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A Word from WEPA’s President 
 

There wasn’t much for the environment or climate change in
this week’s Federal budget. The budget gives money to gas
pipelines, storage facilities, and fossil fuel carbon capture
projects, but entirely ignores electric vehicles. No new
funding has been awarded to clean energy projects. 
  
An analysis by the Australian Conservation Foundation this
week calculated that funding for biodiversity protection has
fallen 28% since the Coalition was elected in 2013. This
budget includes another $29.1m to protect native species
from feral and Invasive pests, but biodiversity spending is
then forecast to fall over the next three years until it is less
than half what it was in 2013. The bulk of the $29.3m

dedicated to changes to the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act is to go
to increasing the speed at which development applications are assessed and approved. (See a
summary of Budget environment outcomes here).  
  
As you will see from an item later in the newsletter, WEPA’s campaign against the Beaches Link
Tunnel has entered a new phase. We will continue our work with other community groups both
locally and on the Northern Beaches but have also been working with the Nature Conservation
Council (of which WEPA is a member) on our strategy and messaging.  So keep an eye out for
some forthcoming actions. 
  
John Moratelli 
President, Willoughby Environmental Protection Association

Campaign for Climate Action
At the end of March, the Australian Academy of Science released its comprehensive and
cautionary report on The risks to Australia of a 3°C warmer world which can be downloaded

https://mailchi.mp/f5ee40d01a48/wepa-news-no-173-march-2291654?e=[UNIQID]
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2021/may/13/australia-federal-budget-2021-environment-climate-change-green-gas-fired-recovery-electric-vehicles-renewable-energy
https://donate.nature.org.au/?gclid=CjwKCAjwnPOEBhA0EiwA609ReZJWOMkREgoxsLT78SzUaXbN9GTFGepsInh_AdkyUEmfQO2SiLNTRRoCuzEQAvD_BwE
https://www.science.org.au/supporting-science/science-policy-and-analysis/reports-and-publications/risks-australia-three-degrees-c-warmer-world


here. 
 
The report lays out the potential damage to all levels of Australian life of climate change on
current trajectories but also offers a framework of positive actions Australia needs to embrace to
meet climate change challenges:

1. join global leaders in increasing actions to urgently tackle and solve climate change
2. develop strategies to meet the challenges of extreme events that are increasing in

intensity, frequency, and scale
3. improve our understanding of climate impacts, including tipping points and the

compounding effects of multiple stressors at global warming of 2℃ or more
4. systematically explore how food production and supply systems should prepare for climate

change
5. better understand the impacts and risks of climate change for the health of Australians
6. introduce policies to deliver deep and rapid cuts in emissions across the economy
7. scale up the development and implementation of low- to zero-emissions technologies
8. review Australia’s capacity and flexibility to take up innovations and technology

 breakthroughs for transitioning to a low-emissions future
9. develop a better understanding of climate solutions through dialogue with Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islander peoples – particularly strategies that helped people manage
Australian ecosystems for tens of thousands of years

10. continue to build adaptation strategies and greater commitment for meeting the challenges
of change already in the climate system.

Given the disappointing response of the Federal budget on this topic, we clearly need to
continue to work together, raise our voices, use our vote wisely and support continued
campaigning for these actions. 
  
With this resolve in mind, why not join the thousands of young (and old) people taking to the
streets this Saturday, May 21 as part of the School Strike for Climate. Find out more here.

Seniors developments threaten urban tree cover 
 
WEPA recently joined the local community in Chatswood in opposing a development proposal for
99 Beaconsfield Road and 22B Greville St (DA 2020/240). The proposal was made under the
NSW Government’s State Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP) on Housing for Seniors which
can be used, in some situations, to override local planning policies. 
  
Our major concern was with the plan to remove over 35 mature trees (of which 5 are listed on
the Willoughby Natural Heritage Register) from the site and the inadequate provision for
replanting suitable tree cover. The trees constitute part of the canopy between Ferndale Park
and Coolaroo Reserve. 
  
You can read WEPA’s submission (July 2020) here. 
  
Willoughby City Council embraced these concerns in its rejection of the development and also
cited the latter’s non-compliance with provisions under the Seniors SEPP and concerns about

https://www.science.org.au/supporting-science/science-policy-and-analysis/reports-and-publications/risks-australia-three-degrees-c-warmer-world
https://www.facebook.com/events/2774167872847184
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Environment/Bushland-and-Wildlife/Natural-Heritage-Register
https://wepa.org.au/wepa-resources/wepa-submissions/


the adverse impacts on neighbour amenity
and the landscape character of the locality.
Council’s position was upheld towards the end
of April by a Zoom meeting of the Willoughby
Local Planning Panel at which Dr Meredith
Foley spoke on WEPA’s behalf. 
  
The next stop is a conciliation meeting on site
on 24 May 2021 as the matter has been
referred to the Land and Environment Court by
the proponents. 
 
Image: These landmark trees fronting 22B Greville

Street are threatened with removal, along with 32

others on the two blocks. Image: Meredith Foley

Chatswood wildlife corridor still under threat 

 
We are still at risk of further massive loss of trees in this part of Chatswood with the 
proposed development of 106 seniors apartments at the Chatswood Golf Course in Beaconsfield
Road. 



  
To build these apartments on golf club land requires a Site Compatibility Certificate (SCC). The
SCC for the proposed Chatswood Golf Club Seniors Development expires on 13 June 2021. The
developer has put in a new SCC application to the Department of Planning, Industry, and
Environment (DPIE) for assessment by the Sydney North Planning Panel. 
  
The current Development Application (DA), lodged back in May 2020, is still being assessed by
Willoughby Council. Disappointingly, following representations from Council, the developer has
made only a token effort to reduce the proposed tree loss by 17 Trees (238 trees to be destroyed
rather than the original 255). 
  
Please help save this precious wildlife corridor and stop the destruction of our mature trees by
signing the following petition if you haven’t done so already. 
 
Image: Some of the 238 trees threatened with removal by the proposed development at Chatswood Golf Club.

Photo: Meredith Foley

Design & Place SEPP threatens local planning controls 
 
The devil is very much in the detail in the Explanation of intended effect for a Design and Place
SEPP (State Environmental Planning Policy) recently released by NSW Planning. WEPA is
alarmed that the various statements about the importance of green open space and the urban
tree canopy in the document are obscuring a further substantial undermining of local council
powers and decision-making and adding more ‘wriggle room’ for developers. 
  
The Government’s document offers to make a range of current environmental and building
requirements merely ‘matters for consideration’ for developers – allowing the latter to trade-off
various environmental provisions. 
  
At the same time, the Urban Design Guide that will accompany the SEPP will impose certain
overriding controls on councils for developments over 0.4ha. This will include:

total public space area
open space dimensions
density
percentage of single dwellings
average block size
maximum single block size
lot dimensions (lot width and depth, front, rear, and side setbacks, including zero side
setbacks)
car parking
street width, and
tree replacement.

This one size fits all approach will directly undermine local decision-making about the character
of our neighbourhoods. 
  
You can read WEPA’s submission here (27 April 2021) 

http://chng.it/4NCSyQkrQR
https://wepa.org.au/wepa-resources/wepa-submissions/


  
Submissions have now closed, but you may want to raise any concerns you have with the
Planning Minister Stokes and the NSW Premier.

Email AGM 2021 
 

 
WEPA President, John Moratelli, seen here with Larissa Penn from Stop the Tunnels, was interviewed in early

2021 by The Sydney Morning Herald on the impact on Flat Rock Gully and Middle Harbour of the proposed

Beaches Link Tunnel. Image: SMH Wolter Peeters. 
 
When we decided on an unprecedented email Annual General Meeting for WEPA and its
members in 2020, I don’t think any of us was expecting to have to repeat this action the following
year. Unfortunately, it looks like our slow return to normal life might take a bit longer and quite a
few more vaccinations. 
 
Thanks to all our members who returned their email voting forms – nice to know you are out
there and still involved! You can read the annual report of the President, John Moratelli, here if
you missed it the first time around.

Saying no to plastic parks 
 
In May, WEPA joined the new Natural Turf Alliance – which includes a range of Sydney environment and
local community groups keen to halt the advance of artificial turf across Sydney’s parks and reserves. 
  
You will probably be aware that there is growing criticism of the replacement of natural turf parks with
synthetic turf which is being done to assist sports organisations to gain more playing and training hours. 
 
Scientific papers and reports in Australia and overseas reveal increasing concerns about the role of
artificial turf in relation to:

https://wepa.org.au/2021/04/23/wepas-work-2020-2021/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/303768508057468


pollution of the local environment, including
waterways, from cleaning chemicals,
leachates from plastics and rubber, and the
escape of microplastics and infill rubber
crumb
unsustainably high temperatures near and
on fields on hot days
skin burns and other injuries to players who
fall or skid on these surfaces
potential health impacts as the turf is
generally made from rubber tyres which
contain toxic chemicals and heavy metals
its ability to sustain fire (replacing natural
turf which acts as a fire barrier) and
produce toxic gases in bushfires
its discouragement of the use of parks for
unstructured pastimes such as exercise,
socializing with neighbours, picnicking,
dog-walking, and family play
the essential privatization of public open
space by focusing only on its usage by sports organisations
the creation of a dead zone for local birds and wildlife who usually like to dig for organisms, eat
grass seed and generally forage and hunt in our parks
its short life span and the difficulty of recycling the product at the end of life; and
the fact that the product is based on the use of fossil fuels and is therefore inconsistent with
objectives to move towards zero greenhouse gas emission.

WEPA Committee member, Geoff Osborne, recently took temperatures at Blackman Park
in Lane Cove and found that at 11 am on a 28 deg C day the synthetic grass was hotter (at
56.9 deg C) than asphalt (54.7 deg C)! 
 
The counteracting argument has been that we need more fields for sporting organisations and that
natural turf wears out too quickly during the playing season – thus it is more economical to put in
synthetic turf. This type of argument wears thin however when we look at areas like the controversial
Northbridge oval synthetic turf which lasted only 7 years out of a promised 10-year life and involved
costly replacement. 
  
The problems raised above have encouraged some agricultural scientists to reconsider how to manage
and maintain our natural turf fields to get better results. A recent webinar, organised by the Green’s
David Shoebridge, included case studies of playing fields with natural grass that been upgraded using
composted soil and appropriate grass species. These fields promise to be more environmentally
sustainable and cost-effective over a 20-year life cycle than a synthetic surface. 
  
The Natural Turf Alliance plans to bring this research to the attention of our local councils.
Representatives are also keen to participate in the review, recently announced by NSW Planning
Minister, Rob Stokes, who has asked his department to investigate sustainable alternatives to synthetic
grass amid growing concerns about its environmental and health impacts. 
  
You can help WEPA and the Natural Turf Alliance by signing the petition and circulating it to your friends
and families. 

https://sw-ke.facebook.com/DavidShoebridgeMLC/videos/143663207721006/
https://www.change.org/p/no-synthetic-turf?redirect=false&fbclid=IwAR2xT71ZZpjIy2MeT_xf4HnkkdYHK1RzZTeQl64oH3NyiaAhpBKZ2p1OxYw


  
STOP PRESS: 
The Minister for Planning has agreed to a limited community consultation on the use of synthetic grass.  
Register now for: 
Tuesday 25th May from 6:00pm – 8:00pm (online) 
Thursday 27th May from 6:00pm – 8:00pm (in-person) 
More information. 
 
Image above right: Coastal rubber pollution from AUSMAP, a nationwide citizen science initiative that is

surveying shorelines to collect reliable data on the presence of microplastics in aquatic environments.

Something off about biodiversity offsetting 
 
Recent media reports have highlighted the fact that rather than protecting alternative habitat to
ensure biodiversity, the biodiversity offset system seems to be providing windfall profits for a few.
Research by The Guardian has revealed details of major profits made by those associated with
EcoLogical, a company that advised the government on biodiversity offsets in relation to the
proposed M12 motorway and the Northern Road expansion. 
  
The Nature Conservation Council has referred these transactions to ICAC noting that the
community must be satisfied that people who have made huge profits through the sale of
biodiversity offset credits did not have access to private reports and other insights that may have
given them an unfair advantage. 
  
WEPA recently responded (17 April) to a NSW Department of Planning consultation proposing
that the calculator for determining biodiversity offset credits be removed from public view. This
appears to be counterproductive at a time when the whole system should be more open and
accountable. 
  
We believe there is a pressing need for an urgent review of biodiversity offsetting to ensure it
does what the public expects - protects threatened wildlife and bushland in a rigorous and
transparent way.

Beaches Link Tunnel - questions asked 
 

EIS Process
The first few months of 2021 saw a number of WEPA members burning the midnight oil in
collaboration with other local community members concerned about the contents of the draft
Environmental Impact Statement on the Beaches Link Tunnel. 
  
The first part of our submission covered the biodiversity and environmental impacts of the
proposed tunnel project on Flat Rock Gully, Clive Park, and Middle Harbour; the second looked
at ‘Alternatives and Needs’.  You can read the WEPA submission online here. 
 
There were 1,549 submissions in total, the vast majority of which argued the project was not

https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Policy-and-Legislation/Open-space-and-parklands/Synthetic-Turf-Study
https://www.ausmap.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/apr/16/enormous-sum-of-money-40m-windfall-from-nsw-environmental-offsets-sparks-calls-for-inquiry
https://wepa.org.au/wepa-resources/wepa-submissions/
https://wepa.org.au/2021/02/27/beaches-link-tunnel-eis-wepa-submission/


needed and would be overly destructive of the environment and impacting local health and
amenity. You can view the other submissions here. 
 

 
Standing on the site where the tunnel will emerge in Clive Park, Northbridge, before heading underwater to

Seaforth on the far shore. Photo: Meredith Foley.

 
Upper House Inquiry
Another opportunity to raise our voices has arisen with the creation in April of a NSW Upper
House Public Works Committee Inquiry in the NSW Legislative Council into the Western Harbour
and Beaches Link Tunnel proposals. 
  
The terms of reference for the inquiry includes a number of questions that we and others have
posed for some time including:

the adequacy of the business case and whether to release the cost-benefit ratio for the
project
whether changes in population growth, work, and travel patterns due to the Covid-19
pandemic have impacted on the original cost-benefit ratio
whether alternative options such as public transport were adequately considered
the proposed costs
whether consultation was adequate
the level of transparency and accountability around the project; and
its impact on the environment and local communities.

WEPA continues to collaborate with other community groups concerned about the tunnel
proposal here and on the Northern Beaches. We will be submitting comments to the Upper
House Inquiry but we would urge all of you to have your say as well, as this project if approved,

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/project/10456
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/inquiries/Pages/inquiry-details.aspx?pk=2767#tab-termsofreference


will have negative impacts on our suburbs and bushland for years to come. The inquiry will be
taking submissions from the public until 18 June 2021. 
  
STOP PRESS: Following its examination of the draft EIS and the mass of community
submissions sent in, the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment recently issued a
formal notice to Transport for NSW to re-assess key aspects of the project. This includes the use
of the Flat Rock Gully Dive site, impacts to Middle Harbour and the impacts on
intersections/traffic across Willoughby! 
  
Well done and thank you to all in the community who responded!

Trouble in the garden of Eden 
 

The proposed tower development on Lane Cove Road at the very edge of Lane Cove National Park. 

Image: The Urban Developer 
  
Plans have been revealed for the construction of an 18-storey office building with a rooftop
garden and multi-level carpark at Eden Gardens, Macquarie Park adjacent to and looming over
Lane Cove National Park. This is a development outside WEPA’s council area, but we are greatly
concerned about the impact of this proposal on the much-loved Lane Cove National Park. Chief
amongst our concerns are the:

visual impact and overshadowing of such a tall block on the edge of a national park. Three
or four stories would be more in keeping with nearby developments
the apparent lack of heritage assessments. The Park is listed as State significant and it
also includes numerous threatened species, Endangered Ecological Communities, items
of European Heritage, including the oldest building in Ku-ring-gai and numerous areas of
Indigenous heritage



the potential impact of light spill at night on nocturnal wildlife and bird strike during the day
particularly with west-facing windows
the threat of further clearing of bushland on adjoining properties to provide a  wider  Asset
Protection Zone as the area is bushfire prone
as the existing site entry is a considerable walking distance, some 900m, from the main
commercial centre around Macquarie Park Station, it is likely that users will drive to it,
adding a potential  2000 cars onto already congested local roads.

The Friends of Lane Cove Park have asked that the community demonstrates its concerns by
emailing:  George Dedes, General Manager, City of Ryde at cityofryde@ryde.nsw.gov.au 
  
Put LDA 2021/0095 307 Lane Cove Rd, Macquarie Park in the subject line and include your
address in the email. 
  
The submission timeframe has been extended to 21 May 2021.

National Environment Legislation 
 
The battle over the national framework of environmental legislation rages on. The Federal
government continues to table bills that focus on devolving environmental approval powers to the
states and territories, while the government is still to make a formal response to the 38
recommendations of Prof Graeme Samuel’s Independent Review of the Environmental
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act. 
  
This piecemeal legislative approach, that cherry picks certain recommendations, is at odds with
the desperately needed comprehensive overhaul of our national environmental laws that the
Independent Review identified. 
  
Read more about the campaign around these amendments at the Environmental Defenders 
Office (EDO) website.

Action on single-use plastics 
 
It is often hard to wade through the ‘greenwash’ on plastics but steady advances are being
made. Regulation is catching up with so-called ‘biodegradable’ plastics and Governments at all
levels are becoming more aware of the need to stop the production and use of unnecessary
plastic which ends up in the environment and oceans. 
  
After many years of community action to reduce plastic pollution, 2021 promises to be the year
that our States and Territory Governments start to make a difference. Five jurisdictions 
- South Australia, Queensland, the Australian Capital Territory, Western Australia and Victoria
have either passed or have promised legislation to reduce takeaway single-use plastics. A great
start to eliminating these items from the litter stream and our oceans. 
  
In addition, the Australian Government released their National Plastics Plan - committing to
phase out polystyrene packaging, polystyrene food containers, and 'biodegradable' plastics by

mailto:cityofryde@ryde.nsw.gov.au
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https://theconversation.com/a-type-of-biodegradable-plastic-will-soon-be-phased-out-in-australia-thats-a-big-win-for-the-environment-156566
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the end of next year. 
  
The other jurisdictions, New South Wales, Tasmania and the Northern Territory are considering
their options but lagging behind.

Bearing the brunt 
A Koala Campaign Update by Diana Pryde

Beautiful image taken recently in the Blue Mountains by WEPA member Sue-Ellen Smith. 
 
Support for the protection of Koalas and their habitat has been really ramping up over the past
couple of months. With the return of State Parliament, Cate Faehrmann has continued her
coordination of various Koala groups across the state by holding weekly Zoom meetings to share
information and events. 
  
Extinction Rebellion and the Bob Brown Foundation got on board with a number of actions both
in the city and out in Campbelltown. So far, they have had funeral processions – including one
down Pitt Street Mall and another in Martin Place, carrying a small coffin with RIP Koala on the
side (see images below). More information can be found in this link: Lendlease Koala Funeral
Procession. They have also visited Lendlease’s Figtree Hill office in Campbelltown for a Koala
sit-in. 
  
Lendlease is planning to build 1700 dwellings at their Figtree Hill Development in Stage 1 at
Mount Gilead in Campbelltown. They have approvals from all levels of government for this, but

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=cate%20faehrmann
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=extinction%20rebellion%20nsw
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=bob%20brown%20foundation
https://www.facebook.com/events/martin-place/lendlease-koala-funeral-procession/469931344045878/


do they have the social licence to build on important Koala corridors between the Nepean and
Georges River, putting the Campbelltown Koala colony at risk? 
 

 
Lendlease Koala Funeral Procession. Koalas are forecast to be extinct in NSW before 2050 unless we act

quickly. Images: supplied by author. 
 
When Lendlease started cutting down 17 very old trees (some estimated to be at least 150 years
old) on Stage 1, the Nature Conservation Council (NCC) went out to Campbelltown and made  a
video with Wilson Harris to expose this environmental destruction. Since then, NCC has stepped
up its campaign to highlight what is at stake if Lendlease continues its plans for the area. In
March NCC launched their “Koalas Need Trees” campaign with a new website. They have three
key aims:

to map koala habitat and populations across the state,
protect koala habitat from destruction and reserve areas of significance to koalas and
restore koala habitat and local populations.

Please sign the NCC petition to protect koala habitat here. 
  
Lendlease’s bio-certification application for Stage 2 of their Figtree Hill Development at Mount
Gilead, where they have capacity to build another 8,300 dwellings, is before Campbelltown City
Council. Many of the various Koala group members wrote submissions. 
  
The Local Land Services Amendment (Miscellaneous) Bill reared its ugly head again at the end
of January and we all got on our computers to write yet another submission. NCC recently
hosted a very interesting Cocktails, Controversy and Conservation online interview with
Catherine Cusack who you may remember crossed the floor to vote against her own
government’s bill, which resulted in her losing her position as a parliamentary secretary. During
this interview, Catherine gave her compelling reasons for her action. 
  
In the Federal Parliament, Greens’ Senator Hanson-Young introduced the Koala Bill to save our
koalas on 23 February. The Australian Greens are introducing new bills which would stop land
clearing of critical habitat under the watch of the Federal Environment Minister. 
 
Koala SEPP 
 
Merrill Witt from Save Sydney’s Koalas has written an analysis of the latest changes to the Koala
SEPP in How the NSW Government is dooming our koalas to appease the National Party and
vested interest. Below are some excerpts from her executive summary: 

https://donate.nature.org.au/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI3Z3p3ZDQ8AIVDD5gCh21mgBHEAAYASAAEgL7bfD_BwE
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=250376403115463
https://www.nature.org.au/our-campaigns/koalas-need-trees/
https://www.nature.org.au/get-involved/take-action/koalas-need-trees/
https://www.nature.org.au/blog/2020/06/cocktails-controversy-and-conservation/


 
In March 2020, the Government announced that as soon as the Private Native Forest code and
other land management codes are updated to “ensure robust protections for koalas in areas of
high-value koala habitat and provide certainty and consistency for primary producers,” the Koala
SEPP 2020 will be decoupled from the Local Land Services Act 2013 (LLS Act) in 74 Local
Government Areas (LGAs). 
  
The Koala SEPP 2020 is basically a rebadging of the Koala SEPP 44 and was enacted as an
interim measure to replace the Koala SEPP 2019, repealed in November 2020 to placate the
National Party. 
  
The Government says it is still committed to doubling the koala population by 2050 and points to
its NSW Koala Strategy, which primarily seeks to address the decline in koala numbers through
targeted conservation and investment actions. But as the EDO Policy and Law Reform Director
Rachel Walmsley wryly observes, goals and funding commitments are ineffective when other
policy settings and laws work at cross purposes. 
 
Changes to the Koala SEPP in NSW 
  
For more analysis of the implications of changes to the Koala SEPP refer to the article by Cerin
Loane from the EDO - New Koala SEPP Commences in NSW – But Worse is Yet to Come. 
 
Save Our Koalas Day of Action / Hyde Park Rally Saturday 5th June 2021 
You may remember that the Hyde Park Save Our Koalas Rally in March was postponed due to
extreme weather. It Is now going to be held as part of a Day of Action across the state on
Saturday 5th June. Nature Conservation Council has taken over the organisation for the rally and
Cate Faehrmann and other environmental groups will be organising other activities including
flyer distribution (see below). Here is the link if you would like to help with the rally in Hyde Park. 
 
Flyer distribution/letterboxing event Saturday 29 May

Letterboxing day confirmed for 28 May, targeting the Willoughby electorate and some key
northern regional electorates
The day will begin with flyer distribution in small teams and end with a social event/info.
session locally

If you would like to help with the Koala Day of Action on 5th June, you can do so using the
Nature Conservation Council link.

Blue Mountains first to proclaim 'Rights of Nature' 
 

https://www.edo.org.au/2021/04/08/new-koala-sepp-commences-in-nsw-but-worse-is-yet-to-come/
https://natureorg.nationbuilder.com/koaladayofaction?utm_campaign=210510_knt_hostaction0506&utm_medium=email&utm_source=natureorg
https://natureorg.nationbuilder.com/koaladayofaction?utm_campaign=210510_knt_hostaction0506&utm_medium=email&utm_source=natureorg


It's a paradigm shift, where nature is recognised as having its own legal right to exist, regenerate
and evolve. Cr Brent Hoare, Blue Mountains City Council
 
The Blue Mountains City Council has become the first local government in Australia to adopt
the ‘Rights of Nature’ as a foundation principle in its long-term planning and operation activities.
Following on from earlier actions in New Zealand, Eucador, India and the United States, the
motion to change the legal status of nature from human property to exist in its own right was
passed unanimously by the council on April 27. 
 
Cr Hoare told the council, 
 
"What we are doing here tonight is spearheading an approach to the law that puts the natural
world at the centre of everything we do… 
 
In the 21st century we're facing tremendous challenges - with climate change, the related threat
of increasingly ferocious bushfires, the biodiversity crisis and a changing economy. Rights of
Nature can help catalyse an innovative rethinking about how to create regenerative (not
extractivist) economies, while also making human and other living communities safer, stronger
and more resilient." 
 
Council has already met with the Australian Earth Laws Alliance - a national not-for-profit
organisation increasing understanding of Earth centred governance - and other legal advisors
about the plan. 
  
Dr Michelle Maloney, AELA national convenor said it was the "first time, we're seeing a
government entity seriously consider how to shift from the western approach of treating nature
as just a resource or object to be managed solely for human purposes, towards really seeing
nature as a living community, with its own rights to exist, thrive and regenerate". 
  
Working groups will be developed for key council staff and community workshops will be held to



explain the practical implementation of the new policy. 
 
To read more, see Rights of nature new rule at Blue Mountains Council, Blue Mountains Gazette,
29 April 2021

Upcoming Environmental Events 
 

 
 

School Strike 4 Climate 
Friday May 21 #ClimateStrike 
Town Hall, Sydney 
“On May 21, people young and old are striking for a safer future. Join thousands of us across
hundreds of locations around the country in the biggest #ClimateStrike since the pandemic. 
Here in Sydney, we are starting our strike in Town Hall at 12pm to hear from the voices of those
most marginalised by the climate crisis. Afterwards, we are marching to Prince Alfred Park where
we are making a human sign to make our message loud and clear to the Morrison government!
You can RSVP here to our event. We need to be investing in clean, safe energy sources that are
led by First Nations communities. See you this Friday, striking for a safer future.” 
More information here.

Eucalyptus Walk & Talk 
Saturday 22 May, 10:00am – 1:00pm 
Balls Head Reserve, Waverton 
Join the North Sydney Council Bushland Team for a guided walk around Balls Head Reserve to
identify and discuss native and endemic Eucalyptus species. 
Suitable for ages 12 yrs and above. 
Bookings essential to North Sydney Council: Book online

https://www.bluemountainsgazette.com.au/story/7228788/rights-of-nature-new-first-at-council/#:~:text=Local%20News-,For%20the%20first%20time%20in%20our%20nation's%20local%20government%20history,to%20exist%2C%20regenerate%20and%20evolve.
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDPAZiEt8wwS6hp5wOIb3CiLVng12RG2uQojoKkkP584F8IGCn7a5NMu3EynSL0smKWrpBdCYC46Pl-bEn1KFCDUYDilivo4lhyOsEQuhUaPtEHf8qiy3tQRRPPT0NH-b0dcmWgPdaZf9mmsNTU9LmUBzDnE34_qH-pVnfz0Z7C3cL-ZKZKFy9mvlhyaZqHAiVclumlKST206Vn8KFyK37m3yHRcsCKqxHs0o3AO3hE1514pCZjm0o3fgZzQPUkvYxt1t7ejXRXlhoLxQkhyDBZO0OBUZbzHKtQDgURIGM-YDIOvAo26SeEhABhKrUrJZzA/3by/NhjJAzG0TqGreu1lF368qA/h1/LOm8MAqtefv35NTUmVdERwrYyCbTApCemHm6oxIzPso
https://www.facebook.com/events/2774167872847184
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/eucalyptus-walk-talk-tickets-145811603431


A walk among the Dead: Plants and history of Woronora cemetery 
Wednesday 26 May 2021 at 7:15pm ONLINE 
Event by National Parks Association Southern Sydney Branch, Sutherland Shire Environment
Centre and National Parks Association of NSW.  Discover the native plants of Woronora
Cemetery at Sutherland from remnant trees to planted shrubs with Australian Plants Society
member Ralph Cartwright. His talk is a mixture of historical information and photos of and
information about some of the plants, both native and non-native, found in this very accessible
location. 
More information

Coastal Exposure: rocks from deep time Exhibition dates: 2-13 June 2021 
Art Space on the Concourse, Chatswood 
This exhibition of contemporary coastal landscape paintings by Bruce Daniel celebrates World
Environment Day. 
These paintings are primarily inspired by the coast of NSW, which contains some of the oldest
known geological formations on earth. 
This year, Willoughby's art spaces will focus on the coastal landscape within Willoughby City and
along the coast of NSW. 
For further information, see Willoughby Council’s webpage

Celebrate World Environment Day 
Friday 4 June, 3:00pm – 5:00pm Lane Cove Plaza – on the green 
Come and join Sunny the Golden Whistler as we celebrate World Environment Day, the 
United Nations’ flagship day for promoting worldwide awareness and action for the environment.
This year’s theme is Ecosystem Restoration which is all about assisting in the recovery of
ecosystems that have been degraded by activities like pollution and deforestation. Council will be
giving away free native plants for your backyard or balcony so you can do your bit for ecosystem
restoration.

Waterbug Blitz 
Saturday 5 June, 9:00am - 11:00am 
Stringybark Creek, Batten Reserve, Lane Cove North 
Grab a dip net and magnifying glass and join in the Water Bug Blitz to discover which aquatic
creatures are living in our creeks!  These tiny creatures are great indicators of waterway health,
so any water bugs you collect will provide useful information about our creeks.  A great Citizen
Science program for all the family to be involved with. All equipment and guidance provided by
Council. Bookings essential to Lane Cove Council: Book online

Koala Day of Action: Sydney Rally! 
Saturday, 5 June , 11am – 2:00pm 
Meet at the Archibald Fountain 
More information 

https://www.facebook.com/ssbnpansw/
https://www.facebook.com/SutherlandShireEnvironmentCentre/
https://www.facebook.com/NPANSW/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1946049505547940/?ref=newsfeed
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Events/Coastal-Exposure
https://waterbugblitzjune.eventbrite.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/events/291073365982144/?ref=newsfeed


  

#StopAdani and Beyond Roadshow 
Saturday, 5 June 2021 
3:00 pm – 4:45 pm AEST 
Sydney Town Hall - Lower Town Hall 
483 George St 
The #StopAdani and Beyond Roadshow is your opportunity to get active with one of the most
prominent movements in Australia working to end coal and stop the climate crisis. 
Bookings here.

Family Bush Walk 
Tuesday 8 June, 10:30am – 12:00pm 
Coal Loader Sustainability Centre, Waverton 
Parents and children are invited to join a guided bush walk around Balls Head Reserve to view a
variety of vegetation communities including; Angophora Foreshore Forest and Kunzea Scrub,
while enjoying spectacular views of Sydney Harbour. Please wear enclosed shoes and sun
protection, bring a bottle of drinking water. 
Bookings essential to North Sydney Council: Book online

Growing Wildflowers 
Thursday 10 June, 9:30am – 12:00pm 
Lane Cove Community Nursery 
Discover how to grow beautiful native shrubs such as Grevillea from cuttings, a handy
propagation technique useful for all home gardeners! 
Bookings essential to Lane Cove Council: Book online

Pre-schoolers Bush Scramble 
Thursday 10 June, 10:00am – 11:30am Artarmon Reserve, Artarmon 
Enjoy a cool bush walk followed by morning tea and story time. 
The weather is getting cool and some animals will need to hibernate. Help sing lullabies and tuck
in the animals. 
This bush walk is mostly pram friendly. Wear closed shoes, a hat and bring your child’s snack
and drink. 
Bookings essential to Willoughby Council: Book online

Bird Walk 
Wednesday 16 June, 10:00am - 12:00pm 
Warners Park, Northbridge 
Spot some local birdlife and learn interesting facts about them. 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/stopadani-and-beyond-roadshow-sydney-tickets-151758865853
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/family-bush-walk-tickets-152623463889
https://growingwildflowers.eventbrite.com.au/
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Eventbrite/Pre-schoolers-Bush-Scramble-June-137692312413


Join local bird expert Andy Burton to help us spot and learn about the variety of birds that live
and visit this area. 
Hopefully we’ll hear or even spot a Lyrebird! 
Please note this walk has some uneven and steep steps. Bring water and a snack. 
Bookings essential to Willoughby Council: Book online

Contact WEPA 
Email: wepa@wepa.org.au 
Website: www.wepa.org.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/wepa.org.au
 
A member of the Nature Conservation Council of NSW.
 
WEPA acknowledges the traditional owners of this land, the Gameraygal people, their spirits and ancestors and we pay our
respects to Elders past and present.

Disclaimer 
The views expressed in the articles above are not necessarily those of the publisher or editor.  
Contributions from WEPA members are welcome. 
The WEPA logo above was created by Adrienne Kabos.
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