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WEPA President’s Annual Report  
May 2020 – March 2021 
 
I find it hard to believe that I have been the WEPA President for less than a year. Given the 
baptism of fire, COVID-19, the Beaches Link Tunnel Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
release over the Christmas/New Year period, and the recent floods, it seems much longer.  
 
Despite natural calamities validating climate change predictions, and COVID-19 creating a 
need for economic stimulus which could be met by investing in green energy, the Federal 
government seems intent on ‘stimulating the economy’ by stripping away environmental 
protections; and the NSW government is using the floods to argue that the Warragamba 
Dam wall needs to be raised, rather than stopping further development on the floodplain. 
 
In this context, we have worked hard to amplify our efforts through networking and 
collaboration and by adapting to an online environment.  This has included: 

• continuing to raise funds to allow regular support to be provided to our State 
network: the Nature Conservation Council (NCC) of NSW, and to the Australian 
Conservation Foundation, the Total Environment Centre and the NSW Environmental 
Defenders Office (EDO) (which has launched a national EDO); 

• discussing with STEP - a Ku-ring-gai/Hornsby based environmental protection group - 
whether we can work together with it and other local groups to develop submissions 
and policy positions eg on wildlife corridors, developments impacting bushland, bird 
strike and water quality; 

• going online for our meetings due to continued concern re the pandemic.  Early in 
the year we organised our first public Zoom meeting with Stop Adani, attended 
online by 48 people; 

• joining in a series of Strategic Leaders’ meetings staged by the NCC; 

• continuing cooperation with the National Parks Association of NSW on challenges to 
the park system and other environmental issues and holding a public meeting 
addressed by their Executive Officer, Gary Dunnett, via Zoom in December; and 

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/project/10456
https://www.nature.org.au/
https://www.acf.org.au/
https://www.acf.org.au/
https://www.tec.org.au/contact
https://www.edo.org.au/
https://www.step.org.au/index.php
https://www.stopadani.com/
https://npansw.org.au/
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• continuing membership of the Better Planning Network and, in recent months, 
extending our efforts to work more closely with Willoughby Councillors on 
environmental issues in our area. 

 
Mid-year, Vice-President, Gay Spies and I attended a meeting with WCC Mayor, Gail Giles-
Gidney, to discuss a number of issues of concern including: 

• the proposed Chatswood Golf Course development; 

• the Urban Tree Canopy, including the street tree documentation programme and the 
WCC Natural Heritage Register; 

• recycling; 

• community education via Council’s Willoughby News; 

• notification of relevant Development Applications (DAs) to WEPA; 

• the proposed Beaches Link Tunnel; and 

• the possibility of future meetings. 
 

Stop the Tunnels 

Our biggest local campaign has undoubtedly been around opposing the Western Harbour 
and Beaches Link Tunnel projects. The Beaches Link Tunnel in particular presents significant 
risks to the local terrestrial and marine environments and can’t proceed without the 
Western Harbour Tunnel (WHT).  
 

 
John Moratelli, WEPA President with Larissa Penn, Coalition of Concerned – Tunnels Alliance.   
(SMH 21 March 2021)  Image: Wolter Peeters 

https://www.betterplanningnetwork.org.au/
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Environment/Bushland-and-Wildlife/Natural-Heritage-Register
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Unfortunately, despite massive community opposition the Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) for the WHT was approved in January 2021 during the exhibition period for the 
Beaches Link Tunnel (which makes one wonder whether approval was preordained).  Our 
work on this campaign has included: 

• making a submission on transport and environmental aspects of the Western 
Harbour Tunnel EIS in March 2020.  This was one of over 1,000 objections submitted;  

• writing to Willoughby City Council (WCC) with comments on their draft submission 
on the EIS for the Western Harbour Tunnel and Warringah Freeway, in particular 
urging attention to public transport deficiencies and air pollution issues; 

• supporting a community petition calling for an extension of time for responses to the 
Western Tunnel EIS; 

• joining Stop the Tunnels in July to present an over 10,000 signature petition calling 
on the NSW Government to reconsider the tunnels; 

• attending the Parliamentary debate in July and speaking to the media later on the 
fundamental flaws in the tunnels’ proposal; 

• writing  to WCC in Nov 2020 to object to the separation of Bicentennial Reserve and 
Flat Rock Gully management plans; 

• Meredith Foley and I prepared a detailed submission on the Beaches Link EIS 
focussing on biodiversity (Flat Rock Gully; Tunks Park; Clive Park and Middle 
Harbour) and general environmental impacts plus the failure of the  Tunnel 
proponents to address the potential for alternative public transport – with 78 
recommendations for further information to be included in a resubmitted EIS (Feb. 
2021); 

• participating, with other groups, in a roundtable with council officers to help inform 
WCC’s submission to the Beaches Link EIS; 

• presenting resolutions opposing the Beaches Link to local progress associations 
resulting in the Federation of Willoughby Progress Associations adopting a 
resolution, endorsed by all Progress Associations in Willoughby LGA, opposing the 
project and conveying that resolution to WCC; 

• Working with other groups opposed to the Western Harbour and Beaches Link 
tunnels including - the Coalition of Concerned Tunnel Alliance, Save Flat Rock Gully 
and Stop the Tunnels as well as a range of local and Northern Beaches groups  - to 
swap information, raise local awareness and encourage objections to the Beaches 
Link EIS. This resulted in 94 submissions to the EIS from organisations, 74 of which 

https://wepa.org.au/wepa-resources/wepa-submissions/
https://www.stopthetunnel.org/want-to-help
https://www.facebook.com/stoptunnels/videos/995664570875467
https://wepa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/WEPA-sub-re-WCC-Bicentennial-Reserve-POM-Nov-2020.pdf
https://wepa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/WEPA-sub-re-WCC-Bicentennial-Reserve-POM-Nov-2020.pdf
https://wepa.org.au/2021/02/27/beaches-link-tunnel-eis-wepa-submission/
https://fwpas.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/490800731366523/


4 
 

were objections, and 1442 submissions from members of the public, 1281 of which 
were objections; 

• working with other groups to obtain media coverage (see “Our kids play school 
sports nearby’: Locals fear contamination from new tunnel” The Sydney Morning 
Herald 21 Feb. 2021); 

•  writing to WCC about the potential contamination of Flat Rock Gully from 
disturbance generated by the Beaches Link resulting in the Council notifying the EPA 
pursuant to the Contaminated Land Management Act; and 

• planning for a future public meeting to update members of the community on 
submissions lodged and to discuss further action, including the need to put pressure 
on WCC to ensure the site is rehabilitated and returned to bushland.  

 

 
The pristine site at the end of Clive Park, Naremburn where the Beaches Link tunnel will emerge and  
cross to Seaforth.  Image: Meredith Foley 

 
Urban Environment 
During this time, WEPA also maintained a close watch over Federal, State and local 
legislation and planning decisions which threatened to impact negatively on our urban 
bushland reserves, tree canopy and wildlife.  Many of these interventions related to the 
continued subversion of local decision-making by the NSW State Government.  Amongst 
other actions on these issues, WEPA: 

https://www.smh.com.au/national/our-kids-play-school-sports-nearby-locals-fear-contamination-from-new-tunnel-20210219-p573xz.html?fbclid=IwAR3IunEOuLvBe9-QKDrTsJPkyRbbJykgZa0sozzfeawSG4g1wx0cauVaVDo
https://www.smh.com.au/national/our-kids-play-school-sports-nearby-locals-fear-contamination-from-new-tunnel-20210219-p573xz.html?fbclid=IwAR3IunEOuLvBe9-QKDrTsJPkyRbbJykgZa0sozzfeawSG4g1wx0cauVaVDo
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• supported Councillor Lynne Saville who was asking WCC to write to the NSW 
Planning Minister to seek assurances about the State Government’s plans to 
accelerate development by overriding local government decision-making during 
the Covid-19 pandemic.  Unfortunately, the motion failed to pass at WCC; 

• WEPA members Meredith Foley and Diana Pryde were members of a WCC panel to 
consider, amongst other management issues, the introduction of sports lighting on 
O.H.Reid Reserve, West Chatswood.  The majority of the panel opposed sports 
lights within a bushland reserve and the new management plan has now been 
accepted; 

• WEPA is concerned that NSW State plans for seniors’ developments are being used 
inappropriately to undermine local environmental plans.  In July WEPA wrote to 
WCC objecting to the proposed redevelopment of the Chatswood Golf Course 
building site which is to involve the removal of 255 of the 309 trees on the proposed 
site and loss of green open space. The golf course site is an integral part of an 
important wildlife corridor.  A petition (of over 1,700) has been gathered against 
this development in its current form.  It is likely to go to the Sydney North Planning 
Panel in April.  Please sign this petition if you haven’t already; 

• WEPA also objected to a proposal for a similar, but smaller-scale, seniors’ 
development at 99 Beaconsfield Road and 22B Greville Street, Chatswood which 
threatens to remove 35 mature trees to the detriment of the local environment and 
biodiversity. This proposal has been referred to the Land and Environment Court; 

• in September WEPA made a submission about the environmental impacts of a DA 
for 97-99 Sunnyside Crescent, Castlecrag; 

• WEPA Secretary Sue-Ellen Smith made a submission in October on WEPA’s behalf to 
the Draft Cumberland Plain Conservation Plan; 

• during the year we also commented on the Draft Greener Places Design Guide 
produced by the Government Architect of NSW which dealt with green open spaces, 
parks and wildlife corridors; on the RFS 10/50 Clearing Code as part of the NSW 
Bushfire Inquiry; and participated in a NSW Crown Land Survey about the priorities 
for future use of Crown Land;  

• at the State level WEPA has promoted campaigns to protect koalas on the east coast 
from extinction due to land-clearing and to create additional reserves for this iconic 
animal; 

• finally, WEPA watched the Federal Government’s actions on the environmental 
front with growing dismay.  Earlier in 2020 we made our views known with a 
submission to the Independent Review of the Environment Protection and 

https://wepa.org.au/wepa-resources/wepa-submissions/
https://wepa.org.au/wepa-resources/wepa-submissions/
https://www.change.org/p/ban-new-development-in-sydney-s-wildlife-corridors-stop-massive-tree-loss?recruiter=1092038496&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=psf_combo_share_initial&recruited_by_id=402a7dd0-9b10-11ea-b9fb-a3951f7eb03b
https://wepa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/WEPA-comments-on-DA-2020-240-Nov-2020.pdf
https://wepa.org.au/wepa-resources/wepa-submissions/
https://wepa.org.au/wepa-resources/wepa-submissions/
https://wepa.org.au/wepa-resources/wepa-submissions/
https://wepa.org.au/wepa-resources/wepa-submissions/
https://www.governmentarchitect.nsw.gov.au/guidance/greener-places-guide
https://wepa.org.au/wepa-resources/wepa-submissions/
https://wepa.org.au/wepa-resources/wepa-submissions/
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Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act).  The Independent Review made its final 
report in October 2020 but the Government has ignored many of its 
recommendations in preference to delegating its environmental powers to the 
States.  This delegation has been postponed to date until national standards have 
been agreed; 

• WEPA also continued its support for the Give a Dam campaign to stop the flooding 
of parts of the Blue Mountains World Heritage area and worked with the Reclaim 
Kosci campaign to promote the removal of feral horses from Kosciuszko National 
Park. 
 

Recycling 
• After discussing recycling when Gay Spies and I met with the mayor we have made 

a number of suggestions for additions to WCC’s excellent A-Z of recycling 
• In June 2020 we completed a NSW Government Plastics Survey and circulated same 

to members. 
 
Newsletter 
Four WEPA Bulletins and News were issued in 2020.  I’d like to thank Meredith and Kathryn 
Foley for all their work on producing such high quality and informative newsletters. I’d also 
like to encourage members to feel free to submit comments/articles or links to articles they 
think will be of interest to fellow members for future issues. 
 
Issues for 2021 
The issues WEPA has been active on over the past year will continue to require our 
attention for the next.  There is much work to be done in opposing the Beaches Link Tunnel 
and the destruction it will entail.  We have heard this week that the NSW Public Works 
Committee of the Legislative Council has set up an inquiry and called for submissions on the 
Western Harbour and Beaches Link Tunnels with a deadline of 18 June 2021. 
 
With WCC elections coming up in September we will need to consider which candidates we 
might endorse, if any.  We need to continue to push WCC to engage with us in a proactive 
way, by meeting to discuss our concerns on a regular basis.  
 
In relation to organisational matters, we need to review our membership fees, which have 
remained at their current level for many years and are far less than the membership fees of 
comparable associations.  We also need to investigate what would be involved in obtaining 
tax deductibility status.  
 

https://www.giveadam.org.au/
https://reclaimkosci.org.au/
https://reclaimkosci.org.au/
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Residents/Waste-and-recycling/Reduce-reuse-recycle/A-Z-of-recycling
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We also need to review our constitution to ensure it’s ‘fit for purpose’ given that we may 
have to learn to live with COVID and its future variants and what that might mean for face-
to-face meetings.  
 
Most importantly though we need to develop a strategy for recruiting new members and 
this will necessarily involve more on-the-ground engagement with local communities to 
hear about their environmental concerns and how we may offer support. 
 
I would like to close by placing on record my thanks to the members of the WEPA Executive 
Committee for their enthusiastic contribution to the work outlined above. 
 
 
John Moratelli 
WEPA President 
31 March 2021  


	 working with other groups to obtain media coverage (see “Our kids play school sports nearby’: Locals fear contamination from new tunnel” The Sydney Morning Herald 21 Feb. 2021);

