
From: mfolwil@bigpond.net.au <mfolwil@bigpond.net.au>  
Sent: Thursday, 12 November 2020 4:22 PM 
To: email@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 
Cc: Subject: Submission in relation to the draft Bicentennial Reserve Plan of Management Attn: Julie 
Whitfield 
 
Dear Ms Whitfield, 

 
I am writing on behalf of the Willoughby Environmental Protection Association (WEPA) to comment 

on the draft Bicentennial Reserve Plan of Management and, by extension, on the adjoining Flat Rock 
Gully.  WEPA objects to the development of a Plan of Management for this area which does not 

include Flat Rock Gully.   
 

The first thing I would note is that, in the process of developing the draft Bicentennial Reserve Plan 
of Management (BRPOM), Willoughby City Council has made a decision to leave the Flat Rock Gully 

area out of the Plan of Management.  I would note that Bicentennial Reserve and Flat Rock Gully 
(FRG) have been treated under one Plan of Management since 1995 without, as far as we are aware, 

any issue being raised about this arrangement. 
 
There does not seem to be any explanation given for the separation of BR and FRG at this juncture 

other than that FRG is bushland and is covered by a 2018 Bushland Plan of Management and the 
Urban Bushland Plan of Management 2014 (which I understand is soon to be revised).   

 
Briefly, there are three reasons why we are objecting to the excision of FRG from the draft POM: 

• BR and FRG are significant parts of a habitat linkage or wildlife corridor that includes Tunks 
Park, Northbridge Park, Cliff Ave Reserve and Artarmon Reserve. It is a major and central 

part of the east-west ecological linkage between Middle Harbour and Lane Cove River 
Catchments.  There is bushland and tree coverage in both BR and FRG.  It would surely be 

more effective in relation to biodiversity and the protection of bushland in the area to have 
both areas, which are merely broken by one road, dealt with in the same plan;  

• FRG is not only bushland.  At the top of FRG is an area of walkways, bridges, fields and 
sitting places between the bushland.  It is an important extension of Bicentennial Reserve for 

those not engaging in sport and is used by walkers, cyclists, schools, child care centres, 
picknickers and for outdoor events.  The people using FRG move back and forward from BR 

to FRG.  It is linked by a tunnel under Flat Rock Drive to facilitate this use; 

• the various walking and sitting infrastructure provided in FRG is not referred to in the FRG 
Bushland Plan.  We are concerned that these items will not be maintained and/or added to 
or utilised effectively in the future if a program of management is not made for its network 

of rest spots, walks and tracks; and 
• WEPA is also concerned that the excision of FRG from the draft POM may mean that it is set 

aside and not acknowledged for its bushland, cultural, recreational and other community 
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impacts at a time when these values are under imminent threat from the State 
Government’s road tunnelling activities.   

 
WEPA would ask that you consider the points raised above and provide more detailed advice to the 

community prior to finalising a draft POM for these areas. 

 
Please feel free to contact me (details below) if further information is required. 
 

Meredith 

 
Dr Meredith Foley  

Executive Committee 

Willoughby Environmental Committee  

0438 890 902 

Email:  wepa@wepa.org.au 

Website: www.wepa.org.au 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/wepa.org.au 
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