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WEPA Response to the Public Consultation on changes to the  
Biodiversity Offsets Scheme 

Thank you for the opportunity for the Willoughby Environmental Protection Association 
(WEPA) to comment on the proposal to change the Biodiversity Offset Scheme (BOS). 
 
WEPA is a non-party community group, active since 1981, with an interest in preserving 
natural heritage in the Willoughby Local Government and wider NSW environment.    
 
WEPA has harboured concerns about the operations of the NSW BOS for some time.  We 
note that it seems to have become increasingly more difficult to find suitable, particularly 
‘like-for-like’, offsets but also, more generally, that BOS does little or nothing to protect our 
local natural environment from continued destruction for development and infrastructure 
construction. Recent articles in the media 1 have increased our concern with the intent and 
application of the scheme. 
 
Having read Strengthening the Biodiversity Offsets Scheme A new approach to developer 
charges, WEPA wishes to record its strong objections to a number of the changes it 
proposes and make the following comments concerning: 

• the proposal to remove the online calculator from public review.  Our understanding 
is that this will limit access to timely advice from the Biodiversity Conservation Trust 
(BCT) to developers and will leave key stakeholders and the broader public without 
access to this critical information;  

 
1 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/feb/10/its-an-ecological-wasteland-
offsets-for-sydney-tollway-were-promised-but-never-delivered ; 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/apr/17/we-need-to-change-the-scheme-
calls-for-multiple-investigations-into-40m-gain-from-nsw-environmental-offsets 
 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/-/media/OEH/Corporate-Site/Documents/Animals-and-plants/Biodiversity/strengthening-biodiversity-offsets-scheme-new-approach-to-developer-charges-210115.pdf
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/-/media/OEH/Corporate-Site/Documents/Animals-and-plants/Biodiversity/strengthening-biodiversity-offsets-scheme-new-approach-to-developer-charges-210115.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/feb/10/its-an-ecological-wasteland-offsets-for-sydney-tollway-were-promised-but-never-delivered
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/feb/10/its-an-ecological-wasteland-offsets-for-sydney-tollway-were-promised-but-never-delivered
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/apr/17/we-need-to-change-the-scheme-calls-for-multiple-investigations-into-40m-gain-from-nsw-environmental-offsets
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/apr/17/we-need-to-change-the-scheme-calls-for-multiple-investigations-into-40m-gain-from-nsw-environmental-offsets


• the replacement of the calculator by aggregate market reports will disadvantage the 
public and key stakeholders who will be left without essential diagnostic information 
about whether the scheme is operating effectively in protecting biodiversity; 

• as mentioned earlier, we are concerned about the extent to which ‘like-for-like’ 
offsets are becoming increasingly hard to find for certain species and habitats.  The 
scheme as established (and proposed) does little to conserve key threatened species 
like the Koala whose habitat is being depleted rapidly through residential land 
development and whole-scale regional clearing;   

• the scheme and proposed changes continue to include developer direct payments to 
the BCT instead of seeking and supplying offsets.  This makes habitat destruction 
easier for developers and demonstrates the failure of the system to save ‘like for 
like’ habitat; 

• this should not just be about an economic market.  Our native wildlife and bushland 
has value far in excess of dollars and cents.  Good biodiversity outcomes should be 
the starting point – not a by-product of the scheme; 

• the changes in oversight of the calculator and other aspects of BOS proposed do not 
instil confidence that the Government will in future ensure adequate scrutiny of the 
scheme’s operations.  As Environment now falls under the Planning Department it is 
a clear conflict of interest to make the Planning Minister the appropriate person to 
control a scheme where tens of millions of dollars are at stake. 

 
WEPA calls on the NSW Government to reject the changes proposed in the consultation 
paper. 
 
If further information is required, please contact: 
Dr Meredith Foley 
WEPA Executive Committee 
wepa@wepa.org.au 
0438 890 902 
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