
ANNEXURE A 

TfNSW TRAVEL TIME SAVINGS CLAIMS 

The suggested savings are not based on current travel times 

There are a number of indicators that this is the case the most obvious being that a number of 
suggested time savings, if based on current travel times, would result in arriving at a destination 
before getting in the car, e.g. the 20 minute reduction in travel time from North Sydney to 
Leichhardt mentioned at page 5 of the TfNSW submission to the parliamentary inquiry (the TfNSW 
sub).  

It is apparent from the TfNSW submission to the current Public Works Committee inquiry that the 
travel time savings are based on what the travel times would supposedly be in 2037 if and if not the 
Beaches Link and Western Harbour Tunnels were built.  

But no information is given as to current travel times, and savings from current travel times would 
only be those shown if there was no increase in traffic volumes between 2017 and 2037. But this is 
not what TfNSW predicts – it predicts a considerable increase in traffic volumes over the Spit Bridge 
during this period. The RMS Project Update document for the BLT dated August 2018 shows this: 

 



 

Projected growth in traffic not based on historical growth patterns 

This is clear from data from the RMS traffic monitoring station near Spit Bridge which shows 
essentially stable traffic volumes for the past ten years with some decrease in 2018 and again in 
2019: 

 

 

Frenchs Forest growth area 

Most likely the projected growth in traffic volume is mostly attributable to the planned development 
of Frenchs Forest - https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Plans-for-your-area/Priority-Growth-Areas-
and-Precincts/Frenchs-Forest 

More detail about planned development is given in the DPIE’s Frenchs Forest 2041 Place Strategy 
draft document - https://shared-drupal-s3fs.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/master-
test/fapub_pdf/Frenchs+Forest+2041+Draft+Place+Strategy.pdf 

The Greater Sydney Commission’s North District Plan also makes it clear that the Beaches Link 
provides an opportunity to increase housing on the Northern Beaches: 
https://www.greater.sydney/north-district-plan/introduction 
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