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A Word from WEPA’s President

 
 
Since my last report to members in the May WEPA News, the Committee has continued to
develop its skills in Zoom presentations and submission writing, and its knowledge of planning
law and (reluctantly) assessment of contamination management.  

The skill development has been useful and successful with our most recent event on ‘Sydney’s
Last Koalas’ attracting over 100 registrations and raising funds for a proposed documentary on
the plight of koalas [see article below]. 

However, our education in the way planning law is applied, and contamination managed, has
been less encouraging. We recently applied for documents which supported statements in the
Beaches Link Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) challenging the feasibility of a rail link to the
Northern Beaches. The response states there are likely to be no such documents as the Roads
and Maritime Services (RMS) was only asked to evaluate a motorway and had no reason to
investigate the feasibility of a rail link. WEPA has been given permission to publish a redacted

https://mailchi.mp/7dde033eaa96/wepa-news-no-173-march-2355005?e=[UNIQID]


version of this response and will be putting it up on our website shortly. Which raises the
question – were the statements in the EIS challenging feasibility just invented to satisfy the
requirement that the EIS address alternatives? 

Nor have we been satisfied with the response of the Department of Planning, Industry and
Environment (DPIE) in relation to our complaints that preliminary work on sites, which were
identified in the Western Harbour Tunnel EIS as being at moderate to high risk of being
contaminated, such as Cammeray Golf Course, has been allowed to start without the
contamination reports (prepared for the purpose of a more detailed contamination
assessment being independently assessed) required under the Conditions of
Approval. However, the DPIE is allowing work to commence (see image) before there has been
any independent assessment despite us pointing out our own independent expert has reviewed
the current assessment as inadequate. As these are serious issues placing the community’s
health at risk and we’ve been unable to get a satisfactory response from DPIE we have lodged a
complaint with the NSW Ombudsman.  
 

 
Excavations at Cammeray Golf Course 15 August 2021.

Hopefully, some useful publicity and recommendations will come out of the inquiry by the Public
Works Committee of the NSW Legislative Council into the Impact of the Western Harbour Tunnel
and Beaches Link, which Committee Member, Meredith Foley, and I gave evidence to on 17
September [see article below]. 

This evidence elaborated on our extensive submission which included a specific public
transport alternative to connect the designated Frenchs Forest growth area to the new metro at
Chatswood, due for completion in 2024. Developed for WEPA by Ted Nye, probably one of the
most experienced major infrastructure tunnel engineers in Australia, this alternative would
provide a quick underground connection to be used by electric buses or light rail and would have
greater capacity and cost less than the proposed Beaches Link Tunnel, without the
environmental downsides.  

Our submission to the Inquiry can be found here.    
 

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/inquiries/Pages/inquiry-details.aspx?pk=2767
https://wepa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/NSW-Parl-Inquiry-Tunnel-Sub-18-June-amend-Sept.pdf


 
Ted Nye’s alternative to the Beaches Link Tunnel proposal - click here for larger image. Image: Ted Nye  
 
WEPA’s advocacy in this space seems to have resulted in an influx of new members and I
extend to them a warm welcome. 

On the bigger stage, the standout event has been the release of the IPCC report in the lead-up
to the UN Climate Change Conference, to take place from 31 October to 12
November in Glasgow. The report provides new estimates of the chances of crossing the global
warming level of 1.5°C in the next decades, and finds that unless there are immediate, rapid and
large-scale reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, limiting warming to close to 1.5°C or even
2°C will be beyond reach. This urgent call for action only serves to highlight the ongoing inability
of the LNP federal government to make a definite commitment to net zero by 2050, which seems
in any event to be considered an inadequate commitment by most scientists. [See Councillor
Saville’s motion to WCC on this issue below]. 

Our next planned event is an update on developments in relation to the Western Harbour and
Beaches Link tunnels which we hope to hold in conjunction with the Save Manly Dam Catchment
Committee and the Baringa Bush Residents Group. We’ll keep you posted. 

John Moratelli  
President   
Willoughby Environmental Protection Association  
 

STOP PRESS: Since writing my report it’s been demonstrated that 24 hours really is a long time
in politics, with the resignation of Gladys Berejiklian and Dominic Perrottet becoming Premier.  

A Channel 7 news report on Tuesday (5 Oct.) claimed that Perrottet was opposed to proceeding
with the Beaches Link Tunnel project and, although subsequent reports have said that he is not
cancelling it now, it looks like it may be reviewed with a closer focus on the benefit cost ratio than
has been the case to date.  

https://wepa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/LR-Chatswood-Frenchs-Forest-Ver-4-1-002.jpg
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/


With furious lobbying underway to get Perrottet to abandon the project we won’t be organising
the update meeting I mentioned in my report until the dust settles.  

But, given that bad politics seems to have trumped good policy at every turn in relation to this
project, now is not the time to put down our pens. I would strongly encourage members to write
urgently to the new Premier requesting that he abandons this costly and damaging toll road to a
dead end and consider public transport alternatives instead and get your friends to do the same.

John Moratelli 

WEPA goes to Parliament 

 
 
As noted by our President,  over the last few months, WEPA has continued to focus on the battle
to save Flat Rock Gully and to seek a cleaner, greener alternative to the Beaches Link Tunnel. 
We took the opportunity of responding to the NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into the Impact of the
Western Harbour Tunnel and Beaches Link which was looking at, amongst other matters, the
adequacy of the business case for the project, whether alternative options had been considered,
the impact of the pandemic on travel patterns and the impacts of the proposal on the
environment and community. 

In response to our submission, WEPA, along with a small number of other environmental and
community groups, was asked to attend the online proceedings of the NSW Inquiry.  On Sept
17, WEPA President, John Moratelli, and WEPA Committee Member, Meredith Foley, had an
opportunity to bring the concerns of many in the Willoughby LGA to this body. 

WEPA President, John Moratelli made a strong opening statement to the
Inquiry declaring  that it is, 

“nothing short of disgraceful that the government has refused to consider alternatives to these
motorway projects the combined impact of which include: 

the felling of over 3000 mature trees; 
the disturbance of toxic sediment in Sydney and Middle Harbour; 

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/inquiries/Pages/inquiry-details.aspx?pk=2767


the disturbance of contaminated historical tips and landfill sites at Flat Rock Gully and
Cammeray Golf Course; 
the failure to properly assess and manage this contamination which at Flat Rock Gully
may include PFAS, dioxins, and hexavalent chrome; 
the movement of around 440,000 B-doubles over the Sydney Harbour Bridge; 
the generation of greater car traffic and pollution; 
the risk posed to local bushland by drawdowns; 
and more. 

All this for dubious benefits based on unjustified traffic modelling in the context of a refusal to
consider any alternatives to motorways, a failure to consider the impact of recent public transport
initiatives, and a failure to seriously consider the predicted impact of COVID-19 on population
growth and travel patterns, in particular, changes to travel patterns due to an increase in working
from home. The way in which the BL EIS deals with the impact of COVID cannot be described as
anything other than deceptive. 

Claimed travel time savings for the Beaches Link are based on projections which have nothing to
do with historical patterns but everything to do with designated growth areas particularly Frenchs
Forest. The claimed savings when analysed do not represent savings on current travel times. 
But nowhere is this explicitly stated. 

Continue reading the full opening statement here 

Watch the Inquiry video recording here. 

Read the WEPA submission to the Inquiry here.  

Latest IPCC Report – Motion to Council 
 

https://wepa.org.au/2021/09/20/tunnel-inquiry-wepa-pushes-for-cleaner-greener-alternative-to-the-car-tunnel/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4SF9T1u3XqE&list=PLb7SKvfgKNwbe8f1u9VSN1-xu-BOInBji&index=2
https://wepa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/NSW-Parl-Inquiry-Tunnel-Sub-18-June-amend-Sept.pdf


The most recent Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Report has demonstrated
clearly that the path to avoiding climate catastrophe is narrowing rapidly. The speed with which
humans are altering the climate system must be addressed by immediate, deep and sustained
emission reductions. 

WEPA has agreed to write in support of a motion on this issue, from West Ward Councillor,
Lynne Saville, which will go the next meeting of Willoughby City Council (WCC) on October 18. 
We would encourage our members to email their Councillors and Mayor to indicate their support
for this important step.   

Councillor Saville’s motion is as follows: 

IPCC Motion  

I have submitted the following motion for the next meeting in October: 

THAT Willoughby City Council Council:  

1. Note the warning from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) that there
is a narrowing window of opportunity to prevent catastrophic climate change. 

2. Note that Council’s emissions reductions targets for its community and its own operations
will need to be reviewed in light of the latest IPCC science on keeping temperatures at 1.5
degrees or less of warming. 

3. Acknowledge the leadership of the NSW Environment Minister Matt Kean in substantially
increasing renewable generation, dispatchable generation, ongoing jobs and grid stability
for NSW.  

4. Note that Australia has an abundance of low-cost renewable energy resources and can
leverage our competitive advantages to meet growing global demand for zero-emissions

https://www.ipcc.ch/assessment-report/ar6/
http://willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Council/Mayor-and-Councillors


products.  

5. Requesting all local federal Members to support the Community Protection Pledge, a set
of 10 commitments for keeping residents safe from worsening extreme weather, distilled
from the Final report of the National Bushfire and Climate Summit 2020.  

6. Write to the Energy Minister Angus Taylor and Prime Minister Scott Morrison urging them
to take ambitious 2030 and 2050 targets to COP26 UN Climate Change Conference in
November 2021 to modernise Australian industry and create jobs. 

Read Councillor Saville’s background paper to the above motion here. 

Koala Event

 
Some of the participants at our Koala night. Image: Garth Newton.

In July, WEPA collaborated with Save Sydney’s Koalas and The Wilderness Society Sydney
North to organise an online event - ‘Sydney’s Last Koalas’. It was a very successful night with
over 100 registering to attend – our largest Zoom number to date! 

On the night, we previewed a trailer from ‘The Koala Corridor’, a documentary in production by
filmmakers Georgia Wallace-Crabbe and Gregory Miller.  We were also treated to some excellent
presentations by Dr Sharyn Cullis, Dr Stephen Phillips and Saul Deane on the fight to save the
last, healthy Koala colonies in south-western Sydney in the face of a gathering development
juggernaut.  

https://emergencyleadersforclimateaction.org.au/community-protection-pledge/
https://wepa.org.au/2021/10/07/act-locally-on-climate-change/
https://m.facebook.com/savesydneyskoalas/
https://www.facebook.com/TWSSydneyNorth/


 
If you were unable to attend on the night, you can watch the recording of the event here. 

Feel free to circulate the link to your friends and colleagues and encourage them to get behind
the campaigns outlined. But please note, as the film is still in production, the filmmakers have
asked that you not share the documentary trailer separately on social media.  
  
We are also encouraging everyone who can, to make a donation towards the making of ‘The
Koala Corridor’.  The documentary, which will be released around this time next year, will
examine the NSW Government’s attitude to koala protection and its plan to create a Koala Park
in the north of the state, while allowing wholesale destruction of the species in other areas.  It will
follow researchers and environmental scientists as they track and study the condition of koalas
and include stories from around the state about their survival and the pressures they endure. 

Help make this film about the threats to Australia’s remaining koalas and their habitat by
donating through the Documentary Australia Foundation Website.  All donations are tax
deductible. 

DONATE HERE 

Find out more about the film and how to donate on the Documentary Australia Foundation
website: https://documentaryaustralia.com.au/project/the-koala-corridor-working-title/ or follow
the making of the film on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/filmprojects.media/ 

Shameful Desecration 

 
Graffiti over local Indigenous whale engraving. Image: WCC. 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WM0C8E6TkdBZxIQQkaGvsBFZjSauu1I9/view?usp=sharing
https://documentaryaustralia.com.au/project/the-koala-corridor-working-title/
https://documentaryaustralia.com.au/project/the-koala-corridor-working-title/
https://documentaryaustralia.com.au/project/the-koala-corridor-working-title/
https://www.facebook.com/filmprojects.media/


One of the few good things about the lock-down is that it has allowed many of us to slow down
and get out into our local bush reserves to walk, explore and listen to the birds
sing. Unfortunately, as the WCC Bushland team has recently reported, the increase in numbers
in our parks and reserves has also led to increased instances of vandalism.   

One problem has been the destruction of bushland and trees and the movement of rocks to
create unofficial tracks and bike-ramps in sensitive areas and in ways which compromise
threatened species and bushland.   

The other concern has been more instances of graffiti on local Aboriginal Heritage Sites. Two
registered sites in the Willoughby LGA have been defaced in the past 6 months (see one of the
sites in the image above).  The sites were not signposted, and the people in question may not
have been aware of their significance, but it is still a selfish act which denies others the
opportunity to enjoy local natural beauty. 

The Aboriginal Heritage Office are attempting to preserve the remaining artefacts. Council
regularly monitors Aboriginal Heritage Sites and are currently looking for information
on the people responsible. 

The Council officers can’t be everywhere and would appreciate your help in reporting vandalism
or other illegal activity in bushland to Council/Council rangers (out of hours) 9777 1000. 

Black Day for Sydney’s Last Koala Population   
 

 
Image: Sue-Ellen Smith 



Since our Koala event there has been more bad news for these unique animals. Save Sydney’s
Koalas (SSK) have reported the loss, towards the end of September, of an important court case
to save an important koala habitat corridor that is crucial for ensuring the survival of the
Campbelltown Koala population - the last significant chlamydia-free colony in NSW. The case
was brought to stop Lendlease’s Development Applications (DAs) for tree removal and
subdivision at Figtree Hill (Mount Gilead Stage One) - a 1,700 lot residential housing estate. 

This case highlights significant flaws in state and federal government environmental legislation
that allows developers to use poorly designed mechanisms like biodiversity certification and
biodiversity offsets to destroy important koala habitat, putting koalas on a path to extinction. 

SSK argued that granting biodiversity certification to Mt Gilead Stage 1 should not have
precluded the requirement to consider Campbelltown’s Koala Plan of Management (CKPoM)
when it filed new DAs on the land. 

The CKPoM was only approved after biodiversity certification was granted. Subsequently, a
landmark report from the Chief Scientist on the protection of the Campbelltown Koala population,
[30 April 2020] was commissioned by both the Minister for Planning and the Minister for the
Environment, the Hons. Rob Stokes MP and Matt Kean MP respectively. It confirmed the
importance of creating koala habitat corridors of 425 metres in width and preserving multiple
east-west links on Mount Gilead between the Georges and Nepean Rivers. 

The judgment confirmed that the Council’s KPoM did not apply if biocertification had already
been conferred. SSK is now very concerned that Lendlease will revert back to an unsafe and
non-viable 40-metre-wide koala habitat corridor along Menangle Creek - Naroomba Reserve,
rather than the 250-metre width which was imposed by the Campbelltown Council Local
Planning Panel. 

Australia’s national environment laws continue to be at
the mercy of political machinations  
By Garth Newton 

http://savesydneyskoalas.org/


Image: Independent Review of the EPBC Act.

I know that many WEPA members have been following with some hope the progress of the 2020
statutory review of Australia’s Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act
undertaken by Professor Graeme Samuel AC (Samuel, G., 2020. Final Report. Independent
Review of the EPBC Act available here). 

However, the Morrison Government has taken an approach that ignores the work of Professor
Samuel and pushes ahead with two pieces of legislation to fast-track development approvals and
devolve responsibility for environmental protection to the states. 

Simplifying development approvals and devolving responsibilities to the states without clear and
binding environmental standards cannot deliver the consistent results required to adequately
protect and conserve endangered plants, animals and ecosystems across all states and
territories. Doing so without oversight and enforcement of appropriate standards is asking for
trouble. We only have to look at the multiplicity of interstate issues surrounding the Murray-
Darling River system to see what results from inconsistent environmental standards and a lack of
enforcement of standards. 

The situation has reached a delicate stalemate in the Senate with the Government prevented
from pushing through its preferred reforms to the EPBC Act by the opposition parties and three
crossbench senators. The bills currently before the Senate, which the Government does not
have the numbers to pass, would further weaken the already crippled federal environmental
protection laws. 

Over the past twenty-two years of the EPBC Act’s existence, the party-political process has
bedevilled the development of strong and effective environmental protection laws in Australia.
During these twenty-two years, seven Prime Ministers have had responsibility for Australia’s
environmental management and the EPBC Act. Following is a briefish summary of the story so
far. 

Read more here about the EPBC Act failings and what you can do about it. 

NSW – the Good, the Bad and What’s to Come? 
At the level of state politics, NSW Government actions on the environmental front have run the
full gamut from extremely good to atrocious over the last few months – a situation which seems
to reflect the divisions within and between both parties in the Coalition on green issues.   

Halving climate pollution 

The NSW Government received a ‘best in show’ award in September with the announcement of
their commitment to halving climate pollution by 2030.  In March last year, NSW set a target of
35% reduction by 2030. Modelling released in September 2021 by the Government shows it is
now on track to achieve a 47 – 52 % cut in emissions, largely thanks to wind and solar farms
replacing coal burning for power generation.  The Nature Conservation Council’s Chief
Executive, Chris Gambian, commented that, 

“50% is a great start, made possible by the genuine efforts of the Berejiklian
government.  There’s now no reason not to ratchet up ambition across more sectors. With some
leadership from the Federal Government, it is well within reach for NSW to achieve a
75% reduction in emissions this decade and net-zero far sooner than 2050.”  

https://epbcactreview.environment.gov.au/news/media-statement-professor-graeme-samuel-ac-releases-interim-report
http://epbcactreview.environment.gov.au/resources/final-report
https://wepa.org.au/2021/10/05/environment-laws-at-mercy-of-political-machinations-garth-newton/
https://www.nature.org.au/nsw_commits_to_halving_climate_pollution_this_decade


He also pointed out that there were many opportunities for cutting climate pollution even
further: from building better quality homes, to ending land clearing, to truly accelerating electric
vehicle uptake.  In NSW we also need to speed up our planned exit from domestic coal fired
power stations which would dramatically reduce carbon emissions whilst creating new jobs and
removing harmful toxins from the air around Lake Macquarie and the Hunter Valley. We need to
encourage our politicians at all levels to do this – see Councillor Lynne Saville’s motion to the
next WCC Meeting later in this issue. 

Planning Action on Climate 

Minister for the Environment, Matt Kean, also responded promptly and reasonably to a recent
win by the Environmental Defenders Office (EDO).  The ruling from the NSW Land and
Environment Court found that the NSW Environment Protection Authority (EPA) has a duty to
take serious action on greenhouse gas emissions and climate change.  It is the first time that an
Australian Court has ordered a government to take meaningful action on climate change. To his
credit, the Minister has announced that the Government won’t be appealing that decision and will
in fact do everything necessary to give it full effect.  
 

 
Regent honeyeater, Capertee Valley. Image: Meredith Foley. 

Zero Extinctions? 

Also in September there was qualified support for the Environment Minister’s initiative
in declaring  a “zero extinctions” policy for the state’s national parks. He also named another 92
species as so-called assets of intergenerational significance to join the fabled Wollemi pine on
that list, ensuring extra protections. While some queried the species chosen or omitted (what! No
Regent Honeyeater!), from this list, and others are waiting to see the details
around implementation, it was clear Minister Kean was proving to have more policy and strategic
substance than many of his predecessors, at least in relation to national parks. 



Boundary Clearing 

The pendulum swung back to the unsustainable, during the same period,
with the commencement of the Rural Boundary Clearing Code. The legislative framework for the
Code was passed in November last year. In operation it will allow landholders to clear a 25m
strip around their boundary as a bushfire precaution. This is despite the fact that neither the
NSW Bushfire Inquiry nor the Royal Commission recommended land clearing on property
boundaries as a valid response to the Black Summer fires. Under the code, if neighbours also
clear, 50m-wide strips of clearing would occur across large parts of the state.  

According to Nature Conservation Council Chief Executive, Chris Gambian, this “could see
thousands of hectares of wildlife habitat destroyed without requiring independent assessment of
the environmental impacts,” leading to increased deforestation and habitat fragmentation across
the state ( see Nature Conservation Council, Rural Boundary Clearing Code opens up more
bushland for destruction, 13 September 2021) 

What’s to come? 

As we go to press, the new Premier, Dominic Perrottet has been sworn in and Matt Kean has
flagged his interest in the Treasurer position. We are still awaiting an indication of who will take
over the Environment Minister role. Premier Perrottet has sent a number of mixed signals in the
past about climate science and activism but more recently stressed that he had always “believed
in the science of climate change”. He was reportedly not a big fan of the high cost of the
Beaches Link Tunnel. We await with interest and not a little trepidation to see the plans of the
Premier and the new Minister for the Environment to address the state’s many environmental
problems. 

Congratulations - it’s twins! 

 
One of this year’s owlets. Image: Meredith Foley 

https://www.nature.org.au/_rural_boundary_clearing_code_opens_up_more_bushland_for_destruction


You may recall from earlier in the year that a number of environmental groups, including WEPA,
provided support to staff at Willoughby Council who were seeking to protect a Powerful
Owl (PO) nesting tree in the path of development at Chatswood High School.  Following
negotiations, which showed good will all around, the tree was corralled from the building activity
and the Powerful parents got to work.   

The deep hollow (which may have taken a hundred or more years to develop) once again proved
itself a successful nesting site and we welcomed a large and healthy pair of chicks which fledged
last month (see image).  The large chicks have now moved down into the thickets in Ferndale
Reserve and can be heard making their characteristic trilling call in the evenings.  They will
probably be at least partly dependent on their parents until the next breeding season, when we
hope the same tree hollow can be of service again.   

Find out more 

If you want to find out more about our fascinating local Powerful Owls, tune into the free WCC
Nocturnal Bird talk, with Holly Parsons from Birdlife Australia, on the night of October 19. The
Powerful Owl Program has been gathering data about owl distribution in the Willoughby area.
They have also been undertaking analysis of feathers to determine where the chicks eventually
fly and are finding some interesting data about distribution. They will also be talking about
vegetation management, if you happened to have a PO nearby, and exploring good
management protocols for those working in the bush near nesting sites. Make sure you register
for this fascinating talk here. 

Stop Poisonings – Petition Bunnings 

One more ‘owly’ thing to mention: Birdlife Australia has launched a campaign to have rat bait
products which contain second-generation anticoagulant rodenticides (SGARs) removed from
public sale. Australia is lagging behind the rest of the world in even allowing the sale of these
products. Owls like the Southern Boobooks and of course, Powerful Owls, are two of the very
high-risk bird species likely to succumb to SGAR products.  It’s hard enough for populations to
persist with shrinking habitat without them dying just from eating poisoned prey! 

For many Australians, Bunnings Warehouse is often the first stop for home hardware and garden
needs – they also stock a larger range of known bird-killing poisons than any other major
retailer.  Birdlife is asking supporters to:  

Sign our petition calling on Bunnings to stop selling rodent poison products that are killing native
birds and wildlife 

There are alternatives – first generation products use active ingredients like warfarin that do not
have the same impact on non-target species. Even better, for use in our homes there is the more
humane option of the old-fashioned snap trap.   

Electric Vehicles: Turning Over a New Leaf 
By Lynne Saville 

My first and only car was chosen for its fuel efficiency, promising myself that my next car would be
electric!  As a registered nurse, sessional academic and health educator, I am passionate about
protecting health and the environment by mitigating effects from climate change

https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Eventbrite/Talking-Birds-Suburban-Nocturnal-Birds-157740144017
https://birdlife.org.au/
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Eventbrite/Talking-Birds-Suburban-Nocturnal-Birds-157740144017
https://support.birdlife.org.au/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.actforbirds.org%2fratpoison&srcid=209067&srctid=1&erid=29519588&trid=89693275-ae22-42d2-8c76-c57f593390b2


through emissions reduction. I have supported many initiatives to improve environmental
sustainability both on my local council, and regionally.    

Image: https://www.aaaa.com.au/ 

My dream to have a zero emissions car was proving too expensive, until I read about The
Good Car Company in The Guardian!  On further investigation, I was very impressed with the
range of second-hand electric cars available, bulk buy opportunities, and social enterprise
business model. Good Car (Electric Vehicle Imports Pty. Ltd.) was established and are based in
Tasmania.  
 
Good Car assured me it was possible to purchase from NSW.  I selected an affordable second-
hand Nissan Leaf 2015 model on-line, Good Car then imported the car from Japan, organised
necessary used vehicle inspection/safety/condition checks to ensure compliance when the
vehicle arrived in Australia.  Good Car arranged delivery of my Nissan Leaf to a
garage in Chatswood for the pre-registration inspection. The relevant documentation
provided enabled me to register the car in NSW, so it was then a relatively simple matter to
register and insure the vehicle.   
 
My Nissan Leaf, 2015, 24kWh, cost $20,500, plus $615 Stamp Duty, registration, insurance
etc. The battery was around 90% capacity and it had done about 20,000Kms. The range,
depending on conditions is about 120 kms, ideal for city driving.  I charge from a power point at
home (using solar power). I purchased a connector to use at EV charge stations if travelling
further.   
 
The Leaf uses power stored in the Lithium ion battery and another 12 volt battery charges the
lights, audio etc. Additionally the regenerative brake system charges the Li ion battery when the
car is decelerating or travelling downhill.  
 
A new Nissan Leaf costs around $44,000 driveaway, with much longer travel range. I believe



mine was the first Good Car Company purchase in Sydney!  
 
The Good Car team were excellent, always available, extremely helpful and provided prompt
responses to my many questions and inquiries.   
 
I am delighted to be the proud owner of a zero emissions EV.  My electric car looks brand new,
is absolutely beautiful to drive, glides quietly, has great suspension, rapid acceleration, is
spacious, the seats are amazingly comfortable, the technology is amazing, and the regenerative
brake system never ceases to impress!  
 
In terms of recyclability, as far as I can ascertain, around a quarter of the weight has come from
recycled materials (steel, copper, aluminium, plastics etc), the cloth seating fabrics are at least
30% post-consumer recycled content, and it is claimed that 99% of the vehicle is recyclable. 

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this article are those of the author. While WEPA supports the
move towards electric cars we do not endorse any particular brand,
supplier or associated company.   

Editor: If you have more questions about electric vehicles, this article from the Australian Energy
Forum covers a range of issues including affordability, range, electric bills, where to power
up and more.  Another useful discussion on buying affordable electric vehicles can be found here
in Renew Economy. 

Integrity and Biodiversity Offsets  
Submissions recently closed for the NSW Upper House Inquiry into the Integrity of the NSW
Biodiversity Offsets Scheme. 
 
The inquiry was launched as a result of an investigation by The Guardian journalist, Lisa
Cox, which found that environmental consultants advising the Government on its offset
requirements for major projects in Western Sydney were also profiting from the sale of offsets for
the very same project.   
 
The inquiry is looking into the effectiveness of the scheme to halt or reverse the loss of
biodiversity values as well as whether the scheme has adequate transparency and oversight
given revelations over the last few months.  
 
The scheme has been a disaster for our environment and this inquiry is an opportunity to shine a
light on a policy that is effectively a permit system for environmental destruction for developers.   
 
Save Sydney’s Koalas (SSK) and the Better Planning Network (BPN) made submissions to the
Inquiry. SSK focussed on the Lendlease development at Mount Gilead in Campbelltown
as a case study in its submission, while BPN focussed on the Cumberland Plain Conservation
Plan and the Greater Macarthur Growth Area – read its submission here.  
 
You can follow the hearings scheduled for the 22nd October and the 12th November, 2021 here. 

https://www.aef.com.au/news/aef-news/2021/08/whats-happening-with-electric-vehicles-in-nsw/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/explainer-six-ways-to-drive-down-the-up-front-cost-of-buying-an-ev/
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/inquiries/Pages/inquiry-details.aspx?pk=2822#tab-members
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/apr/16/enormous-sum-of-money-40m-windfall-from-nsw-environmental-offsets-sparks-calls-for-inquiry
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/submissions/76329/0067%20Save%20Sydney%27s%20Koalas%20(South%20West)%20Inc.pdf
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/submissions/76303/0051%20Better%20Planning%20Network.pdf
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/inquiries/Pages/inquiry-details.aspx?pk=2822#tab-hearingsandtranscripts
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/submissions/76303/0051%20Better%20Planning%20Network.pdf


Keeping Cats and Wildlife Safe 
RSPCA NSW has announced a new
project, Keeping Cats Safe at Home, which
aims to improve care for pet cats through
responsible cat ownership and, at the same
time, to protect wildlife from cat predation.   

The aim is to keep cats safe from harm,
especially from car accidents, disease, and
attacks from other animals as well as to
prevent predation of native wildlife, by
encouraging pet owners to keep cats within
the boundaries of their property.   

Environment Minister Kean, in announcing the
project, said it was estimated that each
roaming pet cat in Australia is estimated to kill
on average 115 native prey animals each year,
including mammals, birds and reptiles.  

The project, which  will receive a $2.5 million
funding grant from the NSW Government
through its Environmental Trust, will engage 10 urban and regional councils across the state,
providing education and advice for communities on the importance of containing their cats safely
at home. 

While Willoughby Council missed out on being one of the participating Councils, everyone is
encouraged to submit their views about cats and how they are managed by filling out a brief
survey here.  
 
Image: Chatswood resident, Andrew Nelson, recently took the initiative to film nocturnal visitors – which included

a bandicoot and possum - to his native garden and created a display at his gate to make the point that cats are

safer at home and cats and wildlife don’t mix. Image: Andrew Nelson.

Warragamba Dam EIS  
 

https://www.rspcansw.org.au/safecats/
https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/new-project-to-keep-cats-safe-at-home/
https://www.rspcansw.org.au/safecats/


Image: Give a Dam.

Widespread concern has been expressed in recent weeks over the release by the NSW
Government of a 4,000-page Environmental Impact Statement for the proposal to raise the
height of Warragamba Dam, which in turn threatens to inundate parts of the Greater Blue
Mountains World Heritage Area.   

Harry Burkitt (Colong Foundation for Wilderness) has characterised the move as “the most
profound attack on Australia’s World Heritage in decades” and one which is aimed at developing
large parts of the Hawkesbury-Nepean floodplain despite opposition from Traditional Owners,
the Australian insurance industry, UNESCO and dam experts.   

Opponents of the proposal have already noted the EIS is fundamentally flawed, particularly as it
has failed to undertake adequate surveying of wildlife and cultural sites as well as sidestepping
impacts studies on the Outstanding Universal Values for which the Blue Mountains National
Park was originally placed on the World Heritage list. 

Divisions within the Government over the merits of the proposal have been demonstrated by the
Planning Minister, Rob Stokes, who has downgraded the State Planning Significance of the
project.  

To learn more or provide much-needed support to the campaign, go to the Give a Dam campaign
website.  

WCC Local Environment Plan Coming Soon  
The Willoughby City Council Local Environment Plan (LEP) will be released soon for public
comment. It provides an important framework for our Council as it sets out rules about what we
can build and where and is supported by a Development Control Plan that
provides further guidelines on development in the Willoughby local government area.  The plans
incorporate community feedback about housing, local centre planning, transport and urban
design strategy over the past four years.   

Some key areas of change in the plans include: 

the extension of the Chatswood CBD 
new development rules in the Chatswood CBD, St Leonards and Willoughby’s Local
Centres 

https://www.giveadam.org.au/


height and floor space increases 
landscape controls for housing development and 
improving sustainability and resilience. 

If you want to be kept up to date on the LEP you can sign up for WCC email notifications here. 

Hands Off Our Charities and Organisations! 

  
Climate Strike 2019, Image: Sue-Ellen Smith.

A Liberal-led committee has found that the federal Coalition’s plans to crack down on charities
and not-for-profits gives the regulator sweeping powers which are designed to curb political
protest and threaten free speech.   

The Standing Committee for the Scrutiny of Delegated Legislation has recommended the
regulations – which are yet to begin – be disallowed.  The regulations will now come before the
Senate which will have the power to reject them. 

The Hands Off our Charities alliance of over 60 charities and not-for-profit groups, which
includes WEPA’s umbrella group, the Nature Conservation Council of NSW, has described the
Committee’s intervention as a clear sign that these laws are unprecedented and an unjustified
regulatory overreach. The Human Rights Law Centre says the proposal is disproportionate and
punitive, and could see charities shut down by the regulator because of very minor and
inadvertent breaches of the law, or for failing to keep documentation proving their compliance.  

Read more here and here. 

http://www.haveyoursaywilloughby.com.au/
https://hooc.org.au/
https://www.nature.org.au/
https://www.hrlc.org.au/factsheets/2021/6/28/acnc-proposed-governance-standard-3
https://d.docs.live.net/27833c4e124119b9/Documents/Christopher%20Knaus,%20%E2%80%98Coalition%E2%80%99s%20planned%20crackdown%20on%20charities%20should%20be%20scrapped,%20Liberal-led%20committee%20finds%E2%80%99,%20The%20Guardian%2030%20Sept%202021
https://d.docs.live.net/27833c4e124119b9/Documents/Human%20Rights%20Law%20Centre,%20Explainer:%20ACNC%20proposed%20governance%20standard%203


Protecting Kosciuszko National Park 
 

The magnificent Kosciuszko National Park
seems under siege at the moment. In August,
the NSW Government unleashed
a masterplan proposing a massive increase in
commercial development in the Snowy
Mountains. New planning tools, called 'Special
Activation Precincts', will be invoked to
cut green regulation in a bid to fast
track environmental approvals for projects. 

The conservation movement has responded
with nearly 50 of the state’s leading
conservationists, ecologists and former
national parks managers publishing an Open
Letter in the SMH asking Premier Gladys
Berejiklian to “set aside disastrous plans” to
significantly increase commercial development
in the national park 

This radical Masterplan is entirely out of
keeping with Kosciuszko’s status as a national
park and national heritage-listed place. 
Specific proposals include an unsustainable
60% increase in on-park accommodation, clearing habitat for car parks, helicopter access into
the resorts, commercial vehicles on walking tracks, and insensitive changes to nationally
significant historic sites such as gas-fired Japanese bath houses along the
remote Yarrangobilly river. Existing services including waste, water supply and sewerage
treatment would be pushed beyond capacity.  Submissions on the plan have closed. Follow this
issue further on the National Parks Association of NSW site. 

Meanwhile, the long-awaited draft Kosciuszko feral horse plan was released at the beginning of
October. The new draft plan aims to increase areas of Kosciuszko which will be free from horses
from 47% to 68%, which is significant progress. Areas in the north, west and around the alpine
regions will have horses entirely removed. Unfortunately, the plan will leave 3,000 horses in a
third of the park which will lock in long-term environmental damage for these areas.   

The plan is now open for community feedback between 1 October and 2 November
2021. To take action, first visit the Invasive Species Council. 

Sunburnt Country
One of our members recently commented on the excellent environmental work being done by
Anika Molesworth a young farmer who  balances a passion for rural communities with a concern
for healthy ecosystems. She was named Young Farmer of the Year (2015) and has since won a

https://npansw.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42506f0673a573cdc6034c9ec&id=d1e22d99ca&e=86f0f90681
https://npansw.org.au/tag/kosciuszko-national-park-plan-of-management/
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/parks-reserves-and-protected-areas/park-management/community-engagement/kosciuszko-national-park/draft-kosciuszko-national-park-wild-horse-heritage-management-plan
https://invasives.org.au/


number of achievement and sustainability
awards. She has a PhD in agriculture and
environmental science, speaks and
writes on agro-ecological systems resilience,
and is working to build the capacity of farmers
to respond to climate change, both here in
Australia and around the world. 

Her new book, Our Sunburnt Country, which
explores the challenges and solutions for
managing food systems in a warming climate,
has been praised for its positivity and
inspirational character.  You can find out more
about Anika and her writings here.  

[Editor: if you have a book you’d like to
recommend or review for fellow WEPA
members drop us a
line at wepa@wepa.org.au.] 

Upcoming Environmental Events
 

Rainwater Tanks - webinar  
Monday, 11 October 2021 | 12:00 PM to 01:00 PM 

A WCC lunchtime webinar about setting up and
maintaining your own rainwater tank. 

The presenter will provide you with expert advice on selecting
the right tank for your household needs, first flush diverters,
water quality guidelines and any other tank-related
queries. Free and online - contact WCC to get your link here. 

This webinar is being run as part of Sustainable House Day 2021, you can view the full program
of events at sustainablehouseday.com.

Natural Pest Management - Webinair  
Wednesday, 13 October 2021 | 07:00 PM to 08:30 PM 

Avoid harsh chemicals in your garden by learning about natural pest management. Garden pests
can be managed by using barriers, cultural strategies, companion planting and other control
options. This WCC webinar will take you through these steps and explain the importance of
beneficial insects to strengthen the balance in your garden. 

https://www.anikamolesworth.com/author.html
mailto:wepa@wepa.org.au
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Eventbrite/Rainwater-Tanks-webinar-158531571197
https://sustainablehouseday.com/


The event will be run live digitally via the Zoom platform. You will receive a link to access the
session the week before the webinar. Register here. 

Talking Birds- Birds of North Arm Reserve, Middle Cove  
Thursday, 14 October 2021 | 06:30 PM to 07:30 PM 

Celebrate National Bird Week and learn about some local bird life in this informative talk by  Dr
Stanley Tang.  Dr Tang is a researcher, ornithologist and science teacher at Glenaeon School in
Middle Cove. He has been carrying out a formal, licensed survey of birds with his students in
North Arm Reserve, investigating the dynamic of local bird populations. At this online talk, he will
be sharing what he has discovered and the value of fauna survey. Numbers are limited so
booking is essential. Register here. 

School Strike for Climate – October 15  
School students are calling for: 

1. No new coal, oil and gas, including Adani’s mega coal mine 

2. 100% renewable energy by 2030. 

3. Funding for a just transition and jobs for fossil fuel workers &
their communities. 

Find out about local actions here. 

It’s National Bird Week from 18 – 24 October! 

Introduction to the Aussie Backyard Bird Count  
Sunday, 17 October 2021 | 10:00 AM to 11:30AM 

Join this WCC virtual event to learn how to bird watch and contribute to an annual citizen science
project.  Ornithologists, Dr Stanley Tang and Dr Holly Parsons from Birdlife Australia, will
introduce you to some of the local species of birds that use our local reserve networks and show
you how you can do your own Backyard Bird Count.  

Register here 

Talking Birds- Suburban Nocturnal Birds  
Tuesday, 19 October 2021 | 06:30 PM - 08:00PM 

Celebrate National Bird Week and learn about our nocturnal birds
and the Powerful Owl project with Dr Holly Parson from Birdlife
Australia.  Dr Holly Parsons from Birdlife Australia has been
working with colleagues coordinating the Powerful Owl
(Citizen Science) Project for more than a decade. At this WCC
online talk, she will be sharing what we know about owls and
other nocturnal birds in suburbia and what threats they face. 

Numbers are limited so booking is essential. Register here. 

'Big Deal documentary  
ABC, Tuesday 19 October, 8:30pm  

https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Eventbrite/Natural-Pest-Management-webinar-160496313795
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Eventbrite/Talking-Birds-Birds-of-North-Arm-Reserve-Middle-Cove-157739650541
https://www.schoolstrike4climate.com/?source=email-cancelled-may-15-climatestrike&email_referrer=email_749614&email_subject=may-15-climatestrike-cancelled-due-to-covid-19&can_id=68b602d34a1915b705a73e5e1ea63199&link_id=6
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Eventbrite/Introduction-to-the-Aussie-Backyard-Bird-Count-157563188739
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Eventbrite/Talking-Birds-Suburban-Nocturnal-Birds-157740144017


This two-part documentary, by Craig Reucassel and Christiaan van Vuuren, airs on the ABC at
8:30pm on October 19. It takes a look at Australia’s billion-dollar political lobbying industry. For
every federal politician, there’s millions of dollars devoted just to swinging their opinion, or their
vote. The series aims to be a wake-up call about the frightening extent to which money has
infiltrated politics. In the series, Christiaan meets with a range of politicians, journalists, and
experts, such as Malcolm Turnbull, Jason Falinski, Sam Dastyari, Scott Ryan, Kate McClymont,
Dr Andrew Leigh, Helen Haines, Jacqui Lambie, Katharine Murphy, Linda Burney, and
Zali Steggall, to ask, ‘Is Australia’s democracy for sale?’ 

Nature Connection Foreshore Walk 
Sunday, 24 October 2021 | 09:00 AM to 10:30 AM 

Louise Kiddell will introduce participants to the Japanese mindfulness practice of Forest Bathing.
The group will focus on achieving a deeper natural connection while walking along a beautiful
foreshore section of the bushland. This walk can be steep in some sections. Bring water and
snack. The exact meeting place will be emailed closer to the walk date.  

A WCC event. Register here. 

Frog Calls: Celebrating FrogID Week   
Thursday 4 November, 7:00 – 8:00pm  
 
Lane Cove Council: Did you know every frog has a unique call? Frogs are more often heard than
seen and with over 240 species in Australia, that's a lot of noise!  

From ground-dwelling toadlets to agile tree-frogs, these amazing creatures can tell us a lot about
our environment. Scientists are gaining more information than ever about our frogs thanks to
Citizen Science project FrogID. Celebrate FrogID Week and discover fascinating facts about
frogs with Nadiah Roslan from the Australian Museum including how you can use FrogID to help
put frogs on the map. 

Zoom online presentation  
Bookings essential: Book online here. 

Spring Wild Pollinator Count  
Saturday, 06 November 2021 | 12:30 PM to 02:30 PM 

Wild Pollinator Count is a national Citizen Science project
which facilitates biannual surveys of our native pollinators. For
this year's Spring Wild Pollinator Count, WCC is hosting a 'how
to' workshop on identifying and surveying for native pollinators
in community gardens and suburban backyards. The exact
location for this event will be emailed out to participants closer
to the event date. Numbers are limited so booking is
essential. Register here. 

Regenerate: Creating a Greener Sydney  
Saturday 6 November, 11am–12pm, free online 

Described by the United Nations as a ‘code red for humanity’, the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change this year released an alarming report about the projected impacts of climate
change on our planet. This talk examines what more should be done in our built and urban

https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Eventbrite/Nature-Connection-Foreshore-Walk-157444628121
https://frogcalls.eventbrite.com.au/
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Eventbrite/Spring-Wild-Pollinator-Count-157563443501


environment to help prevent the acceleration of global warming and draws on a diverse panel of
First Nations leaders and prominent architects working in the area of sustainable
practices. Organised by Sydney Living Museums. Register here. 

What Happens to your Soft Plastics - webinar  
Thursday, 11 November 2021 | 12:00 PM to 01:00 PM 

Are you curious as to what happens to your soft plastic packaging once it is collected from the
supermarket? Join Rebecca Gleghorn from Redcycle for this WCC Zoom event as she takes you
through the processing and remanufacturing of your waste packaging. Register here.

Coastal Spotlight Walk  
Friday, 12 November 2021 | 07:30 PM to 09:00 PM 

Spend the evening exploring the bush and the seashore with WC Bushland Officers. Discover
the magic of Middle Harbour by night and help spot some wildlife.  Bring a torch and wear sturdy
shoes. This walk is only suitable for children 5 years and over.  

Meet at the end of Sailors Bay Road - parking available opposite the bus shelter. Register here. 

Let's Talk About Climate Change  
Tuesday, 16 November 2021 | 06:30 PM to 07:30 PM 

One of the most important things you can do for our climate is to start talking about it!  World
leaders are convening for the November 2021 Climate Change Conference in Glasgow. What
came out of that summit and what does it mean for Australia? How can we talk to family and
friends to inspire action?  This WCC webinar will be delivered by Australian climate scientist
Professor Lesley Hughes, a former IPCC author. Register here.

WEPA Membership  
Make a positive contribution to preserving the environment – join WEPA today! 

You can join WEPA either online or by mail. Find more information  membership information
or join here. 

Contact WEPA 
Email: wepa@wepa.org.au 
Website: www.wepa.org.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/wepa.org.au
 
A member of the Nature Conservation Council of NSW.
 
WEPA acknowledges the traditional owners of this land, the Gameraygal people, their spirits and ancestors and we pay our
respects to Elders past and present.

https://my.sydneylivingmuseums.com.au/208419/208422
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Eventbrite/What-Happens-to-your-Soft-Plastics-webinar-160503689857
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Eventbrite/Coastal-Spotlight-Walk-157444792613
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Eventbrite/Lets-Talk-About-Climate-Change-162613771167
https://wepa.org.au/about-2/wepa-membership/
mailto:wepa@wepa.org.au
http://www.wepa.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/wepa.org.au
http://www.nature.org.au/
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