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21 May 2021 

 
Mr George Dedes 
General Manager 
City of Ryde 
cityofryde@ryde.nsw.gov.au 
 
Dear Mr Dedes, 

Re: 307 Lane Cove Road, Macquarie Park – LDA2021/0095 

I am writing on behalf of the Willoughby Environmental Protection Association (WEPA) in 
relation to the proposal for the construction of an 18-storey office tower at Eden Gardens, 
307 Lane Cove Road, Macquarie Park – LDA2021/0095. 
 
WEPA has been active since 1981 in the Willoughby City Council LGA in protecting the 
natural heritage of our area and enhancing the environment shared by our community.  This 
work has brought home to WEPA the consistently high value the community places on 
bushland, parks and reserves which protect urban biodiversity, provide much-loved 
recreation spaces and add immeasurably to the environment in which we live and work. 
 
WEPA would like to object to the proposal contained in LDA2021/0095.   

Our major concerns are as follows: 

• the visual impact and overshadowing of such a tall block on a ridge line on the edge 
of the Lane Cove National Park.  The design is too high for such a sensitive site; 

• the potential for bird strike during the day particularly with large banks of west-
facing windows. This development will be directly in the path of an important 
wildlife corridor which stretches up to Berowra and extends across Willoughby LGA 
to Middle Harbour. There is increasing acknowledgment by researchers and the 
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community that every year many birds are injured, often fatally, by collisions with 
windows in homes, buildings and cars in our urban areas1 ; 

• the potential impact of light spill and increased noise at night on nocturnal wildlife 
including the threatened Powerful Owl and endangered bat species.  The glare of 
artificial lights has a well-documented and drastic impact on native fauna interfering 
with reproduction and foraging patterns, providing light for predators, reducing dark 
cover for prey and blinding animals resulting in more vehicle strike.  Research2 has 
shown that with increases, particularly in new noises, area abundance and species 
richness significantly decrease. Both potential impacts from the development have 
serious implications for maintaining local biodiversity;  

• the threat that further clearing of bushland on adjoining properties would be 
required to provide a wider Asset Protection Zone (APZ) as the area is bushfire 
prone; 

• as the existing site entry is a considerable walking distance, some 900m, from the 
main commercial centre around Macquarie Park Station, it is likely that users will 
drive to it, adding even more cars onto already congested local roads; and 

• the apparent lack of heritage assessments. The Park is listed as State significant and 
it also includes numerous threatened species, Endangered Ecological Communities, 
items of European Heritage, including the oldest building in Ku-ring-gai and 
numerous areas of Indigenous heritage. 

 
Lane Cove National Park is a critical refuge for the biodiversity we are fortunate to still 
retain in our urban areas – we trust that you will do everything in your power to protect it 
and its bush surrounds for current and future generations. 
 
Regards 
 
Dr Meredith Foley 
On behalf of the WEPA Executive Committee 
mfolwil@bigpond.net.au 
0438 890 902 
wepa@wepa.org.au 

 
1 BirdLife Australia https://www.birdsinbackyards.net/content/article/Bird-Strike-Project-Update; 
https://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/scienceenvironment/2019/01/striking-out-windows-
collisions-a-growing-threat-to-our-birds/;  
2 Eg Newport J et al, “The Effects of Light and Noise from Urban Development on Biodiversity: Implications for 
Protected Areas in Australia,” Ecological Management & Restoration, vol. 15, no. 3, 2014. (see 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/emr.12120); Powerful Owl Coalition, Protecting Powerful 
Owls in Urban Areas 2018 

mailto:wepa@wepa.org.au
https://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/scienceenvironment/2019/01/striking-out-windows-collisions-a-growing-threat-to-our-birds/
https://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/scienceenvironment/2019/01/striking-out-windows-collisions-a-growing-threat-to-our-birds/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/emr.12120

