindness to repair the world) 
(Abe Swartz, Radio Presenter) 
Book here with Willoughby City

NCC Bushfire Conference 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the May 2020 NCC Biennial Bushfire Conference was
postponed until May 2021. Here are the new dates for your diaries: Tuesday 4th of May
- Wednesday 5th May 2021 at the Teachers Federation Conference Centre, Sydney. The
conference theme is Cool, Warm Hot: the burning questions and we look forward to hearing from
a range of experts, agencies, Traditional Owners and practitioners.  For further information:
contact Lucy and Evelyn from the Bushfire Program team at BushfireConf2020@nature.org.au
or (02) 9516 0359 or head to the conference website. 

https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Events/Expression-of-Interest-Guided-bushwalk-to-Blue-Gum-Park
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/craig-reucassel-presents-fight-for-planet-a-tickets-125405847265
https://anu.zoom.us/webinar/register/6616012719501/WN_mdwzeY_8R1yBu3gL4n9myg
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Events/Music-for-a-Warming-World-Live-stream-Concert
mailto:BushfireConf2020@nature.org.au
https://www.nature.org.au/healthy-ecosystems/bushfire-program/bushfire-conference-2021/
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Contact WEPA 
Email: wepa@wepa.org.au 
Website: www.wepa.org.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/wepa.org.au

A member of the Nature Conservation Council of NSW.

WEPA acknowledges the traditional owners of this land, the Gameraygal people, their spirits and ancestors and we pay our
respects to Elders past and present.

Disclaimer 
The views expressed in the articles above are not necessarily those of the publisher or editor.  
Contributions from WEPA members are welcome. 
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