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The Chief Executive Officer (CEO)  
Willoughby City Council 
Sent via: email@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 
Attn: Assessment Officer – Christopher Nguyen 
 
23/08/2021 
 

RE: DA-2020/240 – Renotification LEC 21/54509 Appeal  
99 Beaconsfield Road/22B Greville Street, Chatswood 

Dear Ms Just, 

I am a resident of Greville Street and made earlier submissions in opposition to the original 
development proposal for DA-2020/240 99 Beaconsfield Road/22B Greville Street, 
Chatswood both as an individual and as a representative of the Willoughby Environmental 
Protection Association Inc (WEPA).   
 
WEPA supports the local community in their complaint that the number, height and size of 
dwellings on site in the revised plans continue to be out of character with the rest of the 
suburb and will make unfunded demands on local infrastructure. In our submission, we 
would like to note the absence of certain information in the revised plan and focus on the 
proposed loss of the small forest of mature trees and shrubs from the existing properties 
and its impact, in particular, on the biodiversity and neighbourhood amenity in our area.   
 
Having considered the plans for the new proposal we would note that it is highly difficult to 
determine the type and fate of many of the trees on site from the proposal submitted.  We 
find the proponents failure to summarise information about tree removals to be disdainful 
of one of the major concerns of Council and local residents.  We would ask that Council seek 
subsidiary information from the proponents in the form of an updated table clearly outlining 
the number of trees to be lost, whether they are of high landscape value and whether they 
are included on the WCC Natural Heritage Register.   
 
To the best of my ability, in scouring the plans I could locate 23 of 37 trees which are 
proposed to be removed from the site to accommodate 6 new dwellings.  I understand that 
a number of the trees to be removed are on the Natural Heritage Registry. Only 14 trees are 
to be retained.  This equates with the removal of 62% of trees from the sites and the 
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subsequent loss of large areas of tree canopy and open ground. Most of this loss could be 
prevented if the development was for only four or even two large dwellings – the latter 
number being more in keeping with the existing neighbourhood character. 
 
In commenting on the new proposal, WEPA would like to make the following points in 
relation to the impact of the proposal on local biodiversity and neighbour amenity: 

• the location of these trees on the Beaconsfield Road ridge line and the slopes 
aligning with Greville Street and their proximity to two local reserves means that 
they make a significant contribution to the clustered mosaic of tree canopies in this 
area which allow wildlife safe corridors for movement. This is one of the reasons why 
a number of trees on site have been identified in WCC’s Natural Heritage Register as 
being worthy of protection; 

 
A closely connected canopy contributes to biodiversity by allowing wildlife to 
respond to environmental variables such as access to water, food abundance or 
scarcity, population changes and the access to breeding partners which maintains 
genetic diversity in a healthy, local population. Many threatened and endangered 
native species owe their survival to these wildlife corridors. The habitats along this 
corridor are particularly important for forest birdlife and threatened species such as 
the Powerful Owl;   

 
• we are not convinced that the plans comprehensively consider the role of the trees 

in holding stormwater and counteracting erosion which is particularly important as 
the proposed construction site is at the top of a steep hill which drains to Ferndale 
Reserve, Swains Creek and the Lane Cove River;  
 

• a number of the trees to be removed are mature natives and as such may contain 
hollows.  Our wildlife relies on mature trees with hollows - which can take a hundred 
years or more to form.  We would ask that Council undertake, or the developers be 
required, to survey the trees proposed to be cut down to ensure they do not contain 
nesting hollows; 

 
• the report has improved its offering somewhat in terms of replanting by including 

some trees in larger pots and others with a larger canopy spread, but the 
neighbourhood and local wildlife will still be waiting decades for the return of the 
existing level of cover - if it returns at all.  The new trees to be planted will be in far 
more confined areas and will be forced to compete with the roots and shade of 
nearby established trees; 
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• if trees are to be removed and replanting undertaken, and given that the current 
trees are important habitat and close to a Bush reserve, we would be more in favour 
of the replanting plan if it replaced all existing exotics with local native trees and 
shrubs;  
 

• while the 62% tree loss is from one site only, the cumulative impact should be a 
point for consideration.  Willoughby City Council has noted on its website recently 
that, since 2011, residential land in our LGA has lost 12.61 hectares of tree cover (the 
equivalent of 483 tennis courts) with an as yet quantified impact on biodiversity, 
temperatures and neighbourhood amenity in a warming climate.   

 
In summary, we would argue that the proposal continues to fail to meet Clause 33(f) of the 
Seniors SEPP which provides for developments of this type to ‘retain, wherever reasonable, 
major existing trees’.  It also ignores the Willoughby LEP 2012 (1.2 (2) (i) ) which states 
clearly the community desire to conserve and enhance our local environment and 
biodiversity. 
 
Finally, the proposed loss of trees from the revised plan and its impact on biodiversity and 
neighbourhood amenity must be balanced against the public interest.  In this case, the 
claim that ‘seniors’ apartments’ will meet a public need is questionable given the recent 
approval of 102 seniors’ units at Chatswood Golf Course at the end of Beaconsfield Road 
plus the 36-72 residential aged care facility beds and approximately 99-125 self-contained 
units planned for Willoughby Legions Club at 26 Crabbes Avenue, North Willoughby. 
 
I hope the above will be able to be utilised by Council as it defends its refusal of this 
development in its amended form. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Dr Meredith Foley 
Executive Committee, WEPA Inc 
mfolwil@bigpond.net.au 
www.wepa.org.au 
www.facebook.com/wepa.org.au 
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