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‘Sydney’s last Koalas’ 
 
Please join us for this free, online event. Register here:  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sydneys-last-koalas-presentation-and-film-tickets-162526265435?
aff=ebdsoporgprofile 
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Powerful owl chick, Chatswood High School grounds, 2016. Image: Meredith Foley. 
 
You may have seen this issue pop up online and in the local and mainstream media recently. 
WEPA was alerted last month by Simon Brown, Wildlife officer at Willoughby City Council (WCC)
that the expansion works at Chatswood High School were an immediate threat to an active nest
tree of a Threatened Species, the Powerful Owl.  The nesting site has been in use annually from
at least 2011 (except for 2019/20) and it would appear it is currently in use for the 2021 breeding
season.  At least 11 chicks have successfully fledged from this nest over the last decade or
more. 
  
The problem seems to have emerged because the Biodiversity Development Assessment
Report did not identify that Powerful Owls were nesting on-site and the Tree Retention/Removal
Report prepared for the Chatswood High School Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
unfortunately did not capture the nesting tree on its plan. 
  
Powerful Owls are very particular about the nests they choose.  They need large tree hollows (at
least 0.5m deep), in large eucalypts (diameter at breast height of 80-240 cm) that are at least
150 years old.  Once the female chooses a nesting hollow the pair tend to return to it year after
year. 
  
We are extremely grateful to Simon and the Wildlife team at Willoughby Council, who raised the
alarm and carried out delicate discussions with staff from the Department of Education and the
Department of Planning, Industry and the Environment to prevent the nest tree’s removal.  He
was joined by Dr Beth Mott, leader of the Powerful Owl Project in Sydney (run by BirdLife
Australia) who also added her expertise to negotiations.  A shout-out as well to local Powerful
Owl watchers Wendy Rogers (a WEPA member) and Lynette Twigg who have collected data on
the owls and watched over them for the last decade or more. 
  
Happily, an agreement has now been reached to modify the building plans to allow the
nest tree to be retained in the long term.  It is quite encouraging that this should happen on
the grounds of a high school as the youth of today will have much to do to help retain our unique
wildlife in an uncertain future. 
  
As a follow-up, WEPA has written to the Premier and Minister for Planning suggesting that the
protection of our native flora and fauna during State Significant developments of this sort

would be improved if there was a legislated obligation for those preparing Environmental Impact
Statements to make direct contact with local community and environmental groups and with the
bushland/biodiversity staff in local Councils.  This would allow those with expertise in the area to
share this local knowledge in order to protect our urban bushland and wildlife when development
is considered. 
  
The Powerful Owl is a potent symbol in our area of the way in which urban Sydney can continue
to coexist with our local flora and fauna – they are much admired and much loved.  They are also
apex predators essential to the maintenance of ecological balance.  We appreciate that action
has been taken to ensure that they continue to help our bush thrive and delight our community
for years to come.

Stopping artificial turf 
 

 
Artificial turf pieces blown into waterways. Image: Jason South, The Age. 
 
WEPA is part of the Natural Turf Alliance, which is lobbying Government and local councils to
stop laying artificial turf – which creates an overheated, ecological dead zone - on our local
sports fields and to look again at the better design and management of natural turf fields.  
  
Recently, a WEPA representative attended a community workshop at Parramatta to make input
into an inquiry by the Minister for Planning, Rob Stokes, on the pros and cons of artificial vs
natural turf.  You can read WEPA’s subsequent response to the Inquiry here. 
  
If you’d like to know more about how we can improve our natural turf fields watch soil scientist Dr
Mick Battam in this brief YouTube video.
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The NSW Government is currently reviewing the Heritage Act (1977).  We need a strong Act and
regulations to protect our built heritage and places from overdevelopment. You can read the
WEPA submission here.

Saving Wildlife Corridors  
 
You might recall that WEPA wrote to Willoughby City Council (WCC) last year about the
proposed removal of over 255 mature trees to make way for 106 senior’s units at Chatswood
Golf Course.  Since then, the developers have offered to retain 17 of those trees, but the number
for removal still stands at 238 trees. Unfortunately, WCC has since decided to approve the
development and the wholesale removal of trees.  
  
In return for large mature trees on the ridge, the golf course will plant six-inch tube stock on the
course.  In 150 years these just might be ready to provide habitat and hollows for the local birds
and animals which use this wildlife corridor. 
  
The development has been sent to the Sydney North Planning Panel where it will be discussed
on 21 July. WEPA Executive member, Meredith Foley, will join other members of the community
to comment on the proposal.

Vale Asha Mazzella
 
The Willoughby community has experienced a great loss with
the recent passing of local resident, Asha Mazzella.  Asha has
been a dedicated member of WEPA for decades, often
attending our meetings and always demonstrating her passion
for our native bushland and animals through her words and
many actions. 
  
Asha was among the first of our members to sound the alarm
(in 2018) in relation to the proposals from NSW Planning that
threatened the Flat Rock Gully, Naremburn bushland.  
 
Asha was one of the longest-standing members of Willoughby
Council’s ‘The Drive – Flat Rock Gully Group’, which she
joined in 2006. Over decades, this bushcare group has
gradually replanted what was a flattened tip site, in the process
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Asha was one of the longest-standing members of Willoughby
Council’s ‘The Drive – Flat Rock Gully Group’, which she
joined in 2006. Over decades, this bushcare group has
gradually replanted what was a flattened tip site, in the process
healing the area and returning it to the beautiful and biodiverse area it is today. She has
continued to support WEPA and the community in trying to stop the proposed NSW
Government’s Beaches Link dive site from destroying this bushland forever. 
  
Asha was an active member of at least two other Willoughby Council Bushcare groups, and her
love and care for the environment was always present. She was a friend to many, and a teacher
and mentor to new bushcarers. She will be sadly missed by all who knew her. 
  
There will be no “traditional funeral service” and there is a request that no flowers be sent. In lieu
of flowers, the family has asked people to consider donating to the Australian Network for Plant
Conservation.  The family intends to have a form of celebration of Asha and her life in Spring. 
  
She is survived by her husband David Williams and daughters Louise and Joanna Williams.
 

 
WEPA members Asha Mazzella and Diane Weston and other protestors at Flat Rock Gully, The Daily Telegraph,
3 Oct. 2018.

Become a WEPA member 
 
Make a positive contribution to preserving the environment – join WEPA today! 
 
You can join WEPA either online or by mail. For membership information or to join visit:
https://wepa.org.au/about-2/wepa-membership/ 



healing the area and returning it to the beautiful and biodiverse area it is today. She has
continued to support WEPA and the community in trying to stop the proposed NSW
Government’s Beaches Link dive site from destroying this bushland forever. 
  
Asha was an active member of at least two other Willoughby Council Bushcare groups, and her
love and care for the environment was always present. She was a friend to many, and a teacher
and mentor to new bushcarers. She will be sadly missed by all who knew her. 
  
There will be no “traditional funeral service” and there is a request that no flowers be sent. In lieu
of flowers, the family has asked people to consider donating to the Australian Network for Plant
Conservation.  The family intends to have a form of celebration of Asha and her life in Spring. 
  
She is survived by her husband David Williams and daughters Louise and Joanna Williams.
 

 
WEPA members Asha Mazzella and Diane Weston and other protestors at Flat Rock Gully, The Daily Telegraph,
3 Oct. 2018.

Become a WEPA member 
 
Make a positive contribution to preserving the environment – join WEPA today! 
 
You can join WEPA either online or by mail. For membership information or to join visit:
https://wepa.org.au/about-2/wepa-membership/ 

 

Contact WEPA 
Email: wepa@wepa.org.au 
Website: www.wepa.org.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/wepa.org.au
 
A member of the Nature Conservation Council of NSW.
 
WEPA acknowledges the traditional owners of this land, the Gameraygal people, their spirits and ancestors and we pay our
respects to Elders past and present.

Disclaimer 
The views expressed in the articles above are not necessarily those of the publisher or editor.  
Contributions from WEPA members are welcome. 
The WEPA logo above was created by Adrienne Kabos.
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