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Minutes 

WEPA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Online meeting Tuesday 19 April 2022 at 7:30pm 

 

The meeting papers for the WEPA Annual General Meeting were emailed on 13 April 

2022 to members who had registered for the AGM.  

 

Attendees:  Kristina Dodds,  Gabriella Eakins,  Cotter Erickson,  Meredith Foley,  

Diana Jones,  Heidi Key,  John Moratelli (chair),  Andrew Nelson,  Garth Newton,  

Geoff Osborne,  Christina Pender,  Diana Pryde,  John Pryde,  Jennifer Roxburgh,  

Sue-Ellen Smith 

Apologies:  Lorraine Cairnes,  Jocelyn Chey,  Marc Cottee,  Ian Hugh (Tig) Crowley,  

Andrew Drysdale,  Helen Jordan,  Janine Kitson 

 

1. Opening remarks – John Moratelli, President 

John Moratelli gave an Acknowledgement of Country and welcomed everyone 

to the meeting. 

 

2. Minutes of the AGM held 21 April 2021 

The minutes were circulated with the meeting papers.   

It was resolved that the minutes of the WEPA Annual General Meeting held 21 

April 2021 be confirmed. 

Moved:  Heidi Key  Seconded: Diana Jones  CARRIED 
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3. President’s Report – John Moratelli  

John Moratelli read his report for the preceding 12 months.  His report is 

Attachment A. 

John concluded his report by thanking Committee member Cotter Erickson, 

who will not be standing for re-election, for his many years of service to WEPA, 

including many as Vice-President. Cotter thanked John and said he would 

maintain his membership of and interest in WEPA but was now living too far 

away to continue active involvement.  He hoped to again take a more active 

role at some time.  

It was resolved that the President’s Report for 2021-22 be accepted. 

Moved: Gay Spies    Seconded: Meredith Foley  CARRIED 

 

4. Honorary Treasurer's Report  –  Diana Jones  

The Treasurer’s Report was provided with the meeting papers and is 

Attachment B.  Diana reported that as we had more than adequate funds, we 

decided to make regular donations to various environmental groups, thus 

depleting our funds.  These donations can always be reduced if necessary. 

It was resolved that the Honorary Treasurer’s Report for the year to 31 

December 2021 be accepted. 

Moved: Diana Jones.   Seconded: Christina Pender  CARRIED 

 

5. Election of Office Bearers and Committee – Returning Officer, Dom 

Wilson 

It was moved John Moratelli, seconded John Pryde that Dominic Wilson act as 

Returning Officer.    Carried. 

 

A call for nominees to the Executive Committee was circulated by email to all 

WEPA members on 30 March 2022.  Nominees are required to be financial 

members of WEPA for at least 6 months prior to the election and to have 

attended at least two WEPA meetings.  Nominees were asked to return 

nominations by 12 April 2022 to allow the inclusion of nominees’ names in the 

meeting papers. 

 

The Returning Officer declared all positions vacant.  The following nominations 

have been received and all nominations have been accepted by nominees: 
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Position Nominee Nominated Seconded 

PRESIDENT John Moratelli Diana Jones Gay Spies 

VICE PRESIDENT Gay Spies John Moratelli Diana Jones 

SECRETARY Meredith Foley John Moratelli Dom Wilson 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY Christina Pender John Pryde Geoff Osborne 

TREASURER Diana Jones Heidi Key Christina Pender 

COMMITTEE MEMBER Kristina Dodds Christina Pender Heidi Key 

COMMITTEE MEMBER Heidi Key Christina Pender Geoff Osborne 

COMMITTEE MEMBER Garth Newton John Moratelli Diana Jones 

COMMITTEE MEMBER Geoff Osborne Heidi Key Christina Pender 

COMMITTEE MEMBER John Pryde Heidi Key Christina Pender 

 

A photograph and brief biography of the nominees was included in the 

meeting papers. 

 

The Returning Officer, Dom Wilson, reported that, as there had been only one 

nominee for each of the positions, the above nominees were declared elected. 

 

John Moratelli closed the meeting at 7:55pm 
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Attachment A  President’s Report 

April 2021 – 19 April 2022 
 

Since our last AGM in April 2021, carried out by email with ballots returned by 21 April, it’s 
been a busy and successful year for WEPA, with lots of activity and a 50% increase in paid-
up membership from about 64 to 97.  

 

Tunnels 

As in the previous year the big local issue which has occupied much of our time has been 
our ongoing advocacy for work on the Western Harbour and Beaches Link tunnels to cease 
until alternatives have been considered.  

Specifically, this has included the following: 

• June 2021 – made submission to the Upper House NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into 
the Impact of the Western Harbour Tunnel and Beaches Link.  Made additional 
comments on contamination. 

•  On 10 August 2021 we did a detailed letter to the DP&E raising concerns about their 
failure to enforce the Condition of Approval requiring contamination reports to be 
reviewed by an independent EPA accredited auditor. The contamination report in 
question concerned Cammeray Park, had been prepared by one of the partners of 
the group actually doing the preliminary construction work, and had been heavily 
criticised by a retired EPA accredited auditor who we had asked to have a quick look 
at it.  DP&E are still refusing to have these reports independently reviewed and 
WEfPA has made a complaint to the NSW Ombudsman. 

• On Sept 17, 2021, Meredith Foley, WEPA committee member, and I were invited to 
speak to the Upper House NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into the Impact of the 
Western Harbour Tunnel and Beaches Link.   WEPA wrote subsequently to provide 
further information, to respond to Inquiry questions and to raise alternative options. 
We are still awaiting the handing down of the Inquiry’s report.  

• WEPA was one of the organisers for 21 November 2021 and 4 Feb 2022 guided tours 
around Flat Rock Gully – the proposed primary Dive Site for the Beaches Link. The 
tours were very well attended and received very positive feedback.  

• WEPA wrote to the EPA in February 2022 to outline concerns and omissions in 
relation to Contamination Report on Bicentennial Reserve. This report was 
commissioned by WCC but failed to test for Chromium VI or PFAS, chemicals which 

https://wepa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Letter-to-EPA-re-Contamin.-16-Feb.pdf
https://wepa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Letter-to-EPA-re-Contamin.-16-Feb.pdf
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were likely used by the Hallstrom refrigerator plant, and failed to test for dioxins 
which were likely produced by incinerating plastics at the site.  

• WEPA members supported and spoke to WCC 28 March 2022 to ask that WCC 
confirm its opposition and seek legal advice on Beaches Link Tunnel proposal . 
Although WCC passed the section of the motion calling on council to ask for the 
project to be suspended pending a transparent consideration of alternatives, and to 
publicise its position and the reasons for it to residents, it deleted the section of the 
motion calling for council to spend up to $10,000 to obtain legal advice as to the 
prospects of successfully challenging any planning approval. WEPA will be 
considering other ways in which to obtain this advice. 

 
WEPA has also been active in educating voters about the position of candidates for 
election on environmental issues.  

Although WEPA is prevented, as a registered charity, from endorsing specific candidates, we 
can publicise their views of concern to us. Accordingly we have: 

• Been trying to organise  a MTC Zoom on environmental issues in collaboration with 
NCC for early May  

• Been trying to encourage residents to put up Climate Action Now corflutes, provided 
to us by the NCC, for the upcoming Fed election - contact secretary to get yours 

• Run a MTC Zoom on environmental issues, in collaboration with the NCC, for the 
recent by-election for the seat of Willoughby.  We had around 140 participants and 
received pretty positive feedback 

It’s also worth noting that three of our members (myself, Kristina Dodds, Juliet Schmidt) ran 
for WCC as LIFE - Local Independents for our Environment candidates, on an openly anti-
tunnel and pro-environment platform.  John M was elected and the team attracted only 
slightly less support than the long-standing councillor supported by the former mayor, while 
outpolling him in Northbridge. 

 

Other Campaigns and Presentations 

Committee members have also assisted the community by organising talks, supporting 
community campaigns, and giving talks, including: 

• My presentation to Bay Precinct this year on the importance of green spaces and 
threats to our local green spaces and my forthcoming participation in a Sustainability 
Forum being organised as part of the upcoming Federal election campaign. 

https://wepa.org.au/2022/03/25/wcc-beaches-link-tunnel-motion-to-be-debated-monday-night-we-need-your-help/
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• Writing to WCC in October 2021, and encouraging members to do likewise, to 
support a motion from former councillor, Lynne Saville,  for council to take stronger 
action to combat climate change in light of the IPCC update 

• In  July 2021 collaborating with Save Sydney’s Koalas and The Wilderness Society 
Sydney North to hold an online event and preview a new documentary in support of 
Sydney’s Last Koala populations.  Over 100 attended.  

• Participating as member of the Natural Turf Alliance which includes a wide range of 
community groups working to halt the increased use of artificial turf across Sydney’s 
parks and reserves. In June 2021, WEPA made a submission to a review by the NSW 
Department of Planning on the use of artificial turf and participated in a DPIE Open 
Space and Synthetic Surfaces Workshop (May 2021). 

• Working with WCC to successfully ensure that an active local Powerful Owl nesting 
tree on school grounds in Chatswood not be destroyed during redevelopment.  This 
included writing to the Department of Education and Department of Planning with 
suggestions about how to protect this threatened species. The PO couple eventually 
fledged two chicks.  WEPA is a member of the Powerful Owl Coalition. 

• In May 2021, joining with other community and environment groups to protest to 
Ryde Council about a proposal for tower block development on the edge of the Lane 
Cove National Park. 

• Supporting local residents opposed to the removal of 34 trees for a Seniors SEPP 
development on Beaconsfield Road and Greville Street Chatswood  by presenting 
our position to the Land and Environment Court in May 2021.  We also lobbied WCC 
on same development in August 2021.  The DA was passed but the land is currently 
up for sale. 

 

Submissions 

As members are probably aware WEPA also makes submissions on issues of broad 
environmental concern where we can. In this respect, I wish to acknowledge the work of 
committee member, Meredith Foley, who drafted the following submissions: 

• In April 2021 - a submission on the Biodiversity Offsets Scheme which WEPA 
believes does little or nothing to protect our local natural environment from 
continued destruction for development and infrastructure construction.   

• Also in April 2021 – a submission on the DPIE’s Design and Place SEPP which 
proposed to ensure green public spaces and increased tree canopy be introduced 
alongside new developments.  Unfortunately the NSW government now seems to 
have gotten cold feet, as a result of developer pressure, and even no-brainer reforms 
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such as stopping dark coloured roofs on new developments in Western Sydney 
appear doomed. 

• A submission to the NSW Heritage Act Review (July 2021) 

• In Nov 2021 - a submission to the Kosciuszko’s Wild Horse Heritage Management 
Plan to ask NSW Government to reduce wild horse numbers in the national park due 
to their impact on indigenous species. 

• In March 2022 – a submission on WCC draft Urban Bushland Plan of Management 
encouraging its integration with the work of the Council and stronger enforcement 
of existing policies. 

All these submissions are up on our website for members who want to see them. 

 
Committee and Membership 
 
Finally, WEPA has also been busy on the internal organisational front:  
 

• We’ve had a membership drive and management – thank you Heidi, John Pryde and 
Diana Jones for getting our membership records into shape  

• We’ve learnt how to run Zoom meetings to cope with COVID restrictions – thank you 
to all the committee members for learning to run large scale Zoom meetings  

• We’ve done a comprehensive updating of WEPA Constitution at Special Meeting on 
29 March 2022 – thank you to Heidi and Diana 

• We’ve obtained approval from Centrelink for a volunteer to assist WEPA 7 hours per 
week as part of her Centrelink mutual obligation requirements 

 
And, absolutely finally, I would like to mention that Cotter Erickson will not be standing for 
re-election as a committee member this year after many years of service, having moved out 
of Sydney. For those who don’t know Cotter, he was VP of the Committee for many years 
and shared his love of bushwalking by organising and guiding WEPA’s popular annual Blue 
Mt bushwalk. He also used to organise WEPA’s audio-visual presentations, which would 
sometimes include some of his amazing slides. He was also active over a long period as a 
member of WCC’s Bicycle Advisory Committee, now unfortunately disbanded along with 
Council’s other advisory committees.  I’d like to thank Cotter for his contribution.  
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Attachment B  Treasurer’s Report 

Year-ending – December 2021 

 


