
 
    

 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

AGENDA AND MEETING PAPERS 

Online meeting 7:30pm, Tuesday 19 April 2022 
 

 

1. Welcome & Acknowledgement of Country –  John Moratelli, President 

 

2. Minutes of the AGM held 21 April 2021 – John Moratelli 

The minutes are at attachment A to the meeting papers: 

That the minutes of the WEPA Annual General Meeting held 21 April 2021 be 

confirmed. 

Moved:     Seconded:   

 

3. President’s Report – John Moratelli  

The President will present his report for the preceding 12 months.   

The following motion will be put: 

That the President’s Report for 2021-22 be accepted. 

Moved:   Seconded:  

  

4 Honorary Treasurer's Report – Diana Jones  

See attachment B to the meeting papers.   

The following motion will be put: 

That the Honorary Treasurer’s Report for the year to 31 December 2021 be 

accepted. 

Moved:   Seconded:  

 



 
 

2 
 

 

5. Election of Office Bearers and Committee – Dom Wilson, Returning Officer  

 A call for nominees to the Executive Committee was circulated by email to all 

WEPA members on 30 March 2022.  Nominees are required to be financial 

members of WEPA for at least 6 months prior to the election and to have 

attended at least two WEPA meetings. Those interested in nominating were 

asked to return nominations by 12 April 2022 to allow the inclusion of 

nominee’s names in the meeting papers. 

 

 The following nominations have been received and all nominations have been 

accepted by nominees: 

 
Position Nominee Nominated Seconded 

PRESIDENT John Moratelli Diana Jones Gay Spies 

VICE PRESIDENT Gay Spies John Moratelli Diana Jones 

SECRETARY Meredith Foley John Moratelli Dom Wilson 

ASST SECRETARY Christina Pender John Pryde Geoff Osborne 

TREASURER Diana Jones Heidi Key Christina Pender 

COMMITTEE MEMBER Geoff Osborne Heidi Key Christina Pender 

COMMITTEE MEMBER Garth Newton John Moratelli Diana Jones 

COMMITTEE MEMBER Heidi Key Christina Pender Geoff Osborne 

COMMITTEE MEMBER John Pryde Heidi Key Christina Pender 

COMMITTEE MEMBER Kristina Dodds Christina Pender  Heidi Key 

 

The Returning Officer will declare the positions vacant and note the outcome 

of the nomination process. 

 

The pandemic has greatly reduced the opportunities for members and 

committee to get to know each other.  Hopefully, we will be able to return to 

face-to-face meetings soon. Meanwhile, we  thought it might be useful if we 

included a photograph and brief biography of the Executive Committee 

nominees for 2022-23.  See Attachment C.  
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We have some old and new faces nominating this time and would like to take 

this opportunity to encourage all WEPA members to consider becoming a 

committee member at some stage – new faces invariably bring new ideas and 

energies and are always welcomed. 
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ATTACHMENT A – Minutes of Annual General Meeting held 21 April 2021 

Draft Minutes 

WEPA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The meeting papers for the WEPA Annual General Meeting were issued to members 

on 7 April 2021 with voting to be completed by email on Wednesday 21 April 2021.  

 

1. Opening remarks – John Moratelli, President 

Due to the restrictions under the current pandemic and with the health of our 

members and the community in mind, WEPA undertook the formal aspects of 

the AGM via email this year.  Three (3) reports were circulated to members for 

their approval.   

 

2. Minutes of the AGM held 25 May 2020 

The minutes were circulated with the meeting papers.  It is resolved: 

That the minutes of the WEPA Annual General Meeting held 25 May 2020 be 

confirmed. 

Moved: Meredith Foley Seconded: John Moratelli  CARRIED 

 

3. President’s Report – John Moratelli  

The President’s Report was provided with the meeting papers.  It is resolved 

that: 

That the President’s Report for 2020-21 be accepted. 

Moved: Gay Spies.    Seconded: Christina Pender CARRIED 

  

4 Honorary Treasurer's Report – Diana Jones  

The Treasurer’s Report was provided with the meeting papers. 

That the Honorary Treasurer’s Report for the year to 31 December 2020 be 

accepted. 

Moved: Diana Jones.   Seconded: Meredith Foley  CARRIED 

 

5. Election of Office Bearers and Committee – Returning Officer  

A call for nominees to the Executive Committee was circulated by email to all 

WEPA members on 1 March 2021.   Nominees are required to be financial 

members of WEPA for at least 6 months prior to the election and to have 

attended at least two WEPA meetings. 
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Nominees were asked to return nominations by 15 March to enable the 

business of the AGM to be completed by email.  All positions were declared 

vacant.  The following nominations have been received and all nominations 

have been accepted by nominees: 

 

Position Nominee Nominated Seconded 

PRESIDENT John Moratelli Gay Spies Meredith Foley 

VICE PRESIDENT Gay Spies Diana Jones Christina Pender 

SECRETARY Sue-Ellen Smith Meredith Foley Heidi Key 

TREASURER Diana Jones Cotter Erickson Geoff Obsborne 

PUBLICITY OFFICER Heidi Key Sue-Ellen Smith John Pryde 

COMMITTEE MEMBER Cotter Erickson Gay Spies Geoff Osborne 

COMMITTEE MEMBER Meredith Foley John Moratelli Sue-Ellen Smith 

COMMITTEE MEMBER Geoff Osborne Christina Pender Diana Jones 

COMMITTEE MEMBER Christina Pender Geoff Osborne Diana Jones 

COMMITTEE MEMBER John Pryde Heidi Key Meredith Foley 

 

The Returning Officer, Dominic Wilson, reported that, as there had been only 

one nominee for each of the positions, the following nominees were declared 

elected. 

 

(We encourage all WEPA members to consider becoming a committee 

member at some stage – having new faces brings new ideas and ways of 

doing which are always appreciated). 

 
_________________________________________________ 
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ATTACHMENT B -  Honorary Treasurer’s Report for year ending 31 December 
2021 
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ATTACHMENT C – Nominees - WEPA Office Bearers and Committee Members 

 
WEPA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2022-2033 
 
OFFICE HOLDERS 

 
John Moratelli, President: Recently retired lawyer 
and resident of Castlecrag for over 25 
years.  President of WEPA for the past 2 years. Strong 
interest in sustainability and respect for environmental 
science. Love bushwalking and cycling. Don't want to 
see the younger generation inherit a natural world 
more degraded than the one I have enjoyed.  
 
Elected to Willoughby Council on an independent 
environmental ticket at the recent elections.   
 
 
 
Gay Spies, Vice-President: I am a founding 
member of WEPA (1982) and have been Secretary, 
then President for many years. During this time, WEPA 
helped secure the bushland protections we have 
today, including the Urban Bushland Plan of 
Management and Reserve Action Plans. WEPA’s 
actions also stopped Council tipping in Flat Rock Gully 
and resulted in the gully Management Plan. I have 
many years of bush regeneration experience and am 
currently a member of WCC’s Natural Heritage and 
Bushland Advisory Committee and its Sustainability 
Reference Group. I have a wide interest in 
environmental issues. [Gay was awarded Life 
membership of WEPA in 2020] 

 
Diana Jones, Hon. Treasurer: I have lived in 
Willoughby LGA since 1978. I am a professional 
bookkeeper and registered BAS Agent.  I have been 
Hon. Treasurer, WEPA since around 1999. I am 
particularly interested in how a sustainable economy 
can be run without growth. 
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Meredith Foley, Secretary:  I’ve lived in Willoughby 
and Chatswood for the last twenty-five years. I joined 
WEPA in 2015 and was Honorary Secretary from 2016 – 
2020. A retiree after working in academic, environment, 
and museum fields, my interests include nature 
photography, native gardens, preserving our natural and 
social heritage, and travel. I am a committee member on 
the Chatswood West Ward Progress Association, a 
delegate to the Federation of Willoughby Progress 
Associations and I also run the Wildlife Willoughby site on 
Facebook. 
 
 

 
 
Christina Pender, Assistant Secretary: I have lived 
in Naremburn for the past 40 years and love the 
Willoughby area with all its beautiful bushwalks, most of 
which I learnt about through WEPA.  I joined WEPA in 
1985 (after meeting Gay and Harold Spies at the 
christening of my god-daughter/their great-niece) and 
became a member of the Committee in 2003.  I was 
Publicity Officer from 2007 to 2019.  I have been acting 
as Minutes Secretary for the past year and am happy to 
continue in this role and to work with the excellent 
people currently on the Committee.  
 

 
COMMITTEE  

 
Kristina Dodds, Committee Member: I have lived in 
Willoughby LGA with my family for the last 20 years. I 
became a WEPA committee member at the end of 2021, 
after running for council  as part of the Local 
Independents For our Environment. For the last three 
years, I have been leading the Save Flat Rock Gully and 
Middle Harbour group formed to raise community 
awareness of the impacts of the Beaches Link Tunnel 
(BLT). I testified at the NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into 
the BLT and supported Larissa Penn – the Independent 
candidate in the recent NSW by-election for Willoughby. I 
have worked for not-for-profit organisations in education, 
training and community development for over 30 years. 

I’m currently on the Cammeraygal High School P&C committee and am also a committee 
member of Willoughby South Progress Association and a delegate to the combined 
Federation of Willoughby Progress Associations. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/wildlifewilloughby
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Heidi Key, Committee Member: I have lived in 
Naremburn for over 35 years and enjoy being an active 
member of the local and volunteer community. I joined 
WEPA in 2018 and the Executive Committee in 2020. I 
belong to three Willoughby Bushcare groups and I am 
the convenor of the Drive/Flat Rock Gully bushcare 
group. I feel lucky to live in such a beautiful area which 
now, more than ever, needs to be protected for its 
bushland, wildlife habitat and biodiversity. 
 
 
 
 
 
Garth Newton, Committee Member: I grew up in 
Naremburn with the tip and Flat Rock Gully in my 
backyard. I retired from nearly forty years working for 
NSW Education in 2014 and have been using my 
science teaching and adult education skills as a 
community organiser with the Wilderness Society since 
2016. I have lived in Castle Cove for the past twenty-two 
years and continue to maintain an interest in 
bushwalking and native plants. I am passionate about 
and an advocate for the development of stronger laws to 
protect Australia's unique wildlife and natural 
ecosystems. 
 
 
 
Geoff Osborne, Committee Member: I am a retired 
professional telecommunications engineer and have 
been a member of WEPA since the mid-1990s. I have 
strong interests in protecting and preserving the natural 
environment as well as believing we must all reduce our 
production of greenhouse gases and improve efficiency 
in our use of energy. I also enjoy bushwalking.  
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John Pryde, Committee Member: I am a retired IT 
consultant and now a keen native gardener, regular bush 
carer and volunteer in a propagation team at the Royal 
Botanic Garden. I co-founded and helped to run a 
regional group of The Wilderness Society and am 
Treasurer for Save Sydney’s Koalas (SW). I will be very 
happy to continue my committee work with WEPA and 
help bring about improvements in all aspects of our local 
and national environment – biodiversity, wildlife habitat 
and heritage.  


