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WEPA Greetings 

Dear members, this has undoubtedly been a most challenging year for many in the community. 
We have had to face down mega bush fires and the corresponding loss of lives, homes, and
habitats; a global pandemic that continues to hold us in its grips; and a continuation of climate
and conservation catastrophes. 
  
We would like to thank all WEPA’s members for their input during the year.  Many of you will
have helped family and the local community during crisis and illness over the last twelve months
and we thank you for your efforts. Others will also have found time to be involved in campaigns
to protect the environment and we would like to applaud your endeavours as well. 
  
We will have our work cut out for us next year with the recent release of the Beaches Link Tunnel



Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) – see our President’s first take on some of its content
below.  The need to curtail the destruction of our environment for unsustainable activities and to
seek new protection for our wildlife and bushlands will also be ongoing challenges. 
  
We hope that this holiday season will give you an opportunity to relax and recharge your
energies by taking some time to be with family and friends and to contemplate and enjoy the
wonderful natural world we share. 

On the National Parks Trail 

Thanks to all those who managed to join us at our Zoom session on Tuesday 1 December.  
We enjoyed a fascinating evening with Gary Dunnett, Executive Officer of the National Parks
Association of New South Wales.  Gary, who previously worked for the National Parks and
Wildlife Service, provided a fascinating and frank overview of our parks system and the
challenges it faces today: from bushfire and other disasters to the rising visitation during the
pandemic and learning to protect parts of the parks from the Instagram exploits of ‘20
somethings’. Gary, a skilled photographer, illustrated the talk with many beautiful images from his
own collection.  

For those who missed out, you will shortly be able to view the recording of the talk and
discussion on our website.

Preserve a significant Chatswood wildlife corridor 



Powerful Owl chick from Ferndale Reserve. Image: Meredith Foley. 

A number of Chatswood residents have started a petition to oppose a development at
Chatswood Golf Club. The development has grown exponentially since initial approval and now
proposes to remove 255 trees and other ridgeline vegetation from an area that has long been
part of a significant Chatswood wildlife corridor and which is identified in the Willoughby City
Council Natural Heritage Register. 
  
For more details visit: https://beaconsfield.life/ 
  
Help us save the tree canopy in this area from destruction for an outsized and inappropriate
development. The petition has already gathered close to 900 signatures.  Please add your
support by signing here: 
  
Petition to stop over-development in wildlife corridors
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No protection for Flat Rock Gully from the Beaches Link Tunnel.  Image: Meredith Foley 
  
Just in the lead up to Christmas when everyone is exhausted by 2020 and looking forward to
taking a break and holidaying with their families over January the NSW Government releases the
EIS in relation to the Beaches Link. Just when P&Cs have stopped meeting and won’t meet
again until schools resume and elections are held. 
  
Thousands of pages, many highly technical, with a closing date of 1 March. 
  
This didn’t need to be done to this timetable. With The Sydney Morning Herald reporting that
contracts won’t be signed until the 3rd or 4th quarter of 2022, it could have waited till February
when people were back from holidays. Better still, public transport alternatives could have
been considered before it was done at all. 

Public Transport 

In fact, public transport alternatives is one thing required to be addressed as part of the EIS as
one of the Secretary’s environmental assessment requirements (SEARs). These requirements
are set out in Appendix A to the EIS along with information to where the requirements are
addressed. 
  
The problem is that this requirement is not addressed except in the most cursory and
unconvincing fashion. This was also the case in relation to the EIS regarding the Western
Harbour Tunnel but, although Willoughby Council asked for public transport alternatives to be
considered in its submission on that EIS it has done nothing to ensure that this is done in this
EIS. 
  
But don't take my word for it, have a look at Chapter 4 of the EIS where the impact on
congestion of the combination of the planned rapid bus service from Dee Why to Chatswood and
the new Metro from Chatswood to the city, is acknowledged and then dismissed in a single
paragraph - 
While these projects would contribute to reducing congestion on the existing road network, they
would not be sufficient to resolve the existing road network capacity constraints between the
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patterns and trip purposes within Greater Sydney and the dispersed nature of origin and
destination points for an individual journey. This means that roads remain a critical element
in the integrated transport network, servicing buses, freight, commercial and many other
individual journey needs. (my emphasis) 
  
But journey to work data for the Northern Beaches LGA shows the following destinations: 

Doesn’t look too complex to me! And these are all destinations where there are large and
concentrated CBDs serviced by train stations. And all those stations will be serviced by the
Metro from Chatswood currently under construction and due for completion in 2024. 
  
It’s not even as though there are that many ways to and from the Northern Beaches LGA. 
  
As the EIS says in Chapter 3: 
Access between the North District and employment hubs along the Eastern Economic Corridor is
primarily provided by private vehicle and bus services using the Military Road/Spit Road (A8)
and Warringah Road (A38)/Eastern Valley Way corridors. 
  
Although these corridors are congested, publicly available traffic monitoring data shows that
there has been no increase in traffic over the past decade. Here’s the graph for the Spit Bridge
but, data for Warringah Road, Eastern Valley Way, and Mona Vale Road is similar. 



The increases in congestion forecast in the EIS if the Beaches Link is not built are based on
projected population and jobs growth due to planned development around the Frenchs Forest
Priority Growth Area and, to a lesser extent, Ingleside. As the NSW Department of Planning,
Industry and Environment succinctly puts it - “Rezoning of Frenchs Forest will be state-led.” 
  
Impact of COVID-19 

But there are some problems with these forecasts, in any event, the most important being the
impact of COVID-19. In dealing with this impact the EIS is as unconvincing as it is when
dismissing the capacity of public transport to have a significant impact on congestion along the
Warringah Road and Spit Bridge/Military Road corridors. 
  
The EIS attempts to dismiss the impact of covid with: 
In Greater Sydney, traffic levels on most roads have returned to those experienced before NSW
Government restrictions for COVID-19 were put in place. This indicates a relatively rapid
response to the event by the city and suggests that the movement of people, goods and services
and demand for road capacity is returning to conditions similar to those prior to the COVID-19
pandemic. 
  
Why this recovery in private car use suggests anything more than a temporary fleeing from
public transport in the midst of a pandemic because of fear of infection from their unmasked
fellow commuters, isn’t explored further. 
  
Given the travel patterns of Northern Beaches residents, I find these statements from
Infrastructure Australia’s December 2020 report “Infrastructure beyond Covid-19” more relevant:

A 2020 Gartner CFO survey reports that 74% (CFOs) expect a shift whereby some
employees remote work permanently, indicating significant uncertainty for CBDs following
COVID-19



Many companies located in Australian CBDs are not renewing commercial leases or are
downsizing floor space
While reported market metrics have not yet moved dramatically (e.g. net absorption,
vacancy and effective rents) CBRE expects more significant changes to flow through in
2021 as the full impact of the crisis takes effect.

Will public transport be slow or lack capacity? 

The EIS says this about the Metro from Chatswood to the city and beyond: 
The Sydney Metro City & Southwest project will enhance the Sydney rail network and enable it
to carry an additional 100,000 people per hour in peak periods, delivering sufficient capacity to
serve the city well into the future. 
  
It will also connect to the Western Metro which will provide fast travel to Pyrmont and then on to
Parramatta. 
  
By comparison, the ABS’ estimated resident population for the Northern Beaches LGA for 2019
is 273,499 of whom, using 2016 census data, 129,684 were employed, and of those over 50%
work in their own LGA. 
  
Although I haven’t been able to find anything specific about forecast journey times for the new
metro, I have estimated 9 minutes from Chatswood to Barangaroo as this is the time taken to
travel the same distance, stopping at the same number of stations from Chatswood to Macquarie
University. The metro then continues on to Martin Place and eventually to Sydenham. It will run
at 4-minute intervals during peak periods. 
  
The missing link is a high capacity, fast, public transport service from Dee Why to Chatswood
along the Warringah Road corridor and this is being planned and could be established before
construction on the Beaches Link is even planned to commence. 
  
This all just reinforces the need to do a thorough assessment of public transport alternatives. 
  
But you won’t find any such assessment in the Beaches Link EIS, despite the fact that the
Beaches Link will:

add to Sydney’s car traffic and the air pollution that entails in circumstances where
Sydney’s air quality is being increasingly diminished by global warming
damage important revegetated local bushland in Flat Rock Gully
disturb contaminated fill underlying Bicentennial Reserve and the netball courts, the
nature of which previously led to Tunks Park being managed under the Contaminated
Land Management Act 1997
cause significant local congestion during a five-year construction phase due to the
installation of traffic lights on Flat Rock Drive to allow for 60 B-double truck movements an
hour in and out of the proposed dive site
pose risks to heritage areas such as Naremburn
pose risks to the marine environment, swimmers and sailors, from the disturbance of toxic
sludge
be far more expensive than an upgrade to the planned rapid bus service by construction
of dedicated bus lanes where Boundary Road narrows from three lanes to two.

 What can you do?

1. Register and attend some upcoming information sessions and ask some hard questions
as to how this project can be justified, specifically where in the EIS is the evidence that
public transport cannot reduce congestion at less cost and much less risk to the
environment? Push for specific answers. 

The NSW government has “arranged the following virtual information sessions:”It wants



As we look towards the next bush fire season, many of us have been considering how best to
repair the land and live safely on or near bush fire zones.  

WEPA member, Ian (Tig) Crowley has written an interesting article on regenerative land
management and the types of fire-retardant natives we should be including in gardens and
around properties.  Read more here: https://wepa.org.au/2020/12/23/repairing-the-land-with-fire-
retardant-plantings-article/

Animals Make Us Human 

Animals Make Us Human is a new book that celebrates Australia's unique wildlife and, in the

you to RSVP if you want to attend, by visiting nswroads.work/blportal 

Artarmon 4-5pm, Thursday 14 January 
Cammeray 5.30pm – 7pm, Thursday 14 January 
Northbridge/Willoughby 4pm-5.30pm, Tuesday 19 January 
Seaforth/Killarney Heights/Frenchs Forest 6pm-7.30pm, Tuesday 19 January 
Mosman/Middle Harbour 4pm-5.30pm, Wednesday 20 January 
Balgowlah 6pm- 7.30pm, Wednesday 20 January 
 

2. Ring and/or write to your local member objecting to this project proceeding when public
transport alternatives have not been properly considered. Complain to them about the EIS
being released just before Xmas

3. Share this article
4. Put in an objection to the EIS
5. Talk to friends and family and get them to do the same
6. Contact your local councillors to ask them what they are doing to bring these issues to the

attention of residents.

John Moratelli 
President, WEPA
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wake of the 2019-20 bushfires, its vulnerability.
  
A fundraiser for our wildlife, from land, sea and sky. Proceeds go to the Australian Marine
Conservation Society and Australian Wildlife Conservancy. 
  
Grab it for someone for Christmas or for reading over the holiday break. Available now in
bookshops and online. 
 

Contact WEPA 
Email: wepa@wepa.org.au 
Website: www.wepa.org.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/wepa.org.au

A member of the Nature Conservation Council of NSW.

WEPA acknowledges the traditional owners of this land, the Gameraygal people, their spirits and ancestors and we pay our
respects to Elders past and present.

Disclaimer 
The views expressed in the articles above are not necessarily those of the publisher or editor.  
Contributions from WEPA members are welcome. 
The WEPA logo above was created by Adrienne Kabos.
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